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NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE 


i. 


ON THE COINS CALLED “ CISTOPHORL” 


[The following memoir from the pen of M. Dumersan, of the Bibliothhque 
du Roi, is extracted from the “ Cabinet de TAmateur et de l’Antiquaire,” a 
monthly review but little known in this country. As few cabinets are 
without specimens of these curious coins, we have thought a translation of 
the memoir would prove acceptable to the readers of the N. C.] 

When Father Panel first published in 1734 a tract on 
Cistophori, 1 he thought that these coins had been struck 
to commemorate the celebration of the games called 
Sabasia which the towns of Lydia and Phrygia were in the 
habit of holding in honor of Bacchus. 2 

Eckhel refuted this unfounded supposition, and proved 
that the Cistophori, the number of which was very con* 
siderable, and which were in use throughout all Asia, were 
struck for the common welfare of the cities of that country, 
whose fruitful territory and extended commerce rendered 
necessary the use of a coinage of known type and uniform 


1 These coins are thus denominated from the cistse or mystical 
baskets used in the mysteries, and which are always found figured 
on the right side of the cistophori. Vide Suidas on the word 
Kitrrrj ; Clem, of Alex. Protrept, etc. 

2 Bacchus had also the surname of Sabasius. The games 
called Sabasia were peculiar to Asia (Vid. Cicero de Nat. Deor, 
lib. iii.). 


VOL. IX. 
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weight* which should inspire confidence and facilitate mer- 
cantile transactions. 3 

We adopt EckheFs opinion, thinking with him that a 
coinage relating to the worship of Bacchus would naturally 
be adopted by a country in which that divinity was pecu- 
liarly honoured. 

Till the present time, the cistophori have been classed in 
all cabinets under the different cities to which they belong, 
and have been thus separated from each other. 

We have recently classed them, in the cabinet of France, 
in one separate series, as we have done the medals of 
Corinth, those of the Achaian league, and those staters 
of gold, the topography of which is uncertain, notwithstand- 
ing the analogy of their types to those of the various cities 
of Asia. 

The classification of these coins, of which several are 
inedited, has facilitated their comparison, and led to several 
corrections and new discoveries. The cistophori described 
by Mionnet, and which are in the cabinet of France, 
belong to the following cities : Atarnea and Pergamos in 
Mysia, Ephesus in Ionia, Sardis and Tralles in Lydia, 
Apamea and Laodicea in Phrygia. 

Mionnet also mentions cistophori of Nysa in Caria 4 and 
Philadelphia in Lydia. 5 

Those of Nysa are not in the cabinet of France ; one 
belonged to M. Rollin, the other was published by Sestini, 
Letter© Num. tom. ix. p. 24, tab. ii. fig. 27. 


3 The ordinary weight of a cistophorus is 12 grammes and two 
or three decigrammes more or less. 

^ The drachm containing four grammes and five decigrammes, the 
cistophori must therefore be tridrachms. 

4 Descript, de Medailles, suppl. tom, vi. p. 517, Nos. 394, 395. 

5 Descript, de Medailles, tom.iv. p. 97, No. 523. 



ON THE COINS CALLED “ CISTOPHORI.” 3 

That attributed to Philadelphia is erroneously so placed. 
We have restored it to the city of Pergamos, to which 
it evidently belongs ; as the monogram, composed of the 
letters IJEPr, which is constantly found on the cistophori 
of that city, sufficiently proves. Of this we shall again 
speak on another page. 

The countries of which we have cistophori are Mysia, 
the Troade, Lydia and Phrygia. 6 7 The coinage of cistophori 
continued in the principal cities of the Asiatic provinces 
after the Roman conquest,? as the Conventus Juridici of 
the people of those countries was established by the 
Roman proconsuls who severally held their forum there. 
We find, at a later period, the names of Roman magistrates 
on the cistophori, conjointly with those of Greek magistrates. 
According to all accounts, the districts under the authority 
of these tribunals each furnished its proportion of silver for 
the coinage of the cistophori ; and this was taken in pay- 
ment of the tribute exacted of them in that coin by the 
Romans. 

The time when cistophori were first struck can hardly 
be determined with accuracy. Certain it is, that this kind 
of money was already known in Asia about the year 5G4 
a.v.c. — 190 years b.c.; since it is on record that the Consul 
Manlius Acilius Glabrio, having defeated Antiochus the 
Great in that year, carried, in his triumph, 248,000 eisto- 


6 Panel attributed cistophori to the island of Crete : but this 
opinion has been abundantly tefuted by Neumann and Eckhel, 
who declare the coins bearing the word RPHTAI&XN, which 
Panel published from Goltzius, to be false. 

7 Attalus 111. on his death, in the year 133 b.c., bequeathed 
his states to the Romans. This king of Pergamos possessed 
Mysia, Aitolia, Ionia and Phrygia. The Romans afterwards 
annexed to it Caria, Lycia and the island of Rhodes. 
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phori. Lucius Cornelius Scipio also took 331,070 cisto- 
phori from the same Antiochus, and AEmilius Regillus 
151,000 from his fleet. 

The large number of these coins found, proves that they 
were spread over the whole of Asia like those of the 
Athenians. The commerce of Asia Minor extended to 
far distant countries ; and the fertility of its territory brought 
large revenues into its coffers, of which Cicero speaks (Pro 
Lege Manilia). As a proof that this coin was circulated in 
distant parts, it is said that when Consul Manlius VuIsq 
conquered the Gallo-Greeks 8 he took from them 250,000 
cistophori. 9 

Cicero also speaks of cistophori in another place, where 
he says, cc I have in Asia the sum of 400,000 sestertii in 
cistophori.” 10 

He says, in another letter to Atticus, “ I have written to 
the city qusestors on my brother Quintus’s affairs ; take 
care that they answer, and see what hope there is of obtain- 
ing the denarii, otherwise we shall be obliged to content 
ourselves with Pompey’s cistophori.” 11 


8 The Gauls settled in Asia Minor, who were called by the 
Greeks Helleuo- Galatians, and by the Romans Gallo-Greeks, 
after several contests with Antiochus Soter, king of Syria, and 
Attains, king of Pergamos, finally established themselves in that 
part of Phrygia bordering on Cappadocia and Paphlagonia which 
then took the name of Galatia. This event took place 241 years 
b.c., and 37 after their arrival in Asia. 

9 Titus Livius, enumerating the sums carried in the triumph of 
Consul Manlius Vulso over the Gallo-Greeks, specifies 127,000 
Attic tetradrachms, 16,000 golden Philippi, and 250,000 cis- 
tophori. Lib. xxxix. 

10 In cistophoro, in Asia habeo ad sestertium bis et vicies. Ad 
Attic, lib. ii. ep. 2. 

11 Scrips! ad quaestores urbanos de Q.fratris negotio; vide quid 
narrent, et quae spes sit denarii ; an cistophoro Pompeiano 
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The ordinary type of the cistophori, and from which they 
derive their name, is a mystical cista on the obverse with a 
serpent issuing from it surrounded by a crown of ivy and 
vine leaves* 

The reverse presents a quiver, near which is seen a bow 
surrounded by two entwined serpents. We do not agree 
with those authors who have thought this quiver to be the 
mystic fan . 12 

Serpents appear to have been the symbol of Asia. 
Pornponius Mela 13 says, “ The figure of Asia Minor holds 
in its hands a serpent, perhaps because serpents abound in 
that country.” 

On one of the coins of Augustus, which bears on the 
reverse the figures of two serpents, we read ASIA 
SUBACTA. 

On a quinarius of the same emperor, we find Victory seated 
on a mystical cista, near which appear two serpents, and 
the legend ASIA RECEPTA COS. VI. PONT. IMP. VII . 14 
The same type is also found on a gold coin of Vespasian, 

On a silver denarius of Hadrian, the personification of 


jaceamur. — Ad Attic, lib. ii. op. 6. Pompey brought out of Asia, 
after the war with Mithridates, besides other immense riches, 
17,050 talents of coined silver, more than 25,000,000 of our livres 
(French). It appears that lie had placed his cistophori here, 
and that the quaestors who paid the salaries of the governors of 
the provinces wished to pay Quintus Cicero in that coin. That 
governor wished for Roman money. 

12 Panel inclined towards this opinion; and Spanheim (p. l(i) 
thought it to be a cista: they have both been refuted by Winekel- 
mann (Mon. Antiq. Ined.No.58). Vide also Plmretra a mvstico 
vanno diversa (Venuti ad Mus. Albani, i. p. 77). 

13 Serpentem manu for sail eomprimit Asia* Minoris typuw, quod 
Asia serpentibus abundaret. (Pompon. Mela, lib. i. e. 19). 

14 Eckhel, Mus. Vindob. p. 82. — Duet. Num., lib. vi. p, 82, — 
D’Ennery, 256. 
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Asia stands on the prow of a vessel and holds a serpent . 15 
Serpents may have become the symbol of Asia, after that 
country had adopted them on its coinage, for the purpose 
of calling to mind the worship of Bacchus, which they 
carried to a great extent. 

The Bacchantes in the mysteries were crowned with 
serpents. The serpent was one of the symbols of initiation 
into the Bacchanalian orgies . 16 For further remarks on 
this subject, vide Clement of Alexandria and Normus on 
the Dionysiaca. 

The worship of Bacchus was much honoured in Asia; 
and the name of that god was often given as a surname to 
its princes. 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, was surnamed Evius, Nysius, 
Bacchus and Liber. Antigonus, king of Asia, and An- 
tioehus VI., king of Syria, also bore the name of Dionysius. 
Mark Antony took the same name. This prince also coined 
cistophori bearing his own figure. 

The cistophori of all ages are uniform in type, except 
those of later times, when the Romans altered the primi- 
tive type. There was, however, no change but in those 
bearing the name of the Roman magistrates. 


1,1 Gessner, Imp. 84. Oisell, Sel.Num. tab. 16, %. 84. 

16 Bacchantes serpentibus coronatos. Signum Bacchicorum 
orgiorum esse initiatum serpentem. — Clem. Alex, in Protrept. 
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MYSIA. 

Ataknea. 

] . — A cista half opened with a serpent escaping* from it, sur- 
rounded by a wreath of ivy and vine leaves. 

R'. — Two serpents entwined round a quiver ornamented with 
a flower resembling the acrostolium. Above is the 
monogram of Atarnea and the letter marked No. 2. 
in the plate. — To the right is a lighted torch. 17 
AR, 7. 

Du Mersan, Coll. Allier de Hauteroche, pi. xii. No. 2. 
Mionnet, Suppl. No. 94. 

2. — A similar one ; instead of the torch, a thyrsus encircled by 

a serpent. 18 AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 95. 

Sestini, Descr. del Mus. Hedervar. ii. p. 82. pi. xvii. i. 

3. — The same. AR. 7, 

4. — The same. AR. 7. 


PARIUM. 

5. — Cista half opened with a serpent escaping from it, surround- 
ed by a wreath of ivy and vine leaves. 


17 The symbols are represented in the annexed plate, with the 
number of each coin attached. 

18 Sestini and Mionnet (following him) have described it as a 
sword instead of a thyrsus, encircled by a serpent; but the figure 
has no similarity to a sword. It is a baton surmounted by a kind 
of ball, undoubtedly a pine apple, which is usually seen on the top 
of thyrsi. The character No. 3, to the left, has been figured by 
Mionnet as a Koph, but it cannot be that letter : it is a symbol 
with which we are unacquainted. 
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ft. — Two serpents entwined round a quiver containing* a 
bow. To the left, a monogram composed of the 
letters IIA, fig*. No. 4. To the right, an owlet en- 
closed in a square, beneath which is an A. AR. 8. 

Described by Mionnet as an Apamean coin, No. 183. 

6. — The same: on the field to the right is a bull's head with 

two garlands. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, ibid. 184. 

7. — The same: on the field to the right, a tripod surrounded by 

a serpent. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, ibid, 117 suppl. 

8. — -The same: to the right, the parazonium. AR. 9. 

The first three of these coins were described by Mionnet 
as belonging to Apamea in Phrygia. They differ too 
much from the other eistophori attributed to that city to be 
kept in that classification. The eistophori of Apamea 
always bear to the left, on the field of the coin, the letters 
AllA, the initials of the name of the city, the names of the 
magistrates at full length, and near the serpent to the right, 
the double flute, which is found on several coins of that 
city, in the hands of Marsyas (Mionnet, Nos. 219, 220 et 
seq.). 

I remove the coins above described to Parium in Mysia, 
of which city they bear the initials in the monogram 
No. 4, composed of the letters HA. The same mono- 
gram is also found on the little bronze medal assigned to 
Parium by Mionnet (No. 409) ; and on another, of which 
he makes mention in the Cousinery collection (No. 393). 
The cabinet of France possesses one very similar, on which 
only the letter n appears, and which bears the same type 
as those of No. 655 et seq. in the supplement. 
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Obv . — >An ox walking. 

R. — IIAPI, altar. 

With regard to the symbols accompanying the principal 
figure on the cistophori which I attribute to Pariurn, we 
find them, both types and symbols, on various coins of 
that city ; amongst others, the owlet, with the letters I'lAPI 
at the back of Medusa’s head (Mionnet, SuppL 664). An 
ox’s head as a symbol, under an ox walking (Mionnet 
382). 

We thus increase the rich numismatology of Parium, a 
city of importance, as it was among the number of those 
which coined cistophori. 


PER G AMOS. 


9. — Ordinary type. 

R. — Ordinary type. To the left of the quiver, the monogram 
No, 5. composed of the letters IIEP1\ To the right, 
a victory. 

Mionnet, 470. AR. 8. 

10. — The same ; to the right, a club. Alt. 8. 

11. — The same ; to the right, a palm branch. AR. 8£. 

12. — The same ; above the quiver, AS. To the right, Medusa’s 

head. * AR. 7. 

13. — The same ; above the quiver, the monogram No. 7. com- 

posed of the letters AT. To the right, a club the 
head of which terminates in a caduceus. AR. 6. 

14. — The same ; to the left, the monogram No. 6. composed of 

the letters IIEP. This monogram has one stroke 
less than usual. To the right, NL AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 469. 

15. — The same ; above the quiver, the letters AC. To the 

right, a thyrsus surrounded by a serpent. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 473. 

16. — Exactly the same. AR. 9. 


VOL. IX. 
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17. — The same ; above the quiver, monogram No, 8. composed 

of the letters AHA. • AR. 7 % 

18. — The same ; the letters above the quiver, AS. AR. 9. 

19. — The same; AS. AR. 7j 

20. — The same; AM. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 472. 

21. — The same; BO. AR. 7£. 

22. — The same; monogram, No. 19. composed of the letters 

AP. AR. 7. 

23. — The same; KA. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 171. 

24. — The same; AT. AR. 8. 

25. — The same; MA. AR. 7. 

26. — The same; NI. AR. 7. 

27. — The same; MH. A lion’s skin upon a club. AR. 8. 

28. — The same, 

R. — To the right, a thyrsus. Above the quiver, All and 
the monogram No. 9. composed of the letters IIPTT. 
A star, AR. 7. 

29. — The same. 

R. — Monogram No. 5. All; monogram No. 9, a star. 
Thyrsus surrounded by a serpent. AR. 7. 

30. — The same. 

R. — AP; monogram, No. 9. AR. 7. 

31. — The same. 

R. — BA. Id. AR. 7. 

32. — The same. 

R. — AH. Id. AR. 7. 

33. — The same. 

R.— AI. Id. AR. 7. 

34. — Exactly the same. AR. 8. 

35. — The same. 

R. — EY. Id. AR. 8, 
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36. — The same. 

R. — KA. Id. All. 8. 

37. — The same. 

R.— KP. Id. AR. 8. 

38. — The same. 

ft.— KT. Id. AR. 7. 

39. — The same. 

R.— ME. Id. (Panel, p. 7). AR. 7. 

40. — The same. 

R. — ME; monogram No. 10. composed of the letters 
HPXTA. (Panel, p. 51). AR. 7. 

41. — The same. 

R. MIL AR. 7. 

42. — The same. 

ft. — MOS; monogram No. 9, composed of the letters 
IIPXT within a wreath of laurel. AR. 8. 

43. — The same. 

ft. — IIA ; monogram N 

44. — The same. 


R IIA. Id. 

AR. 8. 

45. — The same. 


R. — ns. Id. 

AR. 7. 

4(5. — The same. 


R.— TIL Id. 

AR. 7. 

47. — The same. 


^3 
>— ( 

& 

1 

AR. 7. 

48. — The same. 


R. — 4>I. Id. 

AR. 7. 


Mioimet (JDescr. tom. 4. p. 97. No. 523) described this 
coin as belonging to Philadelphia in Lydia, through 
want of attention to the monogram ot Pergamos. 
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49. — Exactly similar; AR. 7. 

M. Borell, by the same inadvertency, attributed this 
coin to Philomelium in Phrygia. 

50. — The same. 

Monogram, No. 11. 

51. — The same. 

R. — Quiver and serpents, C. PVLCPIER. PROCOS. 1!? 
MIINOAOPOS. (Panel, p. 107). AR. 7. 

52. — The same. 

R.-Q. METELLVS PIVS SCIPIO IMPER. 20 
The Roman eagle between two entwined sei^pents. 
AR, 8. (Panel, p. 52.) 

The letters above the quiver are undoubtedly the initials of 
the magistrates’ names from No. 12 to 27. No title is added ; 
but after that number appears the monogram No. 9, com- 
posed, of the letters IIPYT which indicates the dignity of 
Prytanis. 21 On the coin numbered 40 the monogram 
consists of the letter A in addition to the others IIPYTA. 
On that marked No. 42, this monogram is enclosed within 
a wreath of laurels. 


19 Pulcher was proconsul in Asia about 700 a.v. c. ; he is 
mentioned by Cicero, but only as a praetor. 

20 This legend betokens the son of Proconsul Scipio Nasica, 
who was adopted by Q. Metellus Pius, and who was afterwards 
proconsul of Asia, about 705, A.v.c. 

21 The Prytanes at Athens and in other cities formed the 
principal part of the senate. The president of the senate is 
sometimes denominated Prytanis (Thucydid. lib. vi. ch. 14). At 
Rhodes the Prytanis was the head magistrate. At Corinth the 
Prytanes were chosen annually (Pausan. lib. ii. cap. 4). At 
Tarsus their authority lasted but six months. (Dio Chrys. Orat. 
xxxi. p. 424). In several inscriptions the title of Prytanis is added 
to those of other offices (Vide Vandal e, Dissert, do Prytane 
Grace, p. 396). 

Vaillant, on a coin of Canicalla struck at ^Egialus, thus 
explains the legend, Eli. APX. IIPYT AN El EI1IKPATOY B. 
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It appears to have been doubted whether this monogi'am 
was that of a title or proper name, for which Vaillant (Med. 
Grecq.) mistook it, in describing a coin of Cumae in iEolia , 22 
But Eckhel doubts not, that on cistophori these letters 
signify the title of the magistrate whose initials precede 
them. 

The title of Prytanis is rarely found on coins ; for except 
on cistophori, we only find it on those of Cumae in iEolia, 
Smyrna, and Miletus in Ionia, and Synnada in Phrygia. 


THE TROADE. 

Dardanus. 


53. — Cista, serpent, and wreath. 

R. — Monogram No. 19. composed of the letters A A P ; 
quiver between two serpents. Above, the monogram 
No. 13. To the right, a bunch of grapes. All. 7. 

This coin assigned at first by Wiczai to Adramytium in 
Mysia has been restored by Sestini to Dardanus. It has 
been lately purchased for the cabinet of France; it formed 
a part of the Wiczai-IIedervar Museum. It was marked 
in that museum as belonging to the city of Adramytium, 


KTi AAEON sub Archonte Prytanide Epieratis filio, under the 
Archon Pryt ankles, son of Epicrates, instead of, under the Arehon 
and Prytanis Epicrates. 

Spanheim has also interpreted this word as a proper name on 
a coin of &myma (De Pncst, Num. p. 700). 
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with the expression of a doubt whether it might not belong 
to Dardanus; but Wiazai, the author of the description 
preferred a city in Mysia, because of its neighbourhood to 
Pergamos, where cistophori are in great abundance. 

Sestini, in his new description of the Hedervar Museum, 
transferred it to the city of Dardanus, which we think 
correct. He mentions a similar cistophorus in the Bavarian 
Museum bearing above the quiver, the letters Aior, Dio- 
genes, and to the right, the figure of an owl, and another 
with the single letter A, tom. ii. pi. 17. Nos. 2 and 3. 

54. — The same. 

R. — The monogram No. 19, composed of the letters AAP; 
above the quiver, KA2; to the right, an ear of corn. 

All. 7. 


IONIA. 

Ephesus. 

55. — Cista, serpent, and wreath. 

E. — Quiver and serpent ; to the left, E<DE, and a quiver or 
vase. Vide plate No. 56. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, No. 193. 

56. — The same. 

R. — E$E ; to the right of the quiver, the numeral letter 
B (the number two) ; bust of Diana of Ephesus. 
Vide plate No. 57, AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 194. 

57. — Another very similar. AR. 8. 

58. — The same. 

R. — To the left, E<1>E ; to the right of the quiver, the idol 
Diana of Ephesus at full length with its supports. 
AR. 8. 

59. — The same, 

R. — To the left, EPE; above, K (the number twenty); 
to the right, a side-faced bust of Diana turned 
towards the right. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 195. 
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GO. — The same. 

R. — E<bE ; above, AK (twenty-one) ; to the right, a 
double cornucopia. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 196. 

61. — The same. 

R. — E<t>E ; above, A A (thirty -four) ; above the quiver, a 
tripod ; to the right, a torch. All. 9. 

Mionnet, 197. 

62. — The same. 

R. — E<DE ; to the right of the quiver, a Victory bearing 
a crown. AR. 8. 

63. — The same. 

R. — E#E ; above, MA (forty* four) ; above the quiver, a 
thunderbolt; to the right, a torch. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 198. 

64. — The same. 

R. — £$E; above, ME (forty-five), above the quiver, the 
staff of Esculapius surrounded by a serpent; to the 
right, a torch. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 199. 

65. — Exactly the same. AR. 8. 

66. — The same. 

R. — E<f>E; above, MH (forty-eight); above the quiver, a 
head crowned with ears of corn and poppies. 

AR. 7. 

Mionnet 200, (instead of a head Mionnet has put a basket). 

67. — Another specimen in better preservation. AR. 7. 

68. — The same. 

R. — ; above, M0 (forty-nine) ; above the quiver, a 
Victory holding a palm branch. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, Suppl. 263. 

69. — The same. 

R— E$E; above, NB (fifty-two); above the quiver, Persea’s 
flower. 

Mionnet, Suppl. 264. 
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70. — The same. 


R. — E<DE ; above, NT (fifty-three) ; above the quiver, 
another quiver. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, Suppl. 265. 

71. — The same. 

R. — E$E ; above, NZ (fifty-seven) ; above the quiver, 
a pilaster formed of the god Priapus. Vide plate 
No. 72. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, Suppl. 266. 

72. — The same. 

R. — E$E; above (sixty-three) ; above the quiver, an 
ear of corn between two cornucopia. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 201. 


73. — The same. 

R. — ®Z (sixty-seven). AR. 8. 

74. — The same. 

R. — #E (sixty-five). AR. 7. 
Mionnet, Suppl. 267. 


75. — The same. 

R . — SZ (sixty-seven); above the quiver, a palm-branch 
between two cornu copise. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, Suppl. 269. 

76. — The same. 

R. — #E (sixty-six) ; above the quiver, a torch between 
two cornucopise. AR. 8. 


77. — The same. 

R. — ■#! (seventy). AR. 8. 
Mionnet, Suppl. 270. 


78. — The same. 


R. — EcfrE; quiver and serpents, PRO COS. 22 20ITATP0S. 

AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 204. 


(To be resumed .) 


22 The proconsul's name is wanting. 
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II. . 

& 

NUMISMATIC ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE ACTS OF 
THE APOSTLES. 

§ 1 . — A Centurion of the Bane called the 
Italian Band. — Actsx. 1 . 

' EKarovrdp^T ) ? eic cnreiprj 9 ri?? KaXovjj,ev / r}$ 'IraXucrjs* 
Considerable doubt exists as to what is here meant by the 
cr7r€Lpa ’IraXi/cr), or “ Italian band.” It is referred by 
several writers to the Legio Itolica , or Italica prima so often 
mentioned by Tacitus ; 1 but we know from Dion Cassius 2 
that this legion was raised by Nero, and, consequently, that 
it was not in existence when the events narrated by 
St. Luke took place. Nor can it have been either of the 
other two “ Legiones Italics,” as they were raised by Mar- 
cus Aurelius . 3 

We know from Josephus, that the Roman troops serving 
in Syria and Judsea were mainly composed of levies raised 
on the spot . 4 We learn, however, that there were volunteer 
Italian cohorts serving in Syria by an inscription in Gruter . 5 


1 Hist. lib. i. cap. 59, 64., etc. 

2 Lib. lv. cap. 24. 

3 Dion. Cass. lib. lv. cap. 24. 

4 N EOCrvXkEKTQV TOV * PwpClLOV arpCLTBVpClTOG OVTOQj KCU 7 roXlpOJV 

a7r£ipo)Q e^ovtoG) fcal yap ttq\v he 'Sivpiag i)v KaTEtXeypEvov. Ant. 
xiv. 15, 10. He says the same thing in his Bell. Jud. lib. i. 17, 1. 

5 Corpus Inser. ccccxxxiv. 1 ; Orellius, Ins. Lat. Select, cap. xiv. 
8 vo. Turrici, 1828. 

YOL. IX. 


D 



18 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


L . MAESIO . L . E . POL 
RVEO . PROC . AVG 
TRIP , MIL . LEO . XV 
APOLLINARIS . TRIB 
COH . MIL . ITALIC . VOLVNT 
QYAE . EST . IN . SYRIA . PRAEF 
PABRYM . BIS 

The <T 7 retpa ’ IraXtfcr) was then most probably a cohort 
serving in Syria and quartered at Cmsarea, composed of na- 
tives of Italy, and called 'IraXc/cr) to distinguish it from 
those which consisted of troops raised in Syria. 

Of the legions serving in Syria and Judaea before the 
time of Vespasian, little is known. Tacitus informs us that 
the 6 th legion was in Syria early in the reign of Tiberius. 6 7 

The Legions actually serving in Syria at various times, 
were, according to Tacitus, as follows: — 

1. Legio m: Gallica. Hist. lib. ii. cap. 74., lib. iv. cap. 39. 

2. „ IV. Scythica. Ann. lib. xv. 6, 7, 26. 

3. „ VI. Ferrata. Ann. xv. 6. 

4. „ XII. Fulminifera. Hist. v. 1. 

Of these the first (Gallica) is mentioned on coins of Tyre 
of S. Severus, Domna, Caracalla, Geta, Macrinus, and 
ValerianusJ 

LEG. IV. is not mentioned on coins of Syria or Juckea. 

LEG. VI. occurs on a coin of Otacilia Severa, struck at 
Damascus. 8 

LEG. XII. is not mentioned on coins of Syria or Judasa. 


6 Ann, lib. ii. cap. 79. 

7 Vaillant Num. in Colon, percussa. Mionnet, Descr. tom. v, 
p. 428. 

8 Mionnet, Descr., tom. v. p.293. 
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The legions in Judcea were, according to Tacitus, 

1. Legio V. Macedonica. Hist. lib. v. cap. 1. 

2. „ X. Hist. lib. v. cap. L 

3. „ XV. Apollinaris. Hist. lib. v. cap. 1. 

LEG. V. Macedonica is mentioned on a coin of Gallienus, 
and coupled with LEG. VIII., on a coin of Augustus struck 
at Berytus , 9 and on a coin of Philip struck at Heliopolis in 
Code Syria , 10 

LEG. X. occurs on a coin of Ptolemais, with three other 
Legions . 11 

LEG. XV. is only mentioned on coins of M. Antonius. 

Eckhel 12 thinks that from LEG. VIII. being coupled with 
LEG. V. on the coins of Berytus from Augustus to Gallie- 
nus, it must be added to the four legions mentioned above 
as quartered in Syria, admitting, however, that it is against 
the authority of Dion Cassius, who says it was quartered in 
Germania superior , 13 and he adds that Schopflein mentions 
a tile inscribed LEG. VIII. AVG. found near Strasburg; 
but as it is only an inference of Eckhel drawn from the ap- 
pearance of LEG. VIII. on coins of Berytus and Heliopolis, 
that the eighth legion was in Syria; and since it is unsup- 
ported, and history is against it, we must seek some other 
explanation for the appearance of LEG. VIII. joined to 
LEG. V. on those coins. 


9 Ibid. tom. v. p. 337. 

10 Ibid. tom. v. p. 304. 

11 Leg. VL, IX., XI. Mionnet, tom. v. p. 475. 

12 Doct. Hum. Vet- vol. iii. p. 335. _ 

13 01 Be oyBooi Avyoverreioi , Ip rr} Fepjiaviy. Trj avu> ovtgq* 
lib. Iv. 
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§ 2 . — “NOW, ABOUT THAT TIME, HEROD THE KING 

STRETCHED FORTH HIS HANDS, TO VEX CERTAIN 

OF THE CHURCH.” — Actsxii. 1. 

This was Agrippa the First, 14 the son of Aristobolus and 
Berenice, and grandson of Iierod the Great, by whom, 
after his father’s death, he was sent to the court of Tiberius 
at Rome. The affection which that depraved emperor is 
said to have entertained for him, exhibits him in an 
unfavourable light; and his youth appears to have been 
spent in a most licentious and profligate manner. He 
was the favourite of the empress Antonia, and the prince 
Drusus ; but on the death of Drusus, all his intimate friends 
were ordered by Tiberius to quit Rome, that their presence 
might not keep alive his affliction. Overwhelmed with 
debts, Agrippa quitted Rome and sought a private life, 
from which he was induced to emerge by his uncle Herod 
the Tetrarch, who appointed him to an office in the city of 
Tiberias, and gave him a large sum of money. But this was 
soon dissipated, and his continued extravagance exhausted 
the liberality of Herod, who at length refused him further 
assistance, and reproached him for his prodigality. Where- 
upon Agrippa quitted Judsea, and repaired to Rome, 
having, to accomplish this, borrowed a large sum of 
money from his friends. Landing in Italy, he repaired to 
Gapraea, where Tiberius was wallowing in sensuality and 
crime. The emperor, whose grief for the loss of Drusus 
time had overcome, received him kindly, and even gave 


14 This prince is generally styled Magnus; and certainly if the 
most consummate craft procured for his grandfather that designa- 
tion, Agrippa had some claim also to he called u great.” 
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him an apartment in his palace. But Agrippa’s creditors 
were clamorous in their demands, and sent letters to 
Caprsea, when Tiberius ordered him to quit the place. 
Having obtained from the empress Antonia a sum sufficient 
to extricate him from his difficulties, he succeeded in re- 
establishing himself in the favour of the emperor. He 
soon after attached himself to Caius Caligula, son of Ger- 
manicus, and grandson of Antonia, and became his constant 
companion. Fresh troubles, however, awaited him. One 
day, while riding with Caius, he incautiously expressed a 
hope that Tiberius would soon die, and leave the empire to 
that prince. This was overheard by the charioteer, who 
being afterwards detected in a theft, intimated that he had 
something of importance to communicate to the emperor. 
Tiberius at first refused to hear the man, hut at length 
yielded to the entreaty of Agrippa himself. Agrippa was 
immediately pnt in chains, and remained in custody until 
the death of the emperor, which happened six months 
afterwards, when the condition of Agrippa was changed 
from that of a captive to a king. Caligula sent for him 
to his palace, placed a diadem on his head, and appointed 
him king of Gaulonitis, Batanea, and Trachonitis, and gave 
him, besides, the tetrarchy of Lysanias, the iron chain by 
which he had been fastened to a soldier being exchanged 
for a gold one of equal weight. In the second year of 
Caligula, Agrippa proceeded from Borne to take possession 
of his kingdom. He went by way of Egypt, where at 
Alexandria he met with the memorable insult recorded by 
Philo. On the death of Caligula (a.d. 41 or 42), Claudius 
succeeded to the empire, when he at once raised Agrippa 
to the rank of consul, and gave him Samaria, Juda?a, 
Abila, and a part of Libanus. Agrippa now possessed the 
entire kingdom of his grandfather Herod the Great. In 
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the third year of his reign over all Palestine (a.d. 44), he 
“ stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church;” and 
influenced, as is supposed, partly hy a desire for popularity, 
and partly hy his zeal for the religion of the Jews, beheaded 
the apostle James, the brother of John, and imprisoned Peter. 
He shortly after celebrated at Csssarea games in honour 
of the emperor; and on the second day appeared in the 
theatre clad in a magnificent robe of silver, to give audience 
to the Sidonians and Tyrians, when, at the close of an 
address which he made to them, they saluted him as a god. 
Instead of reproving his flatterers, he received the impious 
adulation complacently, and was shortly afterwards seized 
with violent internal pains, and expired at the end of five 
days in great torment. This account, which we find in 
Josephus, agrees in the chief particulars with that contained 
in the chapter from which the extract at the head of this 
section is taken . 15 

We have now to consider the coins of Herod Agrippa, 
which confirm the accounts of the historians. Mionnet 
describes three with the head of Caligula , 16 and four which 
were struck in the reign of Claudius ; 117 but with one excep- 
tion they are all in indifferent preservation, and contain but 
portions of the legends . 18 The example here engraved is a 
coin of great rarity and interest. The obverse bears the 
head of Agrippa, with the title of Megas — BaCIAGTC 


15 For the events of this prince’s life consult Josephus, Ant. 
xviii. ix. 1 ; and xix. vi. 1 ; xxx. vii. 5 ; Suetonius in Calig. 38, and 
in Claud, x. ; Dion. Cass. hr. Tacit. Ann. vi. 

16 Description, vol. v. p. 568, Nos. 8'2 } 83, 84. 

17 Ibid. Nos. 85, 86, 87,88. ^ 

18 One of these is from Wise’s description of the coins of the 

Bodleian Museum, p. 118, bearing the diademed head of Agrippa. 
Bm. Agrippa, the younger, on liorseback, and the remains of a 
legend ayptlTIIA . YIOY . BACi\«w£. ® 
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MSfAC ArPinnAC. fclAOKAICAP. King Agrippa the Great , 
lover of Ccesar. ft. KAICAPIA H. IIPOC. TQv CCBACTOv 
AIMENI, i. e. Ccesarea ad portum Sebastum. Fortune stand- 
ing with her attributes. 



§ 3. — U THE DEPUTY - OF TIIE COUNTRY, SERGIUS PAULUS.” 
Acts xiii, 7. 

f O? tfv crv v tg> dvdv7rdr(p Sepylep Ilavktp. The accuracy 
of Saint Luke in applying the term avOvTcaros to the gover- 
nor of Cyprus has been called in question by more than one 
commentator , 19 on the ground that Cyprus was governed 
by a propraetor, not by a proconsul at the time when Saint 
Paul visited it ; and a passage from Strabo 20 has been 
brought forward, in which, after describing the mission of 
Marcus Cato to take possession of the island of Cyprus, he 
adds, e tee lvov S’ iyivero eirap^la r) pijero?, tcaOairep teal vvv 
€ Vri, (TTpaTTjyLfcr ). The authors, too, of our version of the 
New Testament appear to have felt some difficulty here, as, 
instead of giving the word dvdvTraro 9 its literal meaning, 
“ proconsul,” they translated it 44 deputy,” a term applying 
to 4 4 proconsul,” or 44 propraetor,” indifferently. 

We have, both from Strabo 21 and Dio Cassius , 22 an account 


19 Hammond. Grotius. 

21 Strabo, lib.xvii. p. 840. d. 


20 Strabo, lib. xiv. p»685 a, 
22 Dion Cass. 3iii. 12. 
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of the division of the Roman Provinces by Augustus, with 
the names of those respectively allotted to the Emperor and 
to the Senate; and they both agree in stating, that in this 
division Cyprus was allotted to the Emperor. But Strabo 
omits a circumstance which Dio Cassius mentions, that, soon 
after the first division, Augustus exchanged Cyprus and 
Gallia Narbonensis with the senate for Dalmatia. In a sub- 
sequent passage 23 he repeats this statement, and adds, teal 
OUTC09 avOviraroi teal e<? kaeiva ra edvrj 'rrefjbireo'dai rjp^avro. 
Here, then, we not only have the statement of Strabo cor- 
rected, and by authority fully equal to his, but we have 
the same word as that used by St. Luke applied to the 
governor of Cyprus. It cannot be objected that, in the 
above-quoted passage, Dion is speaking of several Roman 
provinces, “one of which was certainly governed by a 
proconsul; and that, therefore, for the sake of brevity, he 
used one term for all of them, whether it applied to them 
or not;” he is speaking but of two, and he uses the word 
avdvTTaroL (in the plural). 

Bishop Marsh 24 further remarks on this passage, u That 
Cyprus however ought not to be excepted, and that the title 
which he (Dion Cassius) employed, as well as Saint Luke, 
really did belong to the Roman governors of Cyprus, appears 
from an inscription on a Greek coin belonging to Cyprus 
itself, and struck in the very age in which Sergius Paulus 
was governor of that island. It was struck in the reign of 
Claudius Csesar, whose head and name are on the face of it; 
and, in the reign of Claudius Caesar St. Paul visited Cyprus. 
On this coin the same title, avOviraro^^ is given to Cominius 


23 Dion Cassius, lib. iv. 

24 Lectures, part v. On the authenticity of the New Testa- 
ment, Lect. xxvi. p. 85. The preceding quotation in inverted 
commas is from the same Lecture. 
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Proclus which is given by Saint Luke to Sergius Paulus; 
and the coincidence which it shews is of that description 
that it is sufficient of itself to establish the authenticity of 
the work in which the coincidence is found.” 

The writer of the foregoing passage quotes the coin from 
Morell; but the engraving here given is from an actual 
specimen, which, though not in the most perfect preserva- 
tion, retains sufficient of its type and legend to answer pur 
purpose. 



Obv. — (TI) (CL)AVDIVS CAESA(K) (AVG). Laureated head 
of Claudius to the left. 

R.— Em KOMINIOY (nPOKA)OY ANerDA(TOY) KY- 
IIP1&N, i.e. (money) of the Cyprians , under Cominius 
Proclus , Proconsul 

The name of Proclus is here partly obliterated; but on 
some, in other respects less perfect examples, the name is 
plainly decypherable. 

There is, however, other monumental evidence which 
may not be uninteresting to the antiquary and historian, 
and it is therefore given in the annexed table. 


VOL. IX. 


E 



THE PROCONSULS OF CYPKUS. 


Name. 

Reign. 

Authorities. 

Aldus Plautius. 

Augustus 

1. Coin of Augustus. DIVI. 


and 

F. IMP. CAESAR. Head of 


Tibei'ius. 

Augustus. R.~A. PLAVTIVS 
PROCOS. The temple of the 
Paphian Venus. Mus. Hederv. 
i. p. 240. No. 5358. 

2. Coin of Livia. LIVIA 
IMP. CAE SAP. Plead of Livia. 
R. — A. PLAVTIVS PRO- 
COS. Sestini, Lett. viii. 90. 

Aquius Scaura. 

Caligula. 

Prom an inscription: — 

P. AQVIVS. SCAEVAE. ET. FLAVIAE 
FILIVS 

CONSI. ET. DIDIAE 

NEPOS 

BARBL ET. DVRICIAE 

PRONEPOS 

SCAVRA 

* * * * 

sfc 

PROCONSVLE. PROVINCIAL! 

CYPRVM. OBTINVIT 
* * # * 



* * * * 

AVCTORITATE. C. CAESAR. ET. S.C. 

MISSO. AD. COMPONENDVM 

STATVM 

IN. RELIQVVM. PROVINCIAE. CYPRI 

Gruter 7 ccclx. 3. 

Cominius Proclus, 

Claudius. 

See the coin on preceding page. 

Quadratus. 

Claudius 

From an inscription: — 


or 

C. VMMIDIO. C. F. TER. DVRMIO 


Nero. 

(iVADRATO. COS. XV. VIR. S. F. 
LEG. TI. CAESAPJS. AVG. IN. PROV. 

LVSIT. LEG. DXVI. CLAVD3I. IN 

ILLYRICO, EIVSDEM. ET 
| NERONIS. CAESARIS. AVG. IN. SYRIA 
PROCOS. PROVINC. CYPRI.... 

DIVI. AVG. ET TI. CAESARIS 
* * # # 

— Brotier, Not. et Em. in Tacit, 
xii. 45 ; Noris de Epoch, Sy- 
rom. dis. iii. p. 183. 
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§ 4. — “ AND FEOM THENCE TO PHILIPPI, WHICH IS THE 
CHIEF CITY OF THAT PAET OF MACEDONIA, AND A 
COLONY.” — Acts XV i. 12. 

* E/ceWev re ek $ CKumrov ?, y}TL<s earl nTpcorr) rr}? p,6pL$o<z 
rrj 9 Ma/ceSovtas 7ro\i<s Ko\(ovta. The Vulgate has, “ indeque 
in Philippos, quae cst prima partis Macedonian civitas, 
colonia and some have proposed to read, “ a city of the 
first part of Macedonia, and a colony” 21 But, as this read- 
ing involves the change from 7rpd)rr) to Trpayrrjs, a change 
unsupported by the authority of a single MS., it cannot be 
adopted in these illustrations. Philippi, as a Eoman colony, 
was certainly “ urbs primaria” which is the meaning some 
of the best commentators have agreed in giving to n rpcon? 
TroXi?. 22 Livy 23 gives an account of the division of Mace- 
donia into four parts; and this is confirmed by coins, of 
which examples are here engraved. 



Obv . — Head of Diana on the Macedonian buckler. 

R. — MAKEAON&N HPOTIIS; i. e. (Money) of the Mace- 
donians of the first province. A club within an oaken 
garland : in the field various monograms. 


21 Wiclif gives it, “ thennes to Filippis that is the first part of 
Macedony, the city colony.” But the versions of Tyndale and 
Cranmer, and of ltheims and Geneva, are similar to our own. 

22 Vide Kuinoel, Comment. Hist, et Critic, in Act. xvi. 12. 

23 Liv. lib. xlv. c. 29. 



28 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


These coins are exceedingly common, vast numbers being 
sometimes discovered in Transylvania and Walachia, as 
noticed by Eckhel ; 24 and many rude imitations exist, the 
performance of the barbarous people on the confines of the 
province. 

There are also coins of the second portion or province, 
closely resembling the former, with the word AEYTEPA2, 
which are scarce. 

Of this province the capital was Thessalonica. 




It is singular that of the third division no coins are 
known; and that of the fourth, but one or two solitary 
pieces exist. A specimen is here given, but it is in very 
indifferent preservation. 



Obi ), — Plead of Jupiter. 

ft.—! MAKEAON&N TETAPTHS. A club, and monograms 
within an oaken garland. 

The reason for the adoption of the head of Diana on the 
coins of the first and second provinces may he referred to 
the worship of that divinity as Diana Tauropolos at Am- 


24 Doct. Num. Yet. vol. ii. p. 63. 
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pliipolis : the club is no doubt referrible to the Macedonian 
traditions, as to the descent of their kings from Hercules. 

It may be added, in confirmation of the words of Saint 
Luke, that there are colonial coins of Philippi from the 
reign of Augustus to that of Garacalla. The following one 
is contemporary with the visit of Saint Paul : — 

Obv . — TL CLAYDIYS CAESAE AYG TEP. IMP. Bare 

head of Claudius to the left. 

R. — COL. AYG. IYL. PHILIP. The Emperor standing on 
an estrade or tribune placed between two altars : be- 
hind him, a female figure (the genius of the city) 
placing a garland upon his head. JE. 7. 

Mionnet, tom. l er , p. 487, No. 281. 


§ 5. — “and the brethren immediately sent away 

PAUL AND SILAS BY NIGHT UNTO BEREA.” 

Acts xvii. 10. 

We read in the chapter from which our quotation is 
taken, that Christianity had made great progress among the 
people of Berea. We are told that they were diligent in 
searching the Scriptures, and were attentive listeners to the 
apostles. Of the imperial coins struck in this city, we have 
only those of Trajan and Antoninus Pius; and they uniformly 
bear the same device on the reverse, viz., the name of the 
people within a garland. Now, although it would be pre- 
sumptuous to build up any hypothesis on this type without 
the support of historical evidence, it is worthy of a passing 
remark, that these coins are among the few examples of an- 
cient money, which bear no pagan figure or symbol. If we 
consider the religious feeling which generally influenced the 
artists of antiquity, we are naturally led to inquire what 
could have induced the rejection by the people of Berea of 
devices of a pagan character which abounded at this period 
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on the money of other cities. Although we have the testi- 
mony of Pliny 25 as to the spread of Christianity in the days 
of Trajan, it would perhaps be venturing too far to suggest 
that the absence of pagan devices on the coins of Berea is 
attributable to that fact. We must rather seek an explana- 
tion suggested by the narrative of Saint Luke ; namely that 
the Jews were very numerous at Berea, and perhaps more 
strict than many of their brethren in other cities; and 
although not allowed to hold magisterial offices, were pro- 
bably versed in the mechanic arts and employed in the 
mint; in which case they would naturally shun the repre- 
sentation of any living thing on the reverse, though the law 
compelled them to tolerate the head of Caesar. If this con- 
jecture be deemed inadmissible, it may be suggested, that, 
even supposing the Jews resident in this city to have no 
authority in the mint, the magistrates may have had a 
desire to offer nothing offensive to the Hebrew population 
on their local currency. The very common coin here en- 
graved is of Trajan: — 

Obv.—(lMPerator) NEPoua TPAIANOC APICToe. EEB aarog 
TEPMAN ucoe, i. e. Imperator JSferva Trajanus Optimum 
Augustus, Germanicus . Laureated head of the Empe- 
ror to the right. 

R. — BEPOIAI&N. (Money) of the people of Berea; and 
the letter B (denoting the second year of the Em- 
peror’s reign), in two lines within a laurel garland. 



25 Lib. x. Epist. 97. 
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§ 6. — “THE TEMPLE OE THE GREAT GODDESS DIANA, — 

WHOM ALL ASIA AND THE WORLD WORSHIPPETH.” 

Acts xix. 27. 

This assertion of the “ Town Clerk” is verified by the 
number of coins struck in the various cities of Greece, on 
which we find depicted the singular archaic figure under 
which Diana Ephesia was worshipped. This figure is not 
to be confounded with that of Diana the huntress, but is 
distinguished by hex characteristic attributes as nutria: of all 
living things. 26 The “ silver shrines” (vaoi apyvpoi,) made 
by Demetrius may have been in reality representations of 
the temple on the medals of which an example is here re- 
presented. So much was this goddess revered by the 
Greeks, that they made her a household divinity, as we learn 
from Pausanias, who says she was privately honoured more 
than any other. 27 

The engraving renders a minute description of the form 
under which Diana Ephesia was worshipped unnecessary. 
Whatever was its origin, the worship of this goddess may 
be referred to remote antiquity. According to Dionysius 
Periegetes her figure was originally set up under an elm 
tree : — 


20 Bee the description of Hieronymus, cited by Eckhel. Doct. 
Num. Yet. vol. ii. p. 512. 

27 Mess. lib. iv.c.xxxi. This shews why the “ silver shrines” 
were so much in repute. 
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HappaXbjv 'E<p£crbv, fxeyaXrjv noXiv ^lo^aipng 
'EvQa der} 7 rore vrjov Ajua^ovl^eg tetv^ovto 
UpifAva) evl TrreXerjQ , irepiutnov a vZpcun OavfJia. 

v. 827—8—9. 

Callimaclms says the tree was a beech: — 

*'Ev kote TrappaXtr} ’E^eVou fiperag l^pvaravro , 

$r}yaj vi to irpEjxv(p. Iiymn. in Dian. v. 238. 

Both these accounts, however, clearly refer to a very pri- 
mitive description of worship to which we find allusion in 
the Old Testament. 28 

The authors of antiquity are not agreed as to the order of 
the temple of Diana : Pliny 29 asserting that it was Attic, 
while Vitruvius 30 says it was Ionic . Again, the image of 
the goddess is said by Vitruvius 31 to have been formed of 
cedar, and Xenophon 32 describes it as of gold, descrepancies 
which may be reconciled by a reference to the description 
which Pausanias gives of many gilded statues. 33 The words 
of Pliny shew that there was some doubt as to the material 
of which it was formed; but whatever that may have been, 
the figure was never changed, though the temple was re- 
stored seven times. 34 


28 “ Ye shall utterly destroy all the places wherein the nations 
which ye shall possess served their gods, upon the high mountains 
and upon the hills, and under every green tree Deut. xii. 2. 

29 Hist. Nat. lib. xxxvi. c. xxiii. 

30 De Architect, lib. iii. 31 Ibid. lib. ii. c. ix. 

32 De Exped. Cyri. lib. v. 

33 This author informs us that he saw at Corinth a statue of 
Diana Epliesia formed of wood, gilt, the face being painted red. 
Cor. lib. ii. c. 2. 

34 De ipso simulacro deaa ambigitur. Caateri ex ebeno esse 
tradunt. Mutianus ter Consul, ex his qui proxime viso ea scrip- 
sere vitigeneum et nunquam mutatum septies restituto templo. 
Hist. Nat. lib, xvi. c. xi. 
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It seems* probable that the vulgar were not allowed to ap- 
proach too near to this grotesque but time honoured figure; 
and that the artists of antiquity sometimes drew on their 
fancies in the representations of her ; for even in the coins of 
Ephesus-, the goddess is not always represented in precisely 
the same manner . 35 The idol was preserved from decay by 
resinous gums which were inserted in cavities made for that 
purpose . 36 

The best representation of this remarkable image appears to 
be that on a silver medallion bearing the heads of Claudius 
and Agrippina, which is the more curious as being nearly 
contemporary with the period of Saint Paul’s visit to 
Ephesus. These pieces were doubtless in circulation 
throughout all Asia Minor, and could be obtained by de- 
votees at the shrine of the Ephesian goddess. 



Obv. — Tiberius CL A YDius CAESar A V Gustus AGRIPPma 
AVG-VSTA. The heads of Claudius arid Agrippina 
side by side. 

ft.— DIANA E PH ESI A. The statue of Diana Ephesia. 


35 See the coins of Antoninus Pius and of Otacilia, engraved in 
illustration of a paper on the Coins of Ephesus, Num. Chron. 
vol. iv. art. xii. On the latter there is a small figure of a stag 
on each side the figure of the goddess, as on the silver medallions 
of Hadrian, struck, in all probability, on the same occasion as the 
above. 

36 Vitruvius, De Architect, lib. ii. c. ix. Plin. Hist, Nat. Lib. 
xvi. c. xl. 
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The figure on the reverse of this example has a vraisemblance 
which we do not discover on the coins of a later reign. The 
form and style are decidedly archaic; and the arms project 
from the sides as though they did not originally constitute 
a part of the idol, but were the addenda of a later period. 
Pliny marvels that though so small it was not of one 
piece, a circumstance which indicates a very primitive 
style of art. 37 


§ 7. — “AND CERTAIN OF THE CHIEF OF ASIA.” 

Acts xix. 31. 

Tivh Se teal ro>v 'Acriap^cov. The Asiarchs, or “ chief of 
Asia,” here mentioned, were not only the presidents of the 
public games and festivals held in the most celebrated cities 
of Asia, but they also bore, like the Roman iEdiles, the 
whole expense of them; hence, none but the wealthiest per- 
sons could take upon them such an office: “ hujus sacerdotii 
honos non mediocris, nec mediocri pecunia constat.” Strabo 
says that on this account the Asiarchs were generally se- 
lected from amongst the Trallians, who were reckoned the 
wealthiest of the Asiatics. 38 They wore a rich official 
costume, and on their heads golden crowns. The engraving 
here given is from the reverse of a coin of Hypsepa, in 
Lydia, with the portrait of Plautilla, the wife of Caracalla. 
The type represents a military figure pouring the contents 
of a patera upon an altar, with the fire kindled, while 
Victory behind places a garland on his head. The legend 

is Eni (M)ENANAPOY B . AOI CTP. YnAIIIHN&N — ettl 

MevavdpovB, AatapKov (mi) ST Barijyov YTraarrfywy — i.e. (Money) 


37 Hist. Nat. lib. xvi. c. xl. 

38 Lib. xiv. 
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of the people of Hypaepa under Menander, for the second time 39 
Asiarchus and Praetor , 



The mention of the friendship of the Asiarchs for Paul 
appears to add another to the numerous proofs of the con- 
temporaneous character of these narratives; and it may truly 
he said with Duchal, as quoted by Paley , 40 “ it doth not 
appear that it ever came into the mind of these writers, how 
this or the other action would appear to mankind, or what 
objections might be raised upon them. But without at all 
attending to this, they lay the facts before you, at no pains 
to think whether they would appear credible or not. If the 
reader will not believe their testimony, there is no help for 
it: they tell the truth and attend to nothing else. Surely 
this looks like sincerity, and that they published nothing to 
the world but what they believed themselves.” 

The foregoing remarks are especially applicable to the 


39 A coin of Antoninus, struck at Hypsepa, bears the name of 
Julius Menander, who may probably be the same personage, as 
the Asiarchs were not only allowed to hold their office a second 
time, as seen by the coin here represented, but were so styled in 
courtesy during the rest of their lives. 

This coin, as well as that here engraved, was described by me 
in an article communicated to the Gentleman’s Magazine for Au- 
gust, 1835. 

40 Evidences, Part II. chap, iii. 
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passage at the head of this section. That the very main- 
tainers and presidents of the heathen sports and festivals of 
a people to whom the doctrine of Christ and the resurrection 
was foolishness were the friends of Paul, was an assertion 
which no fabricator of a forgery would have ventured upon. 
We cannot penetrate the veil which antiquity has thrown 
over these events, and are only left to conjecture, either that 
Christianity itself had supporters, though secret ones, who 
feared the multitude, in these wealthy Asiatics; or that, 
careless of the truth of what the apostle preached, they 
admired his eloquence, and wished to protect one whom 
they considered highly gifted. 

§ 8 . — u AND WHEN THE TOWN CLERK HAD APPEASED 
THE PEOPLE.” — Acts xix. 35. 

The word TpapbfjLciTevs, rendered in our version of the 
New Testament “ town clerk,” 41 is to be differently under- 
stood as it occurs in different places in Holy Writ. As in 
our days “ lawyer” may be used in speaking of several 
kinds of legal functionaries, so the word scribe occurs in 
both the Old and New Testaments. In its general sense, 
and as used in the gospels, it doubtless signifies a lettered 
person; as may be inferred from its obvious derivation from 
jpdfMjjbara , letters or book-learning . When a scribe of a 
superior order is indicated there is generally some affix, as 
in the Septuagint (2 Kings xii. 10), where the king’s 
scribe, 6 rypafifiarev^ rov /3acriXecD$ : is described as the 
confidential officer of the Jewish monarch. The scribe here 
mentioned as appeasing the clamour of the Ephesian mob 

41 Wiclif renders it “ scribe “ and whanne the scribe hadde 
ceesid the puple.” 
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was a personage of great importance in the Greek and 
Asiatic cities. That the office was a most honourable one 
may be inferred from a coin of Nysa, in Caria, on which 
Tiberius Caesar is styled scribe of that city . 42 The scribe 
was elected yearly, like the archon; and on the coins of 
Ephesus we find that the office was held several times by 
the same person. Thus, Cusinius the scribe, whose name 
is placed on the coin here represented, appears by the in- 
scription to have been elected to that office four times. The 
obverse bears the heads of Drusus and Antonia, side by 
side; the reverse has the figure of a stag, and the legend, 
K0YCINI02 To. A. ; i. e. (Money) of the Ephesians , 
Cusinius , {scribe) for the fourth time. 


M 




That Cusinius was the scribe we learn from a coin of 
Livia, cited by Mionnct . 43 On the coins of Nero, the name 
of the Proconsul appears instead of that of the scribe . 44 But 
for this circumstance the name of the u town clerk,” whose 
tact and promptitude dispersed the Ephesian mob, might 
probably have been known. 

The stag is the common type of the autonomous coins of 


42 Frdlich, Quatuor Tentamina, p. 154. 

43 From the Cab. Cousinery. Descr. tom, iii. p. 93. 

44 See § 10. That of the scribe appears again under Domitian, 
on whose coins we find the name of Ccecenuiits Foetus. See 
Remarks on the Coins of Ephesus while under the Roman 
dominion, Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. IV. art. xii. 
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Epliesus; a fact noticed by the sophist Libanius, 45 and 
attested by numerous existing examples. 


§ 9. — “ THE CITY OP THE EPHESIANS IS A WORSHIPPER 
OF THE GREAT GODDESS DIANA.” Acts xix. 35. 

The word rendered in our version of the New Testament 
u worshipper,” is, in the original, veco/copos: a title derived 
from veo)?, a temple, and fccopeco , to sweep, and such was its 
primitive signification; but in the course of time it became 
of the highest importance, and is found perpetually inscribed 
on the coins of several cities. The chief pride of the people 
of Ephesus was that they were the neocori of their goddess 
Diana; but in the days of their decline they added to this 
the especial guardianship of the temple of the emperor. On 
a coin of Caracalla we have the representation of four 
temples, three of them having figures of emperors, and the 
other containing the statue of the far-famed goddess : legend, 
e#ecmN npmm aciac a. NeaKop^ ; 46 i. e . (Money) 
of the Ephesians , the first of Asia, four times Neocori . 

This boasted epithet will be found on the coin of which 
an engraving is given in illustration of the following section. 


§ 10. — “ THE LAW IS OPEN, AND THERE ARE DEPUTIES.” 
Acts xix. 38. 

’AyopcuoL ayovrcu teal AN QTIIATOI elatv . The words 
of the u town clerk” seem to indicate that the power of the 
scribe or grammateus was at this time considerably abridged. 


46 5 EtyavLOLG Se koX to vopLcpa rip* t\a <f>ov etyspsv. Orat. xxxii. 

4(5 See Remarks on the Coins of Ephesus under the Roman do- 
minion, Numismatic Chronicle,. Yol. IV. art. xii. 
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It appears by the coin here engraved that the proconsular 
authority was fully established at Ephesus in the reign of 
Nero. 

Of the office of scribe we have spoken in § 8. JEch~ 
modes Aviola, the proconsul whose name appears on this 
coin, is supposed by Eckhel 47 to have held the consular 
office in the year of Eome 807. Aviola was a cognomen of 
the consular family Acilia. The Turones and Andecavi 
were defeated by Acilius Aviola in the reign of Tiberius. 48 
The name of Aviola appears on coins of Smyrna and of 
Pergamos under Caligula. 49 

This coin bears on the obverse the head of Nero laureated; 
and the legend, NEP&N KLAIEAP. The reverse, a repre- 
sentation of the temple of Diana; legend, E<1>. AIXMOKAH 
AOYIOAA ANQYHATO NEOKOP&N ; i.e. (Money) of the 
Ephesians , Neocori, Aechmocles Aviola , Proconsul. 



§ 11. “ BUT PAUL SAID, I AM A MAN WHICH AM A JEW 

OF TARSUS IN CILICIA, A CITIZEN OF NO MEAN CITT.” 

Acts xxi. 39. 

“AND PAUL SAID, BUT I WAS FREE BORN.” 

Acts xxii. 28. 

The coins of Tarsus abundantly testify that she was “no 

47 Doct. Num. Vet. vulii. p. 159. 

48 Tacitus, Ann. iii. c. 41. 

49 Eckhel, Doct. Num. Yet. vol ii. p.519. 





40 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


mean city.” Many bear the title of Autonomous and Me- 
tropolis . 50 A coin of Severus bears the legend, TAPCOY 
MHTPottoXewc TON KIAIKK1N ICAYPIA KAPIA AYKAONIA; 
i. e. (Money) of Tarsus , Metropolis of Cilicia , Isauria , Caria 7 
Lycaonia . Another of Caracalla has, KOINOC TON TPICON 
ETIAPXI^N ; Tfte Community of the three Provinces. A third 
mentions its site, on the river Cydnus : TAP2EQ.N T£2N IIP02 
KYAN. But this coin of Caracalla illustrates the words of 
Saint Paul. 



It bears on. the obverse the laureated head of the em- 
peror; legend, AYT. K. M. AYP. C6YHP0C ANTON8IN0C C.- 
i. e. The Emperor Ccesar Marcus Aurelius , Severus Antoninus , 
Augustus . R. — KOINOBOYAION GAGYO. TAPCGwc; i. e. 
The Joint Councils of free .Tarsus. 

Bckhel cites a passage from Dio Chrysostom praising the 
unanimity of the “three Estates;” i.e. the Arj/ios, the 
Bovkrj^ and the Tepovaia . He also remarks on the appro- 
priateness of the type of Minerva, who appears to be casting 
into the urn the unanimous vote of the three councils . 51 


50 The letters A.M.B. sometimes occur on the coins of Tarsus, 
and. are rendered prima sola Cilicia. 

61 Dock Num. Yet. vol. iii, p. 73, 
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§ 12. — “AND AFTER CERTAIN DAYS KING AGRIPPA AND 
BERNICE CAME UNTO CJESAREA ” Acts XXV. 13, 

The Agrippa here mentioned was the son of Agrippa 
Magnus. He was seventeen years old on the death of his 
father; and the emperor Claudius, deeming him too young 
for government, kept him at Rome, and sent Cuspius Fadus 
as procurator into Judaea, which for a time became again a 
Roman province. Upon the death of his uncle, Herod, 
king of Chalcis (a.d. 48), the little kingdom of that prince, 
with the privilege of superintending the temple and no- 
minating the high priest, was given to Agrippa; and four 
years subsequently, he received in its stead the tetrarchies of 
Philip and Lysanias, and the title of king. Seven years 
afterwards, Nero gave him the cities of Tiberias and 
Tarichese, in Galilee, and Julias, with several villages in 
Persea. 

This prince, notwithstanding the troubles which now 
began to afflict his ill-fated country, spent large sums in 
improving and beautifying Jerusalem, Berytus, and Caesarea 
Panias (Caesarea Philippi). Of the latter there is a coin 
extant, bearing the head of Nero: reverse , EIII BA2IAE. 
ArPHIIIA NEP&NIE, 52 'within a laurel garland, confirming 
the account of Josephus, who says Herod enlarged and called 
the city Neronias, in honour of the emperor. 53 

There are other coins of Agrippa, bearing the heads of 
Titus, Vespasian, and Domitian; one of which is remarkable 
for the prsanomen Marcus ; 54 but the example here engraved 

52 PeUerm,Med. de Rois,p. 176; Eckhel,D.N.V., vol.iii. 493. 

53 Antiq. lib. xx. e. 9, § 8 ? 4. 

54 Eckhel, D. N. V., vol. iii. p. 494. Pellerin thinks this name 
was given to Agrippa, on account of his family being so much 
indebted to the Triumvir Antonius; Eckhel, however, is disposed 
to refer it to Marcus Agrippa. 
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is best adapted for our illustration. It bears on one side the 
tabernaculum , and the legend BACIAECU2 ArPIMlA. Rev . 
(the date detrited) three ears of corn bound together. 

The learned have offered various solutions of this type : 
some supposing the ears of corn to be intended to represent 
the oblation of the first fruits; but Eckhel 55 inclines to the 
opinion, that it Was chosen as less repugnant to the Jews 
than the ordinary representations on the money of this 
period. Be this as it may, this coin is more Judean in 
character than the other money of Agrippa, and is formed 
on the model of the small brass pieces of Judaea in genere 1 
given in the note on the tribute money. 



§ 13. — “ THEY DELIVERED PAUL AND CERTAIN OTHER 
PRISONERS UNTO ONE NAMED JULIUS, A CENTURION 
OP AUGUSTUS’ BAND.” — Acts xxvii. 1. 

The relp7]$ Heftaarrjs has been rendered by some com- 
mentators, “legio Augusta,” by others, “cohors Augusta,” 
assuming it to have been a cohort belonging to a legion 
then serving in Syria, and bearing the name of Augusta. 
Three legions, namely, the second, third, and eighth, bore 
this designation; but, from all we can learn from Dion 
Cassius, Tacitus, and other sources, none of them were ever 
in Syria or Judaea. 


66 Eckhel, D. N. Y., vol. iii. p. 493. 
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The legions serving in Syria and Judaea about the time of 
Vespasian* were — 

In Syria, Legio iii. Gallica. 

iv. Scythica. 
vi. Ferrata. 
xii. Fulminifera. 

In Judaea, Legio v. Macedonica. 
x. 

xv. Apollinaxis. 

But we do not find either of the legions called “ Augusta .” 66 

In the note upon Acts x. 1 , it is observed that the Ro- 
mans levied many soldiers to recruit their forces in Syria 
and Judaea . 57 Among these levies two were pre-eminently 
distinguished: those from Caesarea ( Kaiaapei 9 ) and those 
from Samaria (^e^aar^yoL). 58 Josephus mentions Cumanus, 
the predecessor of Felix, as taking with him a troop of these 
Sebastenoi — avaXa/3o)v rrjv rcov % e/3a&T'r)vG>v dXqv, 59 

We have seen, by the testimony afforded both, by history 
and by coins, that no soldier of a “legio Augusta,” or 
“cohors Augusta,” could have been quartered in Syria or 
Judaea. It is, therefore, most probable that the Smipa, 
^efictGTr) was a Samaritan corps in the Roman army; 
whether forming a part of a legion or not is immaterial. 
The €iXr) %€/3aaTr)v&v, mentioned above, were horse; but 
we may fairly infer that among so numerous a body as the 
^efiaarrivoL there were foot as well as horse. 


66 Brotier in Tacit, iii. p. 480. 

57 Josephus, Ant. xix. 9, 2. 

58 For the name of Samaria being changed to Sebaste, by 
Herod, see Forbiger, Handbuch der Alt. Geogr. p. 696. 

59 Josephus, Ant. xx. 6, 1. 
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III. 

MEDAL OF THE PRETENDER. 



The very rare* and hitherto unpublished* Medal here 
represented, does not exist in the British Museum, and is 
not to be found in the best and most complete collections 
of medals relating to the Pretender’s family. On the ob- 
verse is the Duke of Cumberland (Butcher Billy, as he was 
called by the Scotch Jacobites), on horseback: the reverse 
represents the Pretender attempting to reach a crown which 
is on the summit of a column, while the duke comes 
behind him and pierces him through with his sword, say- 
ing, “Come back again, Pretenter” This medal is of 
copper, of very coarse execution, made probably for “the 
mob,” at a small cost. It is not, however, less valuable in 
an historical point of view, and may be considered as an 
evidence of the hatred in which the Stuart family and their 
adherents were held by the London populace. The pre- 
sent year being the centenary of the battle of Culloden, 
by which the Pretender’s hopes were finally crushed, the 
medal may not inappropriately, at this time, occupy a 
corner in the Numismatic Chronicle. 


B. Nightingale, 
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An Essay on the Numismatic History of the Ancient Kingdom of 
the East Angles . By D. H. Haigh. Leeds, 1845. 

Notwithstanding the many illustrated works on the Anglo- 
Saxon coinage which have appeared within the last few years, it 
is perhaps the general opinion of collectors that some publication 
is still wanting, in which the materials given to the public may 
be re-arranged and concentrated. 

Ruding and Plawkins together have furnished us with a very 
complete representation, or description of Anglo-Saxon types, up 
to the time when the last-mentioned work was published. But 
since that time, the very important Cuerdale discovery has been 
made, and many treasures have been produced from private 
cabinets, so that we are furnished with a variety of new types, and 
with their help are enabled to appropriate some old ones with 
greater certainty. 

To embody in one work all existing materials, and to correct 
former mistakes and misappropriations, is the object of our author 
in the publication, the first fasciculus of which is now before us. 

T v «e task could scarcely have been taken up by more able 
hands. Mr. Haigh is well known to our readers as an able 
numismatic antiquary, well versed in the old chronicles, ingenious 
in his conjectures, and indefatigable in his search after materials. 
The present specimen of his work proves him to be also a minutely 
accurate draughtsman. 

We are not sure that he has done wisely in first approaching 
that part of his subject which is involved in the greatest obscurity. 
Where there is much obscurity, it must be particularly difficult to 
make such conjectures as will meet with general acceptance, and 
so to commend one’s-self and one’s work to the public. 

However, Mr. Haigh has boldly grappled with the difficulties 
of his subject, and, if his appropriations are approved, furnished 
us with what history fails to furnish us with, a tolerably complete 
succession of East- Anglian princes, from the cotemporary of Offa 
to the godson of Alfred, i. e. from 790 to 890 ; but whatever may 
be thought of his appropriations, we do not think it can be said 
that he has affixed to any single coin an improbable date. 

The first on his list is the penny of Ethelbert, transferred from 
Kent, to which kingdom it has been usually given. Ethelbert, 
of Kent, died in 760, too early a date for this coin, if we suppose 
it to have been struck in imitation of the coins of Offa, which it 
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resembles in size and workmanship. It is not likely that Offa, if 
he was the first to strike pennies, struck them at such an early 
period ; and it is more probable that he should find an imitator 
before 793, when Ethelberfc of East Anglia died, than before 
760. We agree with Mr. Haigh, in thinking this latter date an 
improbable one ; but we observe that Sir Francis Palgrave has 
given to Kent another Ethel bert, to whom he has affixed the date 
of 770. The existence of this third Ethelberfc, if considered 
certain, would, we think, much increase the difficulty of appro- 
priating the piece in question. 

After Ethelberfc, Mr. Haigh supposes Eadvald to have reigned 
in East- Anglia about a. d.BOO. Now, though we are prepared 
to remove bis coins from their old position, which seems altogether 
unwarrantable, we are not so -sure that they must be transferred 
to East- Anglia. We believe that there is nothing in the history 
or circumstances of the Kentish kingdom, at or about the close 
of Offa’s reign, to render it impossible there should have been a 
king ther.e of the name of Eadvald; and when we take into con- 
sideration the striking affinity of Kentish and Mercian types, 
some persons may think that this possibility is raised to a high 
probability. All, however, that we wish now to contend for, is the 
reasonableness of pausing previous to exchanging a wrong for a 
doubtful appropriation. 

It is, we suppose, by this time generally admitted, that the 
coins next iu order, those of Ethelstan, with as well as without 
the portrait, belong to a king of East- Anglia, who flourished 
about a. t >. 825. We are now, for the first time, presented with 
the engraving of a unique type (pi. i. fig, 7), which is a decisive 
connecting link between the two sorts. Before the discovery of 
this type, the connection was strongly suspected by some anti- 
quaries ; but denied by others. We think that it is now incon- 
testably proved. The coin itself, which affords this evidence, is 
one of the most valuable acquisitions made for the national museum 
at a recent important sale. 

We have no fresh observations to offer on the coins of Beorhtric 
and Ethelward, which we suppose to be correctly attributed to 
East Anglia, though history does not mention their names. Mr. 
Haigh furnishes us with a new coin of Ethelward, of very rude 
workmanship, with a cross crosslet on the reverse. This type is 
a fresh connecting link between the portrait coins of Ethelstan and 
East- Anglia. 

Oswald and Ethelred are both new appropriations. We do not ' 
feel sure, that at the period to which they are given, 870-878, we 
ought to look for any specimens of East- Anglian coinage. One 
of the coins attributed to Oswald is a fragment, in which the 
most important part is wanting : the other may be one of the 
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many blundered St. Eadmunds, and Etlielred may be the brother 
of Alfred. 

On the whole, much as we admire the beautiful specimen of his 
work with which Mr. Haigh has favoured us, we should have 
admired it still more if he had abstained for the present from fix- 
ing the appropriation of Ethelbert, Eadvald, Oswald, and Ethelred. 

It is not that we have any decided repugnance to his conjec- 
tures — they are not improbable; but there are others which to 
some minds will seem more probable, and we do not think every 
probable conjecture sufficient ground for an appropriation. Where 
there is so much room for hesitation, let us wait for further 
evidence ; let us advance step by step upon something like cer- 
tainties, then we shall not have any steps to retrace, and shall not 
embarrass a difficult subject with ungrounded assumptions. 

We do not entirety agree with a rule which has been laid 
down, “ not to remove a coin from a place where it has been long 
located, even if there are strong grounds to believe the location 
erroneous, until you have a sure domicile in which it may repose 
undisturbed at least we think it a rule which must have excep- 
tions. For instance, OfFa ought to occupy his right place at the 
commencement of the Mercian series. Eadvald's being placed 
there gives an erroneous impression as to the coinage of that 
kingdom. His coins are of a later date, and they are not Mer- 
cian ; and though when removing them you know not where to 
put them, you know that they can never be restored to the place 
from which you have taken them. 

What we very much wish is, that Mr. Haigh, or any one 
putting forth a new work on the Anglo-Saxon Coinage, would 
give us a series apart of such coins as cannot be appropriated with 
certainty ; there let them rest till further evidence gives them a 
local habitation. Amongst these, we should place the skeattae of 
Ethelbert I., the pennies of Ethelbert, Eadvald, Eanred, Oswald, 
Ethelred, and perhaps others ; they are capable of chronological 
arrangement, though not of appropriation. 

We hope it will not be thought, from anything that has been 
here said, that we are insensible to the merits of Mr. Haigh’s 
work. We have to thank him for the first complete tabular view 
of the coins of East Anglia — for five plates, drawn with the 
minutest accuracy and delicately engraved — and for the first pub- 
lication of several remarkable types; and our earnest hope is that 
all persons who are interested in this branch of numismatics, will 
give him their cordial support, and enable him to carry on his 
work to completion. 
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The Society of Agriculture, Commerce, Science and Arts, of 
Calais, offer a prize gold medal of the value of 1 00 francs for the 
best description of the coins and medals struck at Calais, or re- 
lating to the history of that place. 

A large number of washed small brass coins have been lately 
discovered in Somersetshire, near the Mendip Hills. We have 
not received any detailed account of the examination of these 
coins, but we are informed that there was nothing more valuable 
among them than a Carausius. 
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IV. 

EXAMPLES OF LONDON COFFEE-HOUSE AND 
TAVERN TOKENS. 

When we committed to the hands of our printers the 
list of tokens issued by Wiltshire tradesmen in the 
seventeenth century, we trusted that it would find favour 
among a few of the readers of the Numismatic Chronicle; 
but we had some misgivings as to its reception by our 
French friends. Our uneasiness on this head has, how- 
ever, diminished; and a paper in a recent number of the 
Revue Numismatique, on the Brummagem satirical me- 
dalets struck in this country, in ridicule of Tom Paine and 
the Jacobins of his day, assures us that even such trifles 
as these are occasionally not unworthy the notice of the 
learned and practised Numismatist * 1 

The greater part of the tokens comprised in the follow- 
ing list, were issued by the keepers of coffee-houses and 
taverns , 2 and on that account, are not altogether destitute 

1 M. de Longperier has not thought them beneath his notice, 
but in the following number of the Revue, instructs his country- 
men in the doable entendre of their equivocal legends and bizarre 
types* 

2 Few persons will require to be reminded, that every trades- 
man once had his particular sign, and that when the houses in 
streets were not numbered, such a practice was not without its 
use. A few shops and houses of business may yet be found in 
London, especially the old established ones, that have not entirely 
discarded their signs, and they may still be seen occupying the 
place of a pane in the window. One or two bankers, too, do not 
disdain to exhibit their ancient cognizance over the door. Messrs. 
Hoare display the golden bottle over the entrance of their elegant 
new house of business. 

VOL. IX. H 
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of historical interest. Tavern signs change with the times : 
Harry the Eighth, Elizabeth, the Palgrave, Monk, and, in 
more modern days — 

“ Vernon, the butcher Cumberland, Wolfe, Hawke, 

Prince Ferdinand, Granby, Burgoyne, Keppel, Howe, 

Evil and good, have had their tithe of talk, 

And filled their sign-posts then, like Wellesley now.” 

A chapter of some length might be written on these 
changes, and the causes that led to them. There are 
other mutations, not affected by political events, which ale- 
house and taveim signs, and their designations, have under- 
gone. Every body knows that cc The Satyr and Bac- 
chanals” became in due time cc The Satyr and Bag o’ Nails,” 
and that the puritan cc God encompasseth us,” w T as pro- 
faned to (C the Goat and Compasses !” Nor is it necessary 
to remind the reader that it was proposed, with the addi- 
tion of a few touches of the painter's brush, to convert the 
goodly effigies of Sir Roger de Coverley into a Saracen's 
Head ! 

Several of the tokens here described are of taverns in 
the vicinity of the Inns of Court and Temple Bar, the 
great thoroughfare from the city to the west end. This 
neighbourhood, though it has undergone many changes, 
still preserves some relics of its former state. Its taverns — 
snug enough when you reach them — at the ends of narrow 
courts; its quaint looking houses,- Bell Yard and Shire 
Lane , 3 with their ancient tenements huddled together and 


3 This, for a long time, was a horrible den. An attempt has 
been recently made, we believe, to purge it of its abominations. 
Shire Lane appears to have had an equivocal reputation in the 
17th century. Here lodged that audacious villain, Titus Oates, 
while the town, and indeed all England, was ringing with 
accounts of pretended plots against the state. 
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cramped for room, all tend to convey an idea of what 
London was in old times. 

The list which follows is a fair average sample of the 
quasi currency which provoked the scorn of Evelyn, and 
inundated the country in the middle of the 17th century, 
supplying cc small change” to dealers and chapmen, until a 
legitimate coinage of farthings succeeded. 4 


1. Obv . — morat. Turk's head. 

R. THE COFFEE HOVSE IN EXCIIANG ALLEY. 

2. Obv. — thomas strovd at. A Turk’s head ; In the 

held, ?. 

R> — lvdgate coffee hovse. A view of Ludgate. 

3. Obv . — the coffee hovse at the. A Turk’s head. 

R. — west end of st pavl’s. In the field, a mono- 
gram composed of cyphers. 

All these coffee-houses still exist. The first, is the well- 
known “ Garraway’s;” and has long been a celebrated mart 
for the sale of landed and other property. The other two 
have grown into extensive and respectable hotels, where 
many good things are dispensed, besides the decoction 
which gave the general name to these houses of resort. 
Coffee, it is well known, was introduced by the traders in 
the Levant; hence the adoption of the head of the reigning 
Sultan, Amurath the Third (popularly called Morad or 
Morat) as a sign. Snelling has engraved a coffee-house 
token, on which the Turk’s head appears with the following 
distich : — 

“ Morat, the great man did mee call, 

Where’er I came I conquered all.” 


4 Ruding, in his Annals under the year 1665, seems to doubt, 
that the farthings with carolvs a carolo were ever in circula- 
tion ; but the fact that they are at this time very common, and 
that many are much worn, shows that they must have been current. 
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On the token No. 6, we have the head of Solyman. 

4. Obv. THE SVLTANESS A COFFEE HOVSE, Head to the 

left. 

R. — in sweeting's rents cornhill. A shield of 
arms. 

Sweeting’s Rents have fled for ever before the inarch of 
improvement. Our metropolitan readers will not require 
to be reminded that they bounded the east side of the 
old Exchange, and that Sweeting’s Alley, leading to them, 
was generally crowded, during “ ’Change hours,” with spec- 
tacled elderly gentlemen peering at the caricatures, and 
country bumpkins wondering at various illustrations of the 
perpetual motion in the chronometer shops. 

5. Obv. — NEAR THE east India hovs. A Turk's head. 

R. — in leaden hall street. In the field, iohns 

HALF PENY. 

John’s coffee was for a number of years in high repute. 

6. Obv . — solyman. A Turk’s head, 

R. — ward’s coffee hovse in bread street 1671, 
across the field in five lines. 

7. Obv. — tho. ovt ridge at carter. A table, on which 

are placed a cup and saucer, and a couple of short 
pipes : above, a hand holding a cup. 

R. — lane end near creed lane. A Turk’s head: 
in the field, ?. 

This token, like many others of the period, is of an 
octangular shape. The device of the obverse shews that 
the citizens took 8 pipe with their coffee after the oriental 
custom ; but, instead of the long i tchibouk, we have a 
couple of short pipes of the same character as those so 
often dug up in our London excavations, the shape of 
which is so well given in Teniers’ smoking scenes. 



LONDON COFFEE-HOUSE AND TAVERN TOKENS. 53 


8. Obi), — neere the tower royall, A Turk’s head. 

R. — tho. scarlett his coffee penny, across the field, 
in four lilies. 

Tower Royal is, as most of our readers are aware, a 
small street leading from the end of Budge Row to Cloak 
Lane. The neighbourhood must have greatly changed 
since that day. A coffee-house of any repute, could not 
exist there now. The same may be said of the localities 
of Nos. 6 and 7, which, at the time of the currency of those 
pieces, were doubtless more busy thoroughfares. 

9. Obv . — i. d. in shepe yard his half peny, in four lines 

across the field, 

R. — withovt temple bar. A ship in full sail. 

10. Obv . — nat. child near y e may poal. A boar’s head 

pierced with three arrows. 

R. — in y e strand grocer iiis \ A chequered square. 

The May Pole, in the Strand, stood where the New 
Church now stands, and nearly opposite Somerset House. 
It was taken down in the year 1718. 

11. Obv, — at the saiiasons head. A head bearded, and 

laureated, full faced. 

R. — IN WESTMINSTER grocer. In the field, I.M.B. 

The Saracen’s head is probably a sign as old as the time 
of the Crusades ; and the grim portrait in vogue at this 
day, appears by the token to have been traditionally 
handed down. The reader will not forget the story re- 
lated in the cc Spectator,” of Sir Roger de Coverley and 
the Saracen’s head. 

12. Obv. — at the ship withovt. A ship in full sail. 

R. — temple bar 1649. In the field, w. m.s. 

Faithorne, the engraver, who died in 1691, lived at the 
sign of the Ship, next to the Drake, opposite the Pal- 
grave’s Head tavern, without Temple Bar, where he not 
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only followed his art, but sold Italian, Dutch, and English 
prints. — Walpole . 

13. Obv. — IOHN ANNISON AT Y E WHALE bo*. In the field, 

the scapula of a whale, between the letters 68 

( 1668 ). 

R. — NEW CIIEAPSIDE IN MOREFEILDS. In the field, 
his half penYj in three lines. 

The “Whalebone” was a celebrated place in the reign 
of Charles the Second. 

14. Obv . — edw. gilney at y b . In the field, three horse shoes, 

and three diamonds. 

R. — in pickedille. In the field, e. h. g. between three 
diamonds. 

15. Obv . — at the three. In the field, three barrels or tuns. 

R. — tuns in bedlam. In the field, c. h. a. 

From the type of the three tuns, the arms of the 
Vintner’s Company, we may infer, that this was the token 
of a tavern within the precincts of Old Bedlam. 

16. Obv. — will, ionson at y e drake. In the field, a 

drake. 

R. BELL YARD NEARE TEMPLE BAR. In the field, 

HIS HALF PENY 1667. 

“The Drake,” stood next to “The Ship.” See No. 9. 
It was doubtless a rebus, and alluded to the admiral, 
who was very popular in the reign of Elizabeth, the mint- 
mark of the martlett on her coins being termed by the 
vulgar a drake. The situation of this sign near the Ship 
was appropriate enough. 

17. Obv . — Edward Barnard at y e Dolphin in King street in 

Westminster . 

R. — his half peny. A dolphin ; below, an arm hold- 
ing a coffee-pot over a saucer or basin. 

18. Richard lawton at y e bel. In the field, a large bell, 

and the words his iial peny. 

R. — and 3 cranes by v B savoy. 67. In the field, three 
cranes. 
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This sign is clearly indicated by the three birds; but 
“ 3 Cranes Wharf*” near St. Paul’s* is so named from the 
three machines with which goods are craned” into ware- 
houses* etc. 

19. Obv. — A triumphal arch, with three gates within a garland. 

R. THE PAGEANT TAVERNE AT CHARING CROSSE ; I. W. 

within a garland. 

There was the cc Triumph Tavern ’’ at Charing Cross, 
which may have been the same establishment. 

20. Obv . — ioseph inman at the. In the field, a tankard. 

R. TANKERD HOVSE IN DREWRY LANE, 1668, in five 

lines across the field. 

21. Obv. AT THE HOLE IN THE WALL. A Wall* with a 

circular hole in it. 

R'. IN CHANCERY LANE HIS HALF PENY. I. M. F. ill 

five lines, within compartments, across the field. 

cc The Hole in the Wall” still exists in Chancery Lane. 
It was a popular sign* and several taverns bore the same 
designation, which probably originated in a certain tavern 
being situated in some umbrageous recess in the old city walls. 
Many of the most popular and most frequented taverns of 
the present day* are located in twilight courts and alleys* 
into which Phoebus peeps at Midsummer tide only when 
on the meridian. Such localities may have been selected 
on more than one account : they not only afforded good 
skulking cc holes ” for those who loved drinking better than 
work; but beer and other liquors keep better in the shade. 
These haunts, like Lady Mary’s farm* were — 

ct In summer shady, and in winter warm.’' 

Rawlins, the engraver of the fine and much coveted 
Oxford Crown, with a view of the city under the horse, dates 
a quaint supplicatory letter to John Evelyn , fg from the Hole 
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in the Wall, in St. Martins ,” 5 no misnomer, we will be 
sworn, in that aggregation of debt and dissipation, when 
debtors were cabined, cribbed, confined, with a very 
remote chance of redemption. In the days of Rye-House 
and Meal-Tub plots, philanthropy overlooked such little 
matters ; and small debts bills were not dreamt of in the 
philosophy of speculative legislators. Among other places, 
which bore the designation of the Hole in the Wall, there 
was one in Chandos Street, in which the famous Duval, 
the highwayman, was apprehended after an attack on — 
two bottles of wine , 6 probably drugged by a friend” or 
mistress. 


5 Numismatic Chronicle, Vol. III., p. 123. 

6 We have before us a small tract of the time, which professes 
to give an account of this fellow, half serious, half bantering, 
half condemnatory, half apologetical ; but we confess, that we 
can see nothing to justify his exaltation by the gentlemen of the 
Newgate School of Romance. We, however, must wonder at 
nothing, when a man of real genius condescends to make the 
cold-blooded, cruel, and calculating Eugene Aram, the hero of 
his romance, and to represent him in love!! The only thing 
that can be said in favour of highwaymen is, that they were rarely 
murderers , and never murderers in cold blood. What a change 
has taken place in society, long since these tokens were current 
in London, ay, even within the last fifty years. Sir Richard 
Rirnie, the well-known police magistrate, once remarked, in a 
tone which seemed almost to indicate that he deplored what might 
be deemed the decay of national spirit, that he “ had not heard 
of a mounted highwayman for thirty years !” In the days of George 
the Second, people were brought to a stand by highwaymen as 
they crossed Covent Garden in their chairs ; and the parks, and 
suburbs of London after dark, were left to the desperate of both 
sexes. Now-a-days, a child might walk from Tyburn to Mile- 
End at midnight without fear ! Still, if we take the aggregate of 
swindling, “ hocussing,” and petty larceny, with a number of other 
mean and dastardly vices in our own generation, and place them 
against the burglaries and highway robberies in the days of our 
grandfathers, the present race will have little to boast of. 
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22. Obv . — the king’s head tavern. The bust, of Henry the 

Eighth. 

R. AT CHANCERY LANE END. Ill the field, T. A. K. 

In the reign of Charles the Second, the Earl of Shaftes- 
bury was president of the Green Ribbon Club , which held 
their meetings here, and were supposed to be the principal 
promoters of the “ Pope-burning tumults.” Roger North 
says, “ their seat was in a sort of carfour , at Chancery Lane 
End* 

23. Obv. — at the king's head. The bust of Henry the 

Eighth, 

R. — in fleet streete. Letters detrited. 

The bust on this token resembles that on No. 22 ; and 
though rudely executed, conveys no bad idea of the por- 
traiture of the English Herod. A friend observes, that for 
two centuries “the King’s Head” meant Henry the Eighth, 
and the sign of “ the Queen’s Head” Queen Elizabeth. 

24. Obv . — at the canary iiovsE. In the field, canary , in a 

monogram of cyphers. 

R. — in the strande 1655. In the field, i D in the 
centre of two flowers, rising from a base. 

25. Obv . — Robert cole at the. A cannoneer about to give 

fire to a piece of ordnance. His 

R. — In Hercules Fillers , in Fleet Street , 1666. 

Stow gives us a glimpse of the locality in which this sign 
figured — “Hercules Pillers Alley, on the south side of 
Fleet-street, near Saint Dunstan’s Church” (View of Lon- 
don , 8vo. 1708, p. 38). Strype says, — “Hercules Pillars 
Alley, but narrow, and altogether inhabited by such as 
keep public-houses for entertainment, for which it is of 
note” (p. 277). 
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26. Obv. — ROBERT HOLMES at the. The Prince of Wales’ 

feathers. 

R, — fethars in holborn. In the field, his half peny. 
The Feathers tavern still exists on the north side of 
Holborn. 

27. Obv. — the PALGRAV head tavern. The half-length 

portrait of the Palgrave, with baton in hand, the 
head uncovered. 

R. — WITHOVT TEMPLE BARR. In the field, HER HALFE 
PENNY. D. B. 

This famous tavern stood a short distance westward of 
Temple Bar, on the site of the present Palgrave Place. 
The period of the adoption of the sign may be judged, by 
the fact of the Palgrave being the husband of Elizabeth, 
daughter of James the First, the celebrated queen of Bohe- 
mia. 

28. Obv . EDWARD IARVIS AT THE GEORG. St. George, Oil 

horseback, piercing the dragon. 

R. — in cheapside markett. A monogram, in cyphers, 
of the issuer's name. 

Does “ Gheapside Markett” mean Honey Lane Market? 

29. Obv. — at the tarleton. The figure of Tarleton, to the 

left. 

R. — IN WEELERS street. In the field, W. F. w. 

Dick Tarleton, the famous clown and actor, was contem- 
porary with Shakespeare. He was the author of a dra- 
matic performance called “ The Seven Deadly Sins.” He 
died in 1589, Wheeler’s Street was situated in Southwark. 
The effigy on this token is doubtless a copy of that repre- 
sented on the sign of the house. ‘He holds in his hand a 
short stick, with which he beat the tabor. 

30. Obv . — at the d. and dvnstans. The representation 

of the saint standing at his anvil, and pulling the 
nose of the “ d.” with his pincers. 

R. — within temple barre. In the field, i. s. w. 
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This was the celebrated Devil tavern, so much frequented 
by Ben Jonson and his friends. Mark the propriety 
which restricts the name of his infernal highness to the bare 
initial! — “ the d. and dvnstan.” Was Boniface’s wife a 
puritan, and forbade any irreverent mention of the devil 
on her husband's tokens ? Or was he, too, like mine host 
o’ the Salutation (see No. 35), unwilling to give offence to 
the sectarians who visited his house ? The initials, in the 
field, of the reverse, seem to indicate that one of the Wad- 
loe family still kept the tavern. Simon Wadloe was mine 
host in the days of Ben Jonson, who dubbed him “king of 
skinkers.” The popular legend is well expressed on this 
rare, and perhaps unique token. The fiend is seized by 
the nose by the saint, while engaged at the anvil after 
the wont of the early ecclesiastics, who were carefully 
admonished, by the Anglo-Saxon laws, to betake them- 
selves to some handicraft, and thereby eschew idleness. 
On a visit to the remains of Mayfield palace, in Sussex, a 
few years since, the reputed scene of the encounter, we 
were shown a the same ’dentical pinchers” with which the 
resolute saint performed his feat. 7 They were large enough 
for the snout of leviathan. Observe, St. Dunstan works in 
his mitre, and not in a paper-cap; and the enemy of man- 
kind has the usual attributes with which the painters of 
the middle ages invested him. Having placed a triple crown 
on the head of the Deity, they next materialised the devil, 
and adorned him with the characteristics of a satyr. 


7 In the hall of the Goldsmith’s company is the picture of Saint 
Dunstan pulling the nose of the devil, while the heavenly host 
above look on and applaud the deed. “ It appears by this, J, says 
Pennant, “ that Saint Dunstan amused himself in works of gold, 
as well as iron ; so that it is no wonder to see the evil spirit in a 
place where the irritamenla malorum so much abound.” 
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The rambler in London will look in vain for the Devil 
Tavern beneath the shade of Temple Bar. The house, 
with a modern front, is now the banking house of Messrs. 
Child , 8 who have preserved the Leges Conviviales in the 
Apollo Room where Ben Jonson and his friends held 
their orgies. Sack and ale no longer flow here, and if 
any thing “short” is dispensed, it is the shortest change 
of a check ! 

31. Obv , — the castell tavern. A castle gate. 

R. — in wod streete 1656. In the field, k. m. a. 

Whether choice wits or dull phlegmatic citizens assembled 
here we know not ; all we can ascertain is, that the Castle 
tavern in Wood-street still exists. The usually redundant 
e in street , and the word wood spelt with one n, stand in 
singular contrast with each other. 

32. Obv* — RICHARD WASHBOVRNE AT THE. BlXSt of tile Duke 

of Albemarle, between the letters d. a. 

R. — tilt yard svtler 1660. In the field, HIS 

HALFE PENNY R. A. W. 

Old Maps of London and Westminster shew that the Tilt 
Yard was in the immediate vicinity of St. James’s Palace. 
The origin of its designation is obvious. 

The date of this token is the year of the restoration of 
Charles the Second ; and the head of Monk is appropriate 
enough . 9 

33. Obv. — at y e 6 bells in dove covrt. In the field, six 

bells. 

R. — at y e lower end lvmbard street. A dove 
standing, with an olive branch in its beak. 


8 Oliver Cromwell kept cash at this house, and his account is 
said to be still preserved by Messrs. Childs. 

9 The date of this token, struck after the arrival of Charles, 
and those of several others in this list, show that their issue was 
by no means confined to “ the days of late anarchy and confusion,” 
as Evelyn leaves us to infer. 
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This tavern, as well as Dove Court itself, has been 
swept away by the improved approaches to new London 
Bridge, 

34- Obv , — Andrew pashley at y b bvll A bull, and a rude 
representation of a human mouth. 

R. — AND MOVTH IN B LOOMS BVRY. Ill tile field, HIS 
IIALFE PENNY. 

This house still exists in Hart-street, Bloomsbury. 
There were others; and a famous inn of the same name 
remains in St. MartinVle-Grand. It is scarcely necessary 
to add, that this is one of the many corruptions of the 
names of signs in London, and that the proper name was 
Boulogne Mouth , 10 or the mouth of Boulogne Harbour. The 
town having been taken by Henry the Eighth, greatly 
elated the English at the time, and led to the adoption of 
the sign. 

35. Obv . — the salvtation tavern. Two figures, in the 
costume of the period, saluting each other. 

R. AT BILLINGSGATE. Ill the field, R. S. M. 

We suspect the obverse type of this token to be as pal- 
pable a perversion as that of the preceding one ; and that 
the original sign really represented the salutation of the 
Virgin by the angel — “ ave maria, gracia plena,” — a 
well-known legend on the jettons of the middle ages. The 
change of representation was probably accommodated to 
the times. The taverns at that period were the u gossipping 
shops” of the neighbourhood; and both puritan and church- 

10 The license which our notice of these tokens gives, affords us 
the opportunity of remarking, that in our boyish days we heard of 
strange wilful perversions of the names of well-known inns and 
public-houses : thus, in metropolitan slang , the “ Elephant and 
Castle” was the Pig and Tinder-Box ; the u Bear and Ragged 
Staff” the Angel and Flute ; and the u Pig in the Pound,” the 
Gentleman in Trouble ! 
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man frequented them for the sake of hearing the news, 
which in the days when morning and evening newspapers 
were not published, brought many together, like the 
Athenians of old, “ to hear some new thing.” The puritans 
loved the good things of this world, and relished a cup of 
Canary, or Nolbs nose lied, holding the maxim — 

“ Though the devil trepan 
The Adamical man, 

The saint stands uninfected.” 

Hence, perhaps, the salutation of the Virgin was ex- 
changed for the “booin' and scrapin’” scene represented 
on this token. This tavern, which still exists, was celebrated 
in the days of Queen Elizabeth. In some old black letter 
doggerel, entitled, “ News from Bartholemew Fayre,” it is 
thus mentioned : — 

" There hath been great sale and utterance of wine, 

Besides beere, and ale, and Ipocras fine ; 

In every country, region, and nation, 

But chiefly in Billingsgate, at the Salutation .” 

36. Obv . — the man in the moon. The figure of a half- 
naked man standing within a crescent moon, and 
holding by the horns. 

R. — tavern in ciieapside. In the field, s. s. x. 

We have seen the subject most quaintly treated on vil- 
lage sign-boards ; but “the Man in the Moon” is here not 
inelegantly represented, however preposterous the idea. 

37. , Obv . — allan wilson at y k elec\ A fleece, suspended 
by the middle. 

R. — tavern in holbvrne. In the field, a. w. 

38. Obv . — Nicholas miller at the. In the field, a star 
of eight waving points. 

R. — TAVERN IN COLEMAN STREET. In the field, N. M., 
and -J. 

“ This token of the Star,” says a friend, “ reminds me of 
a jea d' esprit which 1 met with in my school-boy days. A 
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citizen of London being a passenger in a coasting-vessel, 
overtaken, when at a distance from land, by a violent 
storm, instead of assisting to lighten the ship, or lending 
any aid whatever, sat wringing his hands, and crying out, 

“ O that I could see two stars, 

Or only one of the two!” 

His incessant repetition of these words attracted the 
notice of the captain, who abused him for a lubber, and 
asked what he meant by his constant cry of: — 

“ O that I could see two stars, 

Or only one of the two.” 

Ilis answer is thus recorded: — 

“ I mean,” said he, u where our club did meet, 

But shall never meet again ; 

Either the Star in Golem an- street, 

Or the Star in Pudding Lane !” 

89. Obv. THE COCK ALE HOVSE. A Cock. 

R, — at temple barr. 1655. In the field, n. M.c. 



Few of our London readers can be in a state so benighted, 
as to be ignorant of the situation of this venerable house of 
entertainment. Strangers will find it a few doors east of 
Temple Bar, near Bell Yard, by its sign , which, carved in 
wood, and gilded like a weathercock, stands, and doubtless 
has stood for a couple of centuries over the door. Perhaps 
this quaintly carved figure was snatched from the threatened 
dwelling by some civic Eneas, when (e the greete and dread- 
full fier” was laying old London in ashes; and, after a time, 
again mounted as a beacon to way-worn and famished men. 
Or does it date only from the rebuilding of the city? 
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Some metropolitan Dryasdust will perhaps give us its 
history. The “ Cock” is now famous not only for its chops 
and steaks, but also for its brown stout, that beverage, 
with its “ aromatic bitter,” which Dr. Cams evidently pre- 
ferred to the Braunbier of his own father-land, when he 
visited England lately with his majesty the king of Saxony. 11 
The house is much frequented by lawyers and law-students. 
We will be sworn that many of our judges in their youthful 
days have taken their chop here ; and that in earlier 
times Ben Jonson and honest Izaac Walton have drunk 
their morning-draught (the latter, whose house of busi- 
ness was only a door or two off, tells us he took nothing 
more for breakfast) at the Cock ale-house. The above cut 
is from a specimen in the possession of the present landlord. 

During the raging of the great plague, the following 
announcement was made by the master of the Cock tavern : 
— “This is to notify, that the master of the Cock and 
Bottle, commonly called the Cock ale-house, at Temple 
Bar, hath dismissed his servants, and shut up his house for 
this long vacation, 12 intending (God willing) to return at 
Michaelmas next, so that all persons whatsoever who have 
any accompts with the said master, or farthings belonging to 
the said house , are desired to repair thither before the eighth 
of this instant July, and they shall receive satisfaction.” 

The foregoing, with the exception of No. 39, are in the 
collections of Mr. B. Nightingale and Mr. W. Hawkins. 

11 See the doctor’s recently published journal, passim. We are 
acquainted with a French numismatist, whose eye this may meet, 
who loved English stout as much as Dr. Carus, greatly preferring 
it to the brandied ports and sherries of this country. Alfred 
Tennyson assures us, that the port dispensed here is inspiring. 
See his “ Will Waterproofs Lyrical Monologue.” 

13 This shows that, even at that time, the house was frequented 
by limbs of the law. 
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The plates are engraved from drawings executed and kindly 
placed at our disposal by the former. 

Last, though not least, are two tokens of renowned Lon- 
don Taverns, politely communicated by Mr. G. Daniel — 
the Mermayd and the Boar's head. 

40. Obv. — at.y u mearemayd. A Mermaid, with her accustomed 
attributes. 

R'. TAVERN CHEAPSIDE. Ill the field, 1. T. M. 



The topography of ancient London is not always well 
made out; and the mention of the Mermaid in Cheapside 
would leave us in some doubt as to whether it is the famed 
Mermaid of Ben Jonson of “the Mermayd in Chepe,” 
were not the ordinary appellation of the tavern in those 
palmy days. There were many taverns with this 
sign ; but we can hardly suppose that there was a Mer- 
maid. Cheapside, and another — the celebrated one — 
hard by, in Friday Street. We can only reconcile this by 
the conjecture that there was a back entrance to the Mer- 
maid in Friday Street from Cheapside. Many taverns in 
this neighbourhood are to be found at the ends of courts 
running out of the great thoroughfare. If our token, as 
doubtless it is, be really of the tavern which Jonson and his 
friends haunted, it was of no less repute than « The Devil ” 
in Fleet Street, being the resort of the wits and poets of 
the day. 


VOL. IX. 
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4L Obv . — the bores head tavern. A Boar’s head. 
R. — great eastcheap. In the field* I. I, B. 



What a host of associations crowd upon us as we examine 
this pledge for better coin. The Boar’s Head in Great 
Eastcheap! We hear Falstaff’s snore behind the arras, 
Prince Hal’s “ Anon !”, Pistol’s fustian rant, and Mistress 
Doll’s abuse. Though this pseudo moneta dates from a 
later period, the tavern at the time of its issue had not 
been greatly changed since the days when Shakspeare wrote. 
But Eastcheap, long before it was swept away by the im- 
proved approaches to London Bridge, had nothing in its 
appearance to attract the antiquary — the “great fire” had 
destroyed every ancient dwelling, every vestige of the 
picturesque, in that quarter. The boar’s head, carved in 
stone, and the work of a later day, was fixed in the wall 
of the modern house which stood on the site of the ancient 
tavern, and was occupied by a gunsmith at the time of its 
demolition. J. Y. A. 


V. 

ON THE COINS CALLED - CISTCrUOR!” 

( Resumed from the last Number , page 16.). 

The letters found on the eistophori of Ephesus are not 
like those on the Pergamean eistophori, the initials of ma- 



ON THE COINS CALLED “ CISTOPHORI.” 67 

gistrates’ names. Eckhel thinks that they are numeral 
letters signifying dates ; but to what era they belong is 
unknown ; conjecture is all that is left us on this point. 

The coins of Ephesus just described, bear numeral 
letters running from two to seventy. Eckhel mentions two 
others bearing the letters OS(seventy-seven), lIE(eighty- 
five). He adds, that the money of the cities of Ionia does 
not ordinarily bear dates ; but that the cistophori, being an 
extraordinary coin, might allow of a departure from the 
common practice. 

We confine ourselves to this note, which may promote 
research on the subject. 

The symbols which accompany the principal types, re- 
late to the worship of the local deities; among others, the 
head and figure of Diana. The cornucopim, the ears of 
corn and the torch, belong to Ceres who was associated 
with Bacchus in the mysteries. The other types may 
indicate the towns associated with Ephesus, for which 
cistophori were struck in that metropolis, as we shall see 
below. 


LYDIA. 

Sardis. 

79. — Cista, serpent, wreath. 

R. — SAP; quiver and serpents; above, the monogram 
No. 14, composed of the letters AJGLHP, and sur- 
mounted by a B ; to the right, a thyrsus surrounded 
by a serpent. AR. 8. 

80. — The same. 

R. — SAP; above the quiver, the monogram No. 15; to 
the right, a full length figure holding a patera. 

AR. 7. 


M ion net, 631. 
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81. — The same. 

R.— CAP; to the right, on the field, a serpent escaping 
from a cista (?) AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 630 (He thinks this to be a cast). 

The lunar sigma (C), would indicate a more modern date, as 
we have already seen at Pergamos, No. 15. 


TRALLES. 


82. — Cista, serpent and wi*eath. 

R’. — TPAA ; quiver and serpents; thunderbolt. AR. 8. 

83. — The same. 

R. — On the field to the right, a helmet over a thunder-* 
bolt. AR. 7j. 


84. — The same. 

R. — Id., a poppy-bead (?) AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 1022. 

85. — The same. 

R. — Id., a two handled jar or Diota. AR. 8. 

86. — The same. 

R. — Id,, a warrior fighting. AR. 8. 

87. — The same. 

R. — Id., a Brahmin ox over the sign of the river 
Meander. 23 AR. 8. 

88. — The same. 

R. — Id., a hoofed Brahmin ox. AR. 7. 


23 The association of the Brahmin ox, a common symbol of 
Lydia, with the Meander, which is found on several coins of 
Phrygia, is another proof of the union of these countries for the 
coinage of cistophori. 
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89. — The same. 

R. — Above the quiver, AIIOA; to the right, an eagle. 

Alt. 8. 

90. — The same. 

R. — Above the quiver, a monogram composed of the letters 
TPAA; above the quiver, APTE; to the right, a 
easqued head turned to the right. Aft. 8. 

Mionnet, SuppL, 649. 

91. — The same. 

R. — Above the quiver, AION ; to the right, a club. 

AR. 8. 


92. — The same. 

R. — Above the quiver, MENA. AR. 7. 
Mionnet, 1023. 

93. — The same. 


R. — TPAA; above, A; above the quiver, IITOA; to 
the right, a full- length figure of Bacchus crowned, 
holding in the right hand the thyrsus, and in the 
left a bearded mask (Mionnet took it for a Diana 
Lucifera.) AR. 6. 

Mionnet, 1029. 

94. — The same. 

R. — TTJTOA; above, E, AR. 6. 

95. — The same. 

R. — IITOA ; Bacchus crowned, holding in the right hand 
the thyrsus, and in the left a vase. AR. 7. 

96. — The same. 

R. — IITOA; above, II. AR. 6. 

Mionnet, 1025. 

97. — The same. 

R. — Id., above the quiver, TIME ; to the right, Juno 
Pronuba. AR. 7. 

Panel, p, 17. Mionnet, 1026. 


98. — A similar one. AR. 8. 
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99. — The same. 

R. — TPA ; above, the quiver, PVLCHER PROCOS ;* 4 
to the right, a hand holding a laurel-branch ; 
below, APLSTOKAIIS. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 1028. 

Vide Eckhel, Sylloga Prima, p. 49, pi. v. No. 7. 

100. — The same. 

R. — Above, the Brahmin ox ; tripod surmounted by 
an eagle, and surrounded by two entwined serpents ; 
above, PAMPI. T. F. PROCOS beneath, AIO- 
PENH2; to the right, AI0NT2I 02 IIA. Inedited. 

AR. 7. 


PHRYGIA. 

Apamea, 

101. — Cista, serpent, wreath of ivy and vine leaves. 

R.— AIIA; above the quiver, AIIOAA&NIOY. AR. 7. 
Mionnet, 187. 

102. — The same. 

R. — AITA.; above the quiver, ATTAAOY TIMii; to the 
right, two flutes. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 188. 

103. — The same. 

R. — Id., above the quiver, SOKPATOY. AR. 7. 

104. — The same. 

R.— Id., above the quiver, 2GKPAT0Y. AR. 7. 

105. — The same. 

R. — The quiver and serpents; above, C. FARI. M. F. 


24 We have before found the proconsul Pulcher at Ephesus. 

25 Pampilus or Pamphilus was a surname of the Baebia family. 
M. Baebius Pampilus, son of Creius and nephew of Quintus, 
was consul in 573 A.v.c. The one mentioned on our coin, the 
son of Titus, was a descendant of Baebius. 
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PROCOS; beneath the quiver, ATTAAO... N ... 
Inedited, AR. 6. 

106. — The same. 

R. — All A ; a tetrastyle temple of orbicular shape, sur- 
mounted by a full length female figure, holding 
in her left hand a javelin, and in her right, a patera; 
round the temple two entwined serpents, and the 
double flute; above, C. FAN. PONT. PR; beneath, 
MANTIOEOS MANTI0EOY. 26 AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 189. 


107. — The same. 

R. —IIA; quiver, serpents, and double flute; above, LEN- 
TVLVS IMPERATO R ; 27 beneath, ATTAAOY. 
BrANOPOS. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 190. 

108. — The same. 

R. — IIA; quiver, serpent and double flute; above, LEN- 
TVLVS IMPERATOR; beneath, MYI2K0Y. 

AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 191. 


109. — The same. 

R. 1 — All A; quiver, serpents, and double flute; above, M. 
CICERO PROCOS; 28 beneath, OEOnPOITOS 
AnOAAONl. Inedited. AR, 8, 

110. — The same. Above the quiver, PVLCHER IMP.; 

on the field to the right, AP. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 192. 


26 We here see the commencement of a change in the type. 
It is to be remarked, as we have before said, that this took place 
after the. Roman conquest. Fannins was pontifex in 697 a.v.c. 
and praetor in 699 a.v.c. 

27 Lcntulus was already consul in Cilicia in 697 a. v. c., as 
several letters to him from Cicero establish. 

28 Cicero bears here only the title of proconsul ; on a cisto- 
phorus of Laodieea below. No. 121, he has that of Impcrator. 
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LAODICEA. 

111. — Cista, serpent, wreath. 

R. — A AO ; to the right of the quiver, a dog, surmount- 
ing the figure of a female head, turned towards the 
right. AR. 1 . 

112. — Cista, serpent, wreath of ivy and vine leaves. 

R. — AAO ; quiver and entwined serpents ; above, 
AnOAAONIOS EYAPKOY ; to the right, a 
winged caduceus. AR. 7. 

Mionnet, 672. 

113. — The same. R. — AIOA&POY; winged caduceus. AR. 6|. 

Mionnet, 669. 

114. -— The same. R. — OAYMIIIACIPOS EPMOPENOY ; id. 

AR. 8. Mionnet, 670. 

115. — The same. R.~ 2O2TPAT0Y. Id. AR. 7£. 

11 6. -The same. R.— ZEY^IS AII0AA£1NI0Y TOY. 

AMYNTOY. Id. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 671. 

117. — The same. R. — AAO ; above the quiver, LEN- 

TVLVS. P. F. IMP. ; 29 to the right, a winged 
caduceus ; below, APTEMIA&POS AAMOKPA- 
TOY. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 674. 

118. — A similar specimen. AR. 8, 

119. — The same. R. — AAO ; two serpents surrounding a 

quiver ; above, PVLCIIER PROCOS ; to the 


29 The name of Lentulus is also found on the eistophori of 
Aparnea. 
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right, AI; winged cadueeus; beneath, ATIOAAft- 
NIOS AAMOKPATOY Z^SIMOU. AR. 8. 

Panel, p. 52. Mionnet, 675. 

120. — The same. R. — AAO. M. TVLL.. .IMP. ; 30 beneath 

the quiver, A ABAS I1YPPOY. AR. 8. 

Mionnet, 676. 

To complete the series of cistophori, we ought to mention 
those struck in Asia for Marc Antony, who, following the 
example of Mithridates, took the title of Bacchus. After 
having conquered Brutus, he made his entry into Ephesus 
with a procession of men, women and children, clothed as 
bacchantes and satyrs, crowned with ivy and bearing thyrsi. 
Plutarch relates an account of these Bacchanalia , 31 in which 
Marc Antony was honoured as a second Bacchus/ Antony 
repeated this folly till he came to the city of Alexandria, 
into which he made the same kind of entry, as Velleius 
Paterculus relates . 32 

Antony’s cistophori struck in Asia were probably coined 
at Ephesus, which added to the others this superior mark of 
adulation. 

121. — M. AN TONI VS IMP. COS. DESIG. ITER. ET. 

TERT ; heads of Marc Antony and Cleopatra, or 
Octavia, side by side. 

ft. — III. VIR. R. P. C. ; Bacchus on the cista, between 
two serpents. AR. 7. 


30 M. Tullius Cicero succeeded Pulcher as proconsul of Cilicia in 
703 a. v. c. With regard to the title of Imperator, the following 
is what be himself states, “ Ita victoria justa imperator appellatus 
apud Issum quo in loco ssepe ut ex te audivi Clitarchus tibi narravit 
Darium ab Alexandro esse superatum” (Ad Famil. lib.ii. ep, 10). 
“ Thus named emperor after the victory near Issus in the same 
place, where, as I have often heard you say, Clitarchus relates 
that Alexander vanquished Darius.” 

31 In Anton, p.926. 32 Liv.ii. eh. 82. 

VOL. IX. h 
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122 , — The same* ft. — III. VIR. R. P. C.; the head of 
Cleopatra or Octavia on the cista, between two 
serpents. AR. 7. 

Eckhel has not pronounced on the doubt entertained by 
many numismatists, some of whom have attributed the 
female head to Octavia, and others to Cleopatra. However, 
he thinks that the latter would have been figured with a 
crowned head, if it were really meant for her. 

It was in 720 a.v.c. that Antony united the finest pro- 
vinces of Asia and Africa to his other conquests ; and the 
coinage of Cleopatra could not be associated with his own 
till the year 722, when peace was broken between the 
triumviri. He was named consul for the third time, in 
720. The woman’s head on the cista may therefore be 
that of Octavia; and the diademed head joined to his, that 
of Cleopatra (Vide Eckhel. Dock Num. tom.iv. p. 66 , et 
seq.). 

We do not intend to speak in this article of other coins 
bearing the cista 33 not belonging to the series of those 
especially named cistophori. 

I think that several important cities of Asia of which we 
do not possess cistophori, nevertheless coined them, or else 
contributed their quota of bullion to those cities which 
were solely charged with the coinage of this kind of 
money. 

This is proved by the symbols joined to the principal 
types on the coins, as their legends specify. 

The union of these cities is established by these symbols, 
which appear as types on their coins. 

S3 These coins struck in Roman Macedonia, at Cassiope in 
Epirus,' Amisus in Pontus, Dius and Nicsea in Bithynia, and 
Sidon in Phoenicia. Vaillanfc speaks of others at Pergamos, 
Cybira, Anchialus and Sardes, struck under Marcus Aurelius, 
Commodus, J. Mamma, Geta and Gordianus. 
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The torch found on the cistophori of Atarnea and 
Ephesus is a frequent type of Cyzicus, an important city, 
of which, however, we do not possess cistophori. 

On the cistophori of Parium, the owlet may also call to 
mind the types of Sigaeum in the Troas and Synnada in 
Phrygia; and the tripod, Cyzicus in Mysia and Smyrna 
in Ionia. 

The eistophorus of Pergamos, No. 27, has for its symbol 
a lion’s skin on a club ; and that of Dardanus, No. 54, 
a bunch of grapes. These two objects are found together 
on a medal of Tralles, in the Hedervar Museum newly 
purchased for the cabinet of France and which is described 
beneath: — 

Obv . — A lion's skin on a club, enclosed within a crown of 
laurel. 34 

R. — TPA ; a bunch of grapes with leaves ; on the field 
to the left, a woman bearing a cornucopia. AR, 6. 

Mionnet, Suppl. No. 658. 

The bunch of grapes is also found on a brass coin of 
the same city (Mionnet, No. 36). 

Another eistophorus of Pergamos bears for its symbol a 
victory which is also found on those of Ephesus. This type 
is also that of Philomelium, a city to which we have seen 
that a eistophorus which I have restored to Pergamos, was 
erroneously attributed (No. 49). 

Obv . — A bust of a winged Victory, bearing a palm branch on 
her shoulder. 

R. — $IAOMtIA. 2KY0 ; two cornucopiae united ; in 


34 The same type is also found on the reverse of the last 
Mithridates, king of the Bosphorus (Vide Mionnet, tom. ii. 
p 370) 
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the midst, a thunderbolt ; above, a star within a 
crescent. AR. 6. 

Mionnct, No. 887. 

Medusa’s head on No. 12, is evidently similar to that 
found on the coins of Rhodes, Abydos and Parium, repre- 
senting the Gorgon with a hideous expression of coun- 
tenance. 

Ephesus, the principal city of Ionia, which furnishes us 
with a large number of cistophori, undoubtedly struck 
them for several cities the types of which are found among 
the symbols accompanying the quiver and serpents. 

Such are the victory and the two eornucopise of 
Philomelium, the tripod of Cyzicus and Smyrna, the 
pilaster Priapus of Lampsacus, the staff of Esculapius 
of Cos, the thunder bolt of Tralles. 

As to the bust of Diana and the figure of that goddess, 
they are the peculiar types of Ephesus. 

Bacchus is a figure so frequently found on the coins of 
Asia, that we can hardly attribute it to one city more than 
another; but if, as I think, his head is at the same time 
crowned with ivy and rays, it is a type of the island of 
Rhodes, the coins of which represent him thus: — 

On the coins Nos. 94, 96, Bacchus is seen crowned 
with rays and ivy, and holding in his left hand a bearded 
mask. 

The representation of Bacchus as holding a mask, 
undoubtedly relates to the theatrical games of which this 
God was the protector, and which made part of the feasts 
celebrated to his honour. 

A few specimens of antiquity have similar designs. 
I will mention two in the cabinet of Coins and Antiques 
in France. 
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1. A very fine silver patera representing in high relief 
on the bottom a winged genius supporting itself by the 
left hand on a lyre and holding in the right hand a scenic 
mask ; near him, an altar. It is the genius of comedy, and 
one of the attendants of Bacchus (Vide Memoire sur la 
Collection des Vases Antiques trouvfe en 1830, a Berthou- 
ville, par Aug. La Prevost, 1832, page 20). 

2. A very pretty terra-cotta in relief, given by Madame 
Recamier to the cabinet of coins. This little remnant of 
antiquity was found at Athens. It represents Bacchus 
himself, seated on the steps of a theatre and holding in the 
left hand a scenic mask ; height 9 centimetres, 5 mille- 
metres. 

Juno Pronuba belongs to Apamea in Phrygia, and par- 
ticularly to Lydia, where she is represented on the coins of 
Dios Hieron, Hypaepa, Julia Gordus and Mseonia. It 
is probably to represent these cities, that it is placed on the 
cistophori of Tralles, Sardes, and Apamea, which also bear 
this type, having themselves coined cistophori. 

Tralles of Lydia, of which we possess numerous cis- 
tophori, presents a great variety of symbols : the thunder- 
bolt, which is found on the coins of Cratia in Bithynia 
(Sestini, Mus. Hed. 44, Nos. 1 and 2); the Brahmin 
or hunch -backed ox on those of Antioch in Caria, Aradus 
in Phoenicia, Ephesus, and on those of Magnesia in Ionia; 
and the same hoofed ox which we find on the coins of 
Magnesia. 

We remarked at No. 88, that this ox was placed on the 
Maeander, a river which is represented on the coins of the 
same cities, and also on those of Apamea and Dionysopolis 
in Phrygia, of Priene in Ionia, and of Tripolis in 
Caria. 

The eagle of Dia in Bithynia, of Cumae in iEolia, and of 
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Abydos in the Troas, inost probably represents this last 
city, of which it is the principal type. 

The warrior fighting on No. 87, seems to me to represent 
Hector, and to designate Ilium, which often placed this 
Trojan hero on its coins. 

Laodicea, amongst its symbols, presents to us a dog; in 
which we recognise the Molossian dog of Colophon in 
Ionia. 

The caduceus may point out to us Cyzicus ; but it also 
belongs to Atarnea, as the following coin proves. 

Obv . — Anterior part of a horse, to the right ; monogram No. 

20, composed of the letters ATAP ; above, a folded 
serpent. 

R. — ASINIOY ANGTITATOy POMAI&N ; caduceus. 

AR. 5. Mionnet, Suppl. No. 688. 

The name of Asinius, a Roman pro-consul, is found on 
the coins of Sardis and Lydia, struck for Drusus the 
younger and Germanicus. Drusus the younger died in 
776 a.v.c. or 22 a.d. The type of Atarnea being of 
that date may be of use in fixing that of this cisto- 
phorus. 

We observe that on the cistophori of Laodicea, the 
caduceus is winged and terminates in an arrow-head. 

We think the following cities may be placed in the 
number of those, for which cistophori were struck in those 
towns of which a large number are extant bearing their 
symbols. 

Phoenicia — Aradus. 

B i t H yn i a — C ratia. 

Mysia — Cyzicus, Lampsacus. 

Troas — A bydos, Sigseum. 
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Ionia — Colophon, Magnesia, Priene. 

Cakia — A ntioch, Tripolis and the islands of Cos and 
Rhodes. 

Lydia — Dion Hieron, Hypaepa, Julia- Gordus, Maeonia. 

Phrygia — Apamea, Dionysopolis, Philomelium and 
Synnada. 

There yet remain un-attributed, the vase on No. 86, 
belonging to Tralles, the thunderbolt surmounted by a 
helmet on No. 84, and the Persea on No. 70, belonging 
to Ephesus, but these figures are not found. on any of the 
coins of Asia. 


VI. 

ON THE COINS OF THE PATAN SULTANS 
OF HINDUSTAN. 

The history of Mohammedan nations is for many reasons 
peculiarly suitable for numismatic illustration ; not so 
much in reference to the artistic value of the coins them- 
selves, as from the fact of their usually recording in full 
the name of the king, the date, and the place of coinage : 
thus affording direct evidence to three distinct points, — the 
existence of the sovereign as such, the time in which he 
reigned, and the place of which he was king. 

The value of this species of illustration, as applied to 
Indian history, is much enhanced by the consideration of 
the oriental feeling, that the power of coinage was held to be 
a proof of the attainment of kingly dignity. In the West, we 
require many forms to make a king, but the Eastern Mo- 
hammedan races seem to have held the striking of the 
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currency, aided by an immediate recitation of public 
prayers in the names of the princes they had elected, as 
proof positive of sovereignty. Thus we find the first act 
of an Eastern reign was invariably the production of a coin ; 
without this, an all-powerful despot hardly felt himself a 
king. 

The medals of Eastern kings, unlike the money of Eu- 
ropean nations, were really the coins of the , sovereign 
whose name they recorded; they were less the money of 
the country than a part of the wealth of the king himself. 
The despotism which enabled the ruler to alter at will 
the currency of his country, identifies the money itself 
most intimately with the monarch who issued it; hence, 
from these metallic records, we can often trace, not only 
historical facts, but even the workings of men's minds ; at 
least the results of their vices or virtues are frequently to 
be detected in the silent testimonies they have left behind 
them. As an instance, the history of few reigns offers so 
many numismatic illustrations as that of Mohammed bin 
Tuglak. Amid the endless variety, and at times perfection 
of execution, of his medals, we discover a register of all the 
phases of his rule — his early wealth and profusion, his sub- 
sequent poverty, and his despotic endeavour to meet it: 
the one witnessed in the quantity and full weight of his 
first coinage; succeeded, on the other hand, by the currency 
of debased metal, ending in the issue of copper tokens 
which he attempted to pass in lieu of silver. Next we note 
his forced return to honesty and its consequent effect upon 
his money ; the religious scruples which overtook him in 
743 A.H. are also evidenced in his coins, when, after having, 
in imitation of his predecessors, barely recognised the exist- 
ence of a Khalif, he is suddenly alarmed by doubts as to his 
own right to the throne of Hindustan, unsupported as it 
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was by the sanction of a Commander of the faithful. Then, 
not satisfied with acknowledging the spiritual supremacy of 
a Khalif whose name was scarcely known, he at once 
(entirely rejecting his own titles) stamps his currency with 
the name of A1 Mustakfi billah (the then Khalif of Egypt). 
The medals of subsequent years indicate the recognition of 
his title to the throne of Delhi by A1 Abbas Ahined the 
successor of A1 Mustakfi. 

The period which our series of medals illustrates, extends 
from a.d. 119*2 to 1554, three centuries and a half. During 
this time, five dynasties, numbering in all forty kings, suc- 
ceeded each other on the throne of Delhi. We are fortunate 
in this period, following the exact point of Indian history 
where Professor II. II. Wilson closes his labors in his Ariana 
Antiqua, he having, somewhat per saltum indeed, brought 
down Indian numismatics from the time of Alexander the 
Great to the commencement of the Patau rule in Hin- 
dustan. 

In the weight and device of the gold and silver coins of 
the early Patau kings, but little variation is to be observed 
from the commencement of the series until the reign of 
Mohammed bin Tuglak the nineteenth sovereign on our list. 
The gold coins up to this last date, judging from speci- 
mens of the mintage of Balban and Mohammed Shah 
were usually denominated Sicca, a die (a coin), 

a word probably used only in the generic sense. The 
greatest weight of the above pieces, is 3 72 grains; but 
we have a Ghias ed din Tuglak as high as 173 grains. 
The silver coins were termed Al-fazzat , the silver 

(coin), and at times merely Sicca. The weight of these 
ranges up to 173 grains. For both these classes of medals, 
allowing for wear, we may fairly assume a mint issue of 174 
grains. A curious description of coin now brings itself to 
VOL. ix. m 
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our notice, being a sort of medium currency between copper 
and silver, composed, indeed, of a mixture of these two 
metals. However objectionable this intermediate coinage 
may appear in theory, there are many advantages to be con- 
ceded to it in practice. In a poor country where great sub- 
division of the currency was found necessary, it was a 
manifest convenience to convert so small a mite of silver, 
as 3*5- of a Dirhem (10*8 grains) into something tangible, 
at the same time a pure copper representative of this sum 
would have been bulky and unmanageable. Under any 
circumstances some proof of the advantage of this admixture 
of metals, is to be found in the fact of its having continued 
in use upwards of four centuries and a half, dating from 
Anungpal of Lahore, a.d. 1000, with whom this species of 
coin seems to have originated, through the early Delhi 
imitators of the Kabul coinage to the time of Behlole 
Lodi, a.d. 1450 . 

These coins, like those of gold and silver of the same 
kings, underwent but little change from the accession of 
Mohammed bin Sam, to the time of Mohammed bin 
Tuglak. They average, as will be seen from the weights 
affixed to each eUgraved specimen, from 52 to 56 gi’ains : 
of this, the native refiners calculate from 10 to 11 grains 
to be silver. 

The simple copper coins usually weigh 55 grains up to 
the reign of Balban, whose copper pieces, and those of his 
successors, rise as high as 66 and 67 grains. 

Mubarik Shah adopted the square form for many of 
his coins, without, however, varying the weights or values. 

Mohammed bin Tuglak, shortly after his accession, in 
addition to debasing the coinage in every possible way, and 
attempting to pass copper tokens in lieu of silver money, 
seems to have altered the whole system of the currency in 
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a most unaccountable manner. On the one band, we find 
his early gold coins of the year 726, a.ii. (denominated 
Dinars), brought up to the weight of 200 grains, whereas his 
silver coins of the same type, are let down from the old 
standard of 174 grains, to 140 odd. His debased thick silver 
Dirhems of the years 727, 28, 29, and 30, average, even in 
nearly perfect specimens, only 138 grains. His small silver 
Quarter-Dirhems, again, appear to have remained unaltered, 
at least in point of weight; while his brass and copper money, 
on the other hand, displays an endless variety of shape, 
weight and device. Firuz III. reverted to the old standard 
for his gold coinage, though the types and inscriptions vary 
considerably. His debased silver, or silver and copper coins, 
whichever we may take them to be, seem to have been imi- 
tated from the thick silver money of Mohammed bin Tuglak, 
and to have been continued by Firuz and his successors, but 
little changed, either in weight or purity of metal, down to 
Behlole Lodi, the thirty-third sultau on our list. We have spe- 
cimens of the pure silver coinage of Mohammed bin Firuz 
and Mahmud bin Mohammed, evincing, in their worn state, 
a probable original mint-weight of the old 174 grains. It 
is remarkable, considering the manifold coins of other metals 
of the fifteen kings who followed Mohammed bin Tuglak, that 
are now extant, how very few silver medals of these princes 
have as yet come to light The copper coinage of the period 
intervening between the reigns of Mohammed bin Tuglak, 
and Shir Shah, does not offer any change worthy of remark. 
This last sovereign entirely remodelled the coinage of his 
dominions: his silver money, now for the first time denomi- 
nated rupee, is stated by Jas. Prinsep to have weighed 11 £ 
mashds of 15*5 grains, i.e. 174*4 grains. This weight is, 
however, easily proved to be too little, as Marsden has 
already published rupees of this king rising from 177 to 178 
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grains. The coins also of Shir’s immediate successors, Islam 
and Adil, generally weigh more than the 1 74 grains. Under 
these circumstances, and allowing for wear and oxidation, 
we shall be justified in rating the weight of these rupees, at 
the time of issue, at 180 grains. Shir Shah’s larger copper 
coinage runs as high as 816 grains; and the smaller pieces 
average 150 and 40 grains respectively. 

The series, it will be seen, is very complete, being 
wanting in the coins of four kings only out of the forty. 
The absence or non-existence of the money of these 
monarehs is perhaps easily accounted for, and will be 
noticed at large in its proper place. 

By far the major part of this collection is as yet un- 
published, and, with a view to avoid the imperfection which 
omissions would cause, some few coins which have already 
appeared have been re-produced : but in nearly every case 
the engravings have been taken from originals other than 
those hitherto made public. Closing this brief introductory 
notice, it is proposed at once to proceed to describe the 
medals themselves, prefixing to the whole a full list of the 
Sultans and their dates; introducing subsequently in detail 
a transcript and translation of the Persian inscription to be 
found on the coins of each succeeding monarch, preceded 
by a short note of the most prominent occurrences of the 


reign. 
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MISCELLANEA. 

Upwards of two thousand of the hoard of Northumbrian Stycas 
discovered a few years since in York, have recently come to light 
and have been brought before the Archaeological Association, by 
whom, through the medium of Mr. Gulf, we understand, particu- 
lars will be laid before the Numismatic Society, at an early 
meeting. 

Between seventy and eighty denarii were lately discovered in 
excavations made in Well-street, Jewin-street, City. They are of 
Galha, Vespasian, Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Sabina, 
Antoninus Pius and Faustina, in good preservation. There are 
no particularly rare types ; but the coins would be valuable as a 
nucleus for a collection in the Museum which, it is asserted, is to 
he formed in the Guildhall. 

Two Cufic coins w T ere recently picked up on the sea-side at 
Eastbourne, Sussex, and are now in the possession of Mr. Harvey 
of Lewes. One has been examined by Professor Wilson, who 
observes : — li The margins are so much worn that nothing can be 
decyphered; but the inscription on both areas is clear enough, and 
leaves no doubt that it is the same as No. vm. Marsden, a dinar 
of Hesham ben abd-al Malek the eleventh Omiya Khalif of the 
house of Omar, who reigned a.d. 724-743. Oil the one side we 
have, • 

‘ La dlldh ila alldh toahid hi sharik la hooS “ There is no 
God but God the only one, without an equal . '* 

And - on the other, — * 

i Allah dhad allah sawed la ydldd lam youladoo fi God is 
one and eternal, neither begetting nor begotten/’ 

These legends were of course levelled against the Christians. 
The latter is considered as peculiar to the Omiya Khalifs. It is 
curious that so early a Mohammedan coin should be found in 
England but commerce or the crusades probably rendered the 
Syrian courage no stranger in this country in the middle ages.” — 
Journal of the British Arch ideological Association , 

Upwards of 12,000 small brass coins of the Constantine family 
were found a short time since at Lyons. The larger portion of 
them were brought to this country but did not find a customer. 
Among one or two hundred taken promiscuously, was a single 
specimen with the exergual letters P.LON. of very different 
fabric from the rest. It is unfortunate there is not a general 
disposition in dealers in coins to aid the numismatist by allowing 
a scientific inspection of hoards which so often fall into their 
hands. 

* Cufic coins are repeatedly found with Saxon money in Sweden and 
Denmark. — Ed. 
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The following is a copy of an autograph from Sir Plans 
Sloane, in the numismatic collection of Mr. B. Nightingale. The 
address is unfortunately wanting. 

London, September , 22nd, 1710. 

S’!, — I have yesterday sent to Mr. Sprint the transactions you want. 
When they arrive pray acquaint me if they make you compleat. 
You will see severall of yo r own papers. I took that opportunity 
to send you one of the siege pieces coined, I think, from the Bp. 
of Tommy's plate in the late siege of that town by Mons r . de 
Surville, Commander of it. 'Tis a livre or 20 sols piece. Tis 
wrapt in a paper in one of the transactions. I have not yet had 
time to look out the fruits. Indeed 1 am so busied one way or 
other that I cannot putt names to them, which requires leisure, 
but 1 hope soon to do it. I am in the mean time. 

Your most obedient Servant, 

FI a ns Sloane. 

Copy of an autograph letter from Dr. Hunter to the Earl of 
Buchan, accompanying a present of Coins and Seals to the Society 
of Antiquaries of Scotland. From the Numismatic collection of 
Mr. B. Nightingale. 

Windmill-street, September 10 th, 1781. 

My Lord, — You did me a very sensible pleasure in making me 
acquainted with Dr. Duncan. 1 * livery body here liked his manners 
and conversation. I have the honor of returning my sincere 
thanks for several letters received. That I did not sooner express 
them, your lordship will l know excuse ; because you know that 
I am at all times neglecting something that I wish to do, and 
professed always to write no letters except upon business. I 
heartily wish well to your child, and I hope it will live to reflect 
much honour upon its honoured parent ; and I wish so well to it, 
that if I had not myself already more children than I can provide 
for, I would send it a present in money. To shew my hopes of 
it, and my regard at the same time, I send a box of Scotch money 
to be deposited in the Museum, viz. 24 Gold Coins, 42 Silver 
Coins, and 22 in Billon and Copper. Your Society will soon 
compleat the whole series, I hope. I have likewise sent two 
Scotch seals. Your Lordship will do me the honor to present 
my respects to the Society. Wishing your Lordship health, good 
spirits, and honorable success in every generous undertaking, 1 
remain with great esteem, My Lord, Your Lordship's much 
obliged and most humble Servant, 

William FIunter. 

* This was Dr, Andrew Duncan, Professor of Medicine in the University 
of Edinburgh. He was the founder of the Horticultural Society of Edin- 
burgh, and a contributor to every Institution projected for the benefit of his 
countrymen. He died in 1838 aged 83. — B.N. 
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A Correspondent at South Petherton in Somersetshire, has 
kindly forwarded us an impression of an ancient British coin 
which he states has recently been dug up in that neighbour- 
hood. It is of the well-known type engraved in the Nu- 
mismatic Journal, Vol. I., plate i. fig. 9, and, like that example, 
is of copper plated with silyer, as most of these coins are 
discovered to be. 

Z. The small brass coin is of Hermocapelia, in Lydia, and is 
scarce : the other is of Syracuse, and very common. 

J. B. A coin of Massilia ; see “ Ancient Coins of Cities and 
Princes/’ plate xvi. fig. 5. Part of the legend is detrited. 

Q. E. D. We are still as sceptical as ever about the finding of 
Greek coins in England. We do not deny that they have 
been sometimes dug up. What we contend for is that they 
are not ancient deposits . A single coin or even a dozen may 
be dropped anywhere and may be discoveied with Roman 
denarii or money of the middle ages, but nothing can be 
deduced from the finding of a Greek coin under such circum- 
stances. Some years since we were invited by a worthy 
Baronet to inspect a large parcel of coins, which it was said 
had been discovered on his estate in Kent. They were both 
Greek and Roman, and most of them in large brass, and ge- 
nuine, but in bad condition, and they certainly looked as if 
they had recently been disinterred ; but among them were 
several Paduan forgeries 1 Now, assuming that these coins 
had been dug up as stated, the probability is that they were 
the produce of some robbery ; they had perhaps been buried 
by those who stole them, and justice having overtaken the 
thieves, they were for a time hidden, until accident again 
brought them to light. 

“ A Kentish Antiquary ” thinks the notion of “ Fircobretus ” on 
British coins untenable. We think so too, and we are of 
opinion that no practical numismatist would hold to it for 
a single moment. If legends are to be read with such license, 
what may not be made out of the few letters on British 
Coins ? 

W. D. We shall be happy to see the coins, but there is great dan * 
ger in sending them by the post , and we are by no means 
desirous of sharing the odium of their loss with the post- 
office authorities, in case they should miscarry. Our cor- 
respondents should bear in mind that there is no redress 
whatever for such a mischance. 

Can any of our readers oblige us with descriptions or drawings of 
London Tavern Tokens ? 

IL Some Antiquaries have suggested that the figure is that of 
Diana Per ska. We think it a very early form of Ceres, 
It is clearly an Asiatic and perhaps a Lydian divinity. The 
figure is found on the coins of Hypaepo. 
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LIST OF THE PATAN, AFGHAN OR GHORI SULTANS 
OF HINDUSTAN (DELHI). 


Date of Accession 

A. II. A.D. 

No. of 

King. 


589 

1193 

1 

Muaz ud din, or Shahab ud din Mohammed 
bin Sam (1st Dynasty). 

002 

1206 

2 

Kutb ud din Ibek. 

607 

1210 

3 

Aram Shah bin Ibek. 

— 

1211 

4 

Shutns ud din Altunish. 

63 3 

1236 

5 

Ruckn ud din Firuz Shall (Firuz L). 

684 

— 

6 

Sultan Reziah. 

687 

1239 

7 

Muaz ud din Bahrain Shah. 

639 

1241 

8 

Ala ud din Masaud Slnih. 

644 

1246 

9 

Nasir ud din Mahmud. 

664 

1266 

10 

Ghias ud din Balban. 

685 

1286 

11 

Muaz ud din Kaikobad. 

687 

1288 

12 

Jellal ud din Firuz Shah (Firuz II.), (2nd 
Dynasty, Khilji). 

695 

1295 

13 

Rukn ud din Ibrahim. 

— . 


14 

Ala ud din Mohammed Shah. 

716 

1316 

15 

Shahab ud din Umur. 

717 | 

1317 i 

16 

Kutb ud din Mubarik Shah I. 

721 ; 

1321 

17 

Nasir ud din Khusru. 

— 

— 

IS 

Ghias ud din Tuglak Shah (3rd Dy”* Tuglak). 

725 

1325 

19 

Mohammed bin Tuglak. 

752 

1351 

20 

Firuz Shah bin Salar Rajab (Firuz III.). 

790 

1388 

21 

Ghias ud din Tuglak Shah II. 

791 

1389 

22 

Abubekir Shah. 

793 

1390 

23 

Nasir ud din Mohammed Shah bin Firuz Shah. 

796 

1394 

24 

Ala ud din Sekunder Shah (named Humayiin). 

— 


25 

Nasir ud din Mahmud Shah bin Mohammed 
Sluih (Timur, 800). 

797 

1395 

26 

1 

Nuserut Shah (Interregnum). Mahmud re- 
stored 802. 
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Date of Accession. 

A.II. A.D. 

No. of 
King 


814 

1412 

27 

Daulut Khan Lodi. 

817 

1414 

28 

Khizr Khdn (4th Dynasty, Syuds). 

824 

1421 

29 

Muaz ud din Mubarik Shall (II.). 

839 

1435 

30 

Mohammed Shah bin Ferld Shah. 

849 

1444 

31 

Ala ud din bin Mohammed. 

854 

1450 

32 

Behlol Lodi (5th Dynasty, Lodi). 

894 

1488 

33 

Sekunder bin Behl61. 

923 

1517 

34 

Ibrahim bin Sekunder (Bdher, 930 n.). 

937 

1530 

35 

Mohammed Humayun (Moghul). 

947 

1540 

36 

Fend ud din Shir Sh&h. 

952 

1545 

37 

Islam Sh&h. 

960 

1553 

38 

Mohammed Adil Shcili. 

961 


39 

Ibrahim Sur. 

962 

1554 

40 

Sekunder Sh&h (Humayun, 962, then Akber). 


Preliminary Note. 

The slight historical notices at the head of the medals 
of each king, consisting of little more than extracts from 
Ferishtah, have been inserted in the desire of avoiding con- 
tinual references to histories of the time. In acknowledging 
the use made of the works of Briggs and Elphinstone, we 
cannot do better than refer to them for fuller details than 
our space admits of. The list of kings, somewhat modified, 
has been taken from the tables published by the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal. The Hijra dates have been retained 
as being in themselves more appropriate to the subject, 
and as affording a more direct correspondence with the 
dates to be found on the coins. 

It is to be noticed, in referring to the plates, that in the 
present series of medals, in which the legends read from 
right to left, the obverse face has been made to take the 
place usually assigned to the reverse in engravings of 
European coins. 

The very limited number of collections of the class of 
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coins here described does not. admit, of any attempt at 
refinement in expressing the rarity of the different spe- 
cimens. The most common marks of C., R., V. R„ 
and Unique, have alone therefore been made use of, and 
these only in reference to the more important medals. 

Where an inscription has been I'estored in full, as in the 
case of the legend on the outer circle of the obverse of 
No. 1, the lines above serve to show the words which are to 
be found in the specimen engraved. 

As an English translation of the titles of the kings would 
interfere with the facility of identification of the individual, 
who is often better known by his titular designation than by 
his specific name, and as the strict English rendering of 
these epithets themselves usually sounds inflated, and, in 
many instances, absurd, it has been thought desirable to 
avoid doing more than anglicising the original denomina- 
tions. It may be sufficient to indicate generally that the 
titles usually have reference to the religious and temporal 
celebrity each king at the time of his accession hoped to 
attain. 

First King (a.h. 589 — 602; a.d. 1193 — 1206). 

Shahab ud din, or Muaz ud din Mohammed bin Sam, 
known also by the title of Mohammed Ghori, the founder 
of the Patan dynasty of Delhi, is first noticed in history on 
the occasion of his appointment, in conjunction with his 
brother, Ghias ud din, to the government of a province of 
Ghor, by his uncle, the notorious Ala ud din, the destroyer 
of Guzni. After the accession of Ghias ud din to the throne 
of Ghor in 554 h., Muaz ud din, acting as his general, 
subdued Khorassan ; and, on the conquest of Guzni from 
Khusru Malik, in 567, he was nominated to the govern- 
ment of that country. From this time his, incursions into 
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India commenced: in 572, he conquers Multan ; in 574, he 
meets with a sanguinary defeat in an expedition against the 
prince of Guzrafc ,* in 575, and in 580, Khusru, the last of 
the Guzirivedes, now king of Lahore, is assailed; and, at 
length, in 582, subdued by stratagem. In 587, in a more 
extended expedition into Hindustan, Mohammed Ghori is 
totally routed on the memorable field of Thanesur, by the 
Chohan hero, Prithvx, rajah of Ajmir and Delhi. After two 
years’ repose, the disgrace of his defeat still burning within 
him, he, on the self-same battle ground, again encounters his 
former conqueror, who is now supported by the whole force 
of the country, the confederated armies of 150 princes. This 
time victory favours the Ghorians, and a hard-fought field 
ends in the total discomfiture of the Indian host. By this 
single victory the Mohammedans may be said to have be- 
come the virtual masters of Hindustan. The ulterior 
measures for the subjugation of the rest of the country 
were of speedy accomplishment, and most of the later ad- 
ditions to the Indian empire of Mohammed Ghori were 
perfected by his quondam slave, subsequent representative 
in Hindustan, and eventual successor on the throne of 
Delhi, Kutb ud din Ibek. Ghias ud din, who had long 
retained little beyond the title of a king, died in 600, h. ; 
and, shortly afterwards, Muaz ud din was crowned in 
form. An unsuccessful attempt at conquest in the north, 
in itself attended by most disastrous consequences, was 
succeeded by the revolt of the governors of Guzm and 
Multan : this outbreak, however, was soon suppressed. In 
602, Mohammed Ghori was slain in his tent, in the 
centre of his own camp, by a band of his Indian subjects, 
who thus avenged the loss they had sustained in the wars 
he had inflicted upon their country. At the death of 
Mohammed G^ori, the Mohammedan empire in India 
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extended generally over nearly the whole of Hindustan 
Proper, Sindh, and Bengal. The sovereignty was, how- 
ever, held by various tenures, and was most uncertain in 
its internal geographical limits. 

1. — - Silver. 74 grs. V.R. a.h. 596. ( Prinsep Collection .) 

Ohv . — 

l 

t if h 

^ 511 u lUlM ^ M i\ <)! * 

R.— 

ijLo j j) AXujO djj& t-i 

Jxso ^\kLwJ\ <dS^ 

j^lrwO 

Translation. 

Ofo>. — It is he that sendeth his messenger, with guidance 
and true faith, that he might exalt the (true) religion above 
all, though the infidels be averse thereto.— There is no god 
but God. Mohammed is the prophet of God ! The most 
mighty sovereign, — Ghias ud dunia wa ud din, Abulfateh. 
— Mohammed bin Sftm. 

R. — This Dirhem (was) struck in the city of Ghazneh, in the 
year Five hundred and ninety-six. — A1 N&sir le din illah. 1 
The mighty sovereign, Muaz — ud dunia wa ud din Abul 
Muzafar. — Mohammed bin S&m. 

2. — Silver. 68 grs. R. 

Obv . — 

y\ UiJiMjjc* <&\ Jy^j dli 


1 The name of the khalif. 
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Margin . — 

4jl<! \ J £«Jjt J All 1 Aife Lrn~Jj*£ 

R.— 

^\j L^U ^ % u lkUt M 4it 3 4 i.ll 

yMd\ )>J> ji j &c., same as No. 1, obv. margin . 

Translation. 

OZw. — God. Mohammed is the prophet of God. The mighty 
Sultan, Muaz iid dunia wa ud din, the victorious Moham- 
med bin Sam. 

Margin . — This Dirhem (was) struck .... year . . and four 

R. — God. There is no god but God. A1 nasir billah. The most 
mighty Sultan, Ghias ud dunia wa ud din, the victorious 
Mohammed bin Sam. 

Margin . — Same as No. I. 

N.B. There is a gold coin in the Masson collection, weighing 
99 grs., similar in size and shape to this silver Dirhem. It is in 
bad preservation, and the inscriptions are scarcely legible. 


The above coins in the joint names of Ghias and Muaz ud 
din, bear testimony to the associated regal powers of the two 
brothers. It is to be noticed, however, that the superlative 
St “The greatest,” is applied to the one king, while 
“ Great,” is all that is extended to the conqueror of 
India. It will be observed from the coins which follow, that, 
on the death of his brother, Muaz ud din took to himself 
the superlative St 

A more intricate question is, however, suggested by the 
legends on these coins, in regard to the identity of Moham- 
med bin Sam himself. It will be seen from the transcript 
above given, that in one place is to he found the title of 



COINS OF THE PATAN SULTANS OF HINDUSTAN* 95 

Ghids ud din, and in another the epithet of Muaz ud din, 
each in conjunction with the name of Mohammed bin 
Sam. 

Up to the present time, Muaz ud din, otherwise in all 
written history styled Shahab ud din, has invariably been 
identified as Mohammed bin Sam, or Mohammed Ghori ; 
but the inscriptions on our coins would indicate that if 
Muaz ud din is Mohammed bin Sam , so also is Ghids ud din. 

The coins of Mahmud, the son of Ghias ud din, the 
nephew and Afghan successor of Muaz ud din, distinctly 
proclaim the king who issued them the son of Mohammed 
bin Sam (vide foot of page 99). 

The necessary inference from this evidence is that Ghids 
ud din owned the name of Mohammed; and as all are 
prepared to admit Muaz ud din’s claim to that designation, 
there is nothing left but to conclude that both brothers 
bore or assumed the generally favourite appellation of 
Mohammed. 

Should the legends of the medals themselves be con- 
sidered as insufficient proof of the strength of the position 
now assumed, it may be as well to advert to any readily 
accessible written evidence which may serve to throw a light 
on the question. 

Price, in his Mohammedan History, 2 on the authority of 
the tc Khalasut ul Akhbiir,”* calls Ghids ud din, Mohammed 
bin Sam ; leaving Shahab ud din undesignated beyond this 
title, and an allusion to his parentage as derived from 
Sam. 

The accuracy of the translation of the passage referred to 
is fully confirmed by a reference to an original MS. of the 
Khalasut ul Akhbdr in the Library of the Royal Asiatic 


* Vol. ii. p. 455. 
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Society ; 3 and the correctness of the purport of the text of 
the work in question is directly upheld and more fully 
explained by the following passage from the Rozsut us 
Safa . 4 

Li . .. L* L mmJ Aj y 

^ LIU-vAA*^ j \ y A3 LuO 

y}' yi ^yj^jS\yJ y 

<a! 1 L— Ll^-b 

oJjIj l^-JO 

cc And with the approbation of the nobles of that country 
(he) placed Sultan Ghias ud din on the throne. Prior to 
his accession, Mohammed bin Sam was called Shums 
ud din, and his brother was designated Shahab ud din ; 
(but) when he became king, he became entitled Ghias ud 
din, and his brother was surnamed Muaz ud din.” 

The conclusion above suggested, if not entirely borne out, 
is very strongly supported by the application of the designa- 
tions of Mohammed to both brothers, in an earlier part of 
the last mentioned work, on the first introductory notice 
of their names on the occasion of their imprisonment by 
Aid ud din. 

3. — Silver. 71 grs. R. 

Obv.— 

Margin . — jj$3> \\ !Afc 

3 No. 101, MS. Catalogue, See also, Mirdt al Alem, No, 55, 
idem. 

4 Mir Khdwand, known as Mi'rkhond. MS. Catalogue, No. 43, 
Library of the Asiatic Society. 
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R.— 

^y*j *^<sr i0 ^ ^ ^ 

Margin . — 

jLi 3 u£^\ 3& 

Translation. 

Obv . — The most mighty sovereign, Muaz ud dunia wa ud din, 
The victorious Mohammed bin Sam. 

Margin . — This Dirhem was struck . . . months ♦ . 

R. — There is no god but God. A1 nasir le din illali. The 
commander of the faithful. 

Margin. — Imperfect, same as No. 1 obv . margin . 

A similar medal, in the possession of Dr. Swiney, has 
the date 598. 

The Guzm coins of the above class, in the sole name of 
Muaz ud din Mohammed bin Sam, were most probably 
issued after the death of Ghi&s ud din ; they are remarkable 
in having apparently served as models, in point of form, for 
the silver money of the succeeding kings of Delhi. 

4. — Mixed copper and silver. 49 grs. R. 

Obv . — 

The most mighty Sultan, Mohammed bin S&m. 

R. — Horseman in outline, and 3ft <^fn: ; SrMIamirah 
(Amir). 5 

5. — Mixed Copper and Silver. 49 grs. 

Obv . — Same as No. 4. 

R. — Rude figure of a cavalier. 

6. — Silver (impure). 46 grs. 

Obv. — ^ ^IkLdt 

The most mighty Sultan, The victorious Mohammed bin 
Sfim. 

R. — The same as No. 5. 

5 A Devan&gri abbreviation of the full Arabic title of Amir Al 
Mominin , The commander of the faithful. 


VOL. IX, 
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7. — Silver and Copper. R. 

Obv . — j Jxr-c jJax^Sl 

R* ’ |4 h*5 

8. — Silver and Copper. 46 grs. 

ObVm— m ^j}^\ J uS^ \ J**’' 0 

R. — ^Lo iSv+^-o 

9. — Silver and Copper. 49 grs. C. 

Obv . — RT #r Sa (Shah) Mahamad Same. 

R.— Sff ^ftT : Sri Hamir:ih - 

10. — Silver and Copper. 46 grs. C. 

Obv.-vc^s^ RTfR Mahamad Sami, 

R. — Horseman. 

Though not strictly to be classed among the coins of the 
Mohammedan kings of India* it may not be inappropriate 
to notice in this place* with reference to the title of Mo- 
hammed bin Sam, the following unique unpublished medal 
of Taj ud din Ilduz, the governor of Guzm, who attempted 
to throw off his allegiance on his master’s defeat in 
Khwarizm. 

This coin, in weight 96 grs., has on its obverse, 

The Sultan A1 Muaz, in a small square area; and on 

its broad margin, the legend ^ due JlUJI 

jjJj ill The roj’al servant and slave, Taj ud dunia wa 
ud din llduz. The reverse has the same inscription as 
No. 8, but the date on the margin is unfortunately wanting. 
The copper coins of this governor (who subsequently be- 
came king of Guzm) are common, and a specimen* struck 
in the time of Mohammed bin Sam, may be referred to in 
No. 18, pi. xx., Ariana Antiqua. 

Before dismissing the subject of the coins of Mohammed 
Ghori, a reference should be made to certain specimens of 
what is known as the later Kanouj coinage bearing the 
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name of Mohammed bin Sam and Mir Mohammed Sam, 
iu Hindi. These medals are given in detail in Professor 
Wilson’s Ariana Antiqua (pi. xx., figs. 25, 26, 27, and 27 
suppl. pi.) It has not been thought necessary to reproduce 
these coins in the present notice of the money of the Patan 
sultans, as, from the absence of the names of any other 
kings in our list, it is evident the medals in question were 
merely a temporary continuation of the local mintage on 
the first conquest of the country by the Mohammedans. 

Second King (a.h. 602 — 607; a.d. 1206 — 1210). 

From the actual accession of Kutb ud din Ibek, in 
602 a.h,, till his death in 607, with the exception of his 
conquest of Guzni from Ilduz, and its subsequent loss, but 
little worthy of note occur red ; and the empire remained 
much in the state to which he himself may be said to have 
brought it prior to his investiture with the emblems of kingly 
dignity by Mahmud, the nephew and Afghan successor 6 
of Mohammed Ghori. 

Kutb ud din, while acting as viceroy for Mohammed bin 
Sam, may be supposed to have issued the money of his 
government in the name of his master. Nos, 8 and 9 bear 
signs of being the produce of the Delhi mint, and are pro- 
bably some of the coins produced under Kutb ud din’s 
auspices. The oriental reverence attaching to the right to 
coin militates against an inference that Ibek struck no 
’money in his own name; at the same time, it is possible 
that his experience in the realities of kingly power, before 

6 The copper money of this prince, in form and weight and 
device, similar to the coin No, 4, bears the following legend; — 

jjis y>\ The most mighty 

Sultan, Mahmud bin Mohammed bin S&m, 
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he arrived at the nominal rank of an independent sovereign, 
may have rendered him careless of the mere forms of 
royalty; among which last is most certainly to be classed 
an issue of coin, for the sole purpose of proving the existence 
of the power of coining. 

The coin attributed by Marsden to this king is from the 
mint of Kutb ud din Mubarik. 

Third King (a.h. 607; a. d. 1210 — 1211). 

Aram succeeded his father, Ibek ; but after a reign of 
barely one year, during which he lost many of the provinces 
of his kingdom, he was defeated and deposed by Altumsh, 
at that time governor of Budaon. 

11. — Copper. 54 grs. V.R. 

Obv. — j\ jj\ The victorious Aram 

Shah, the Sultan. 

R. — Rude figure of a cavalier. 

1 2. — Copper. 

Obv . — Idem. 

Owing to the paucity of specimens (two only being 
known), their bad preservation, and wretched execution, it 
is difficult to feel assured of the correct attribution of the 
above coins : suffice it to say, the identification is sanctioned 
by all orientalists who have been consulted on the subject. 

Fourth King (a.h. 607 — 633; a.d. 1211 — 1236). 

Shums ud din Altumsh, like Ibek, had originally been a 
slave ; rising, however, to be general and son-in-law to his 
master, he finally displaced that master’s son. From his 
accession, in 607, with the exception of his victory over 
Uduz, who was in possession of Guzm and other provinces, 
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and an attempt to subdue his brother-in-law, Kuba Chah,’ 7 
king of Sindh, his reign was, for the time, comparatively 
tranquil, and remained undistui'bed even by the threat- 
ened advance of the Moguls under Zengiz Khan. In 622 
he finally overcame Kuba Chah, and re- attached Sindh 
to the empire. During this year, the governor of Bengal 
and Behar was brought to acknowledge the supremacy 
of the monarch of Delhi, which had been disclaimed 
by Baktiar Khilj! since the death of Ibek. The sultan 
was employed for the next six years in the subjection of 
those portions of the country which had remained inde- 
pendent, or, having been conquered, had revolted; and, 
before his%eath, Altumsh ruled over all Hindustan, with 
the exception of some few insulated portions. The powers 
of Mohammedan sultans, as rulers, as indeed those of all 
lordships of Hindustan, from its earliest history, seem to 
have been most indeterminate : at times, and in certain 
distidcts, extending to absolute possession of soil and people 
on the part of the king, and full and perfect subjection on 
the part of the local governors and those they ruled over; 
liable however at any time to endless fluctuations, as the 
strength of the sovereign, the turbulence of the governor, 
or the spirit of independence of the people, rose or fell. In 
other cases, allegiance reached only so far as a nominal 
recognition of supremacy, or even a tacit abstinence from 
denial of such ; suffice it to say, that among the multifarious 

7 For coins of this prince, vide Ariana Antiqua, fig. 19, pi. xx. ; 
Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal, vol. iv. figs. 47, 28 7 29, 
pi. xxxvii. The inscriptions on these pieces may be read as follows : 
Nos. 19 and 47 — Obv. J 

N&sir ud dunia wa ud din Kuba Chah, a Sultan. R. — Horseman 
and 5^ And Nos. 28 and 29 — Obv . The bull Nandi 

and 3ft MMni (Sri Kupachalui Sultan). R. — 

Same as Nos. 19 and 47. 
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tenures, and the many changes it was constantly liable to, 
one general rule of absolute monarchy prevailed —that the 
length of the sword was the limit of the sway. During the 
course of Altumsh’s reign, he received investiture from the 
Khalif of Baghdad — a most important recognition to a 
Mohammedan government, and one that is remarkable as 
being the earliest notice taken by the court of Baghdad of 
this new Indo-Mohammedan kingdom. Mohammed bin 
Sam, though he adopted the titles of the khalifs on his coins, 
did so probably not so much with reference to his Indian 
kingdom as on the strength of being the successor to the 
throne of Guzru ; the monarchs of which dynasty had for 
centuries been acknowledged as faithful Mussulmans, and 
their subjects considered as part of the flock of The Com- 
mander of the Faithful. The Indian conquests constituted, 
during the lifetime of Mohammed bin Sam, only a portion 
of the whole Guznl empire. Shortly after his death, however, 
when the Indian provinces were erected into a separate 
kingdom, they ceased to have any dependence on the 
rulers of the countries whence the race of their new kings 
had come. Altumsh died in 634, and was succeeded by his 
son. 

13- — Silver. 164 grs. R. (Prinsep Collection-)® 

Cbv *~—“ 1 i ^IkkA \ 

^ykluJI The most mighty Sultan, Shums ud dunia wa 
ud din abul Muzuffir Altumsh, the Sultan. 


8 Neither Oriental authors nor Indian moneyers seem to have 
had any very definite idea of the correct orthography of the name 
of this king. Rashid ud din, Mirkhond, and the author of the 
Khal&sufc ul Akhb&r, all differ slightly in their mode of spelling 
this word ; and the masters of the Delhi mint will be seen to have 
been as little particular. The indecision of these last is somewhat 
to be excused, seeing the Turk! origin of the title in question, 



COINS OF THE PATAN SULTANS OF HINDUSTAN. 103 

4iiU <*111 ^ill *j)\ till ^ 

> There is no god but God, Mohammed is the prophet 

of God. A1 Mustansir billah, the Commander of the 
Faithful, 

Marg.—h U - - - jdJUAfc 

A second specimen (Lord Auckland’s) has the same ob- 
verse, but a different reverse, and the inscriptions on both 
sides are in squares within circles. 

R» — Area - - ^L-c ^ \ 

In the time of Al Mustansir, the Commander of the 
Faithful. 

]S'l(l)(J% "" *“ kiXSb C 

14. — Silver. 53 grs. V.R. 

obv.-z rr ipfrr twfrTfuf^ft 4 H r s « 

Sultan Lititimisi sun, 1283 (Sumvut, 1283; a.h. 623). 

R — In circle, Sultan Aeltumsh. 

15. — Silver and Copper. 48 grs. C. 

Obv. — 5ft Bull and As&- 

wurx sri Samasdraldivi. 

r-hT ^rf^r Sri Chahar div. Horseman. 

The clear cutting of the die of the above coin, and the 
number of specimens of a similar character it is possible to 
refer to , 9 leave no doubt as to the correct reading of the 
inscription on the obverse, Asawurf sri Samasoraldivi. The 
legend on the reverse however presents a slight difficulty, 
incident to the transition state of the Devanagri alphabet, 
in the initial letter of the name. It has been proposed to 
read this as R or V ; but the occurrence of both these con- 

which, Col. Briggs has shown, was derived from the Ttirki word 
Sixty, at which number of Tomans our slave king was 
heretofore purchased. 

9 Ariana Antiqua, pl.xix., figs. 16, 31, 34,37. 
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sonants in the latter part of the name itself, where they are 
found differing in shape from the letter in question, makes 
this rendering inadmissible. 

In regard to the coin itself, there is reason to suppose 
that it derives its origin from the mint of some Hindu 
prince, as a reference to the Hindu creed seems to be 
signified in the use of the word Asawuri, as well as by the 
fact that coins having the same reverse are extant, bearing 
the old Brahmanical name of Sri Samanta dev, in the place 
here taken possession of by the title of Sri Shums ud din. 

It may therefore be taken to be the sample of the money 
of some Hindu ruler, who, once independent, became sub- 
sequently subject to the arms or policy of Altumsh; the 
emperor, in upholding the local sovereignty of his new 
vassal, probably obliged him to acknowledge the supremacy 
of his lord paramount, by inscribing the imperial titles on 
the currency he was still allowed to issue. 

The name of Chahur dev is a known one in the family 
of the last Hindu king of Delhi, and was borne by a brother 
of Prithvx Rajah himself, as well as (if Abul Fazl is to be 
trusted) by an immediate predecessor of this prince on the 
throne of the Chohans at Ajmir. 

16. — Silver and Copper. 48 grs. C. 

obv.-^Ftm rt Sultan sa sumasa din. Bull. 

R-sfr ^nr Sri Hamirah. Horseman. 

17. — Silver and Copper. 46 grs. C. 

Obv . — j LJaH ijuaJ* Shums ud dunia wa ud 
din Aletumsh. 

R. — Horseman and Sri Hamirah. 

38. — Silver and Copper. 53 grs. C. 

IkLdl j LjaSI Shums ud 

dunia wa ud din Aletumsh, the Sultan. 

R. — Horseman and Sri Hamirah. 
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19. — Copper. 26 grs. R. 

Ohv. — ^lULJi The Sultan. 

o 

R. — Just. 

20. — Copper. 24 grs. C. 

Obv. — The just Sultan. 

ft. — CLtyAsS (Struck) at the capital, Delhi. 

21. — Copper. 28 grs. R. 

Obv. — Shuras. 

R'-sfr W Sri Samas din, 

22. — Copper. 25 J grs. R. 

Obv. — JtXs The Just. 

'ft* — Shums. 

23. — Copper. 25 ~i- grs. 

Ohv. — Sultan. 

— u UJi\ Altumsh. 

There is a silver coin in the Prinsep Cabinet, weighing 
163 grs., inscribed: Obv . — dUi dll j 
J^cv. 1 c which will 

probably be found to be a medal of Altumsh, struck on the 
arrival of the diploma of the khalif, recognising the inde- 
pendent Mohammedan empii’e of Delhi. In the absence 
of any name except that of the khalif, and in the total loss 
of the marginal legends, it is of course impossible to decide 
with certainty to whom this coin belongs. However, the 
style, the shape of the letters, the khalifs title, and par- 
ticularly those titles standing alone, all justify the supposition 
regarding its origin which is now advanced. 


VOL. ix. 


p 
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Fifth Kino (a.h, 633— 634; a.d. 1237— 1238). 

Ruckn ud din Firuz’s unimportant reign of seven months’ 
duration was terminated by the elevation of his sister, the 
celebrated Reziah. 

24, 25, 26. — Copper* 55 and 42 grs. V.R. 

Obv. — ^ The great King, 

Rukn ud din, son of the Sultan. 

R. — Horseman. 

For some time after their first discovery these coins were 
attributed to Reziah, and even now, assigned as they are to 
Ruckn ud din, there is much doubt as to their due appro- 
priation : the best specimens, however, favor the reading 
now adopted, and show the cSj of Rukn pretty distinctly. 
There is a difficulty in the shape of the ^ (bin), which 
looks more like (binut); but the form of the coins and 
the tenor of the inscription differ so much from those of 
Reziah, the only woman of our series, that these reasons 
alone would lead to a rejection of her claim to the money 
in dispute. 

Sixth Reign (a.h, 634—637; a.d. 1236— 1239). 

Sultan Reziah. This princess presents the remarkable 
incident in Mohammedan history of a reigning queen ! 
Ferishtah, speaking of her, says, “ there was no fault to be 
found with her but that she was a woman !” a most 
orthodox Mohammedan sneer, and one unfortunately too 
well justified in the present instance. Her capacity for 
business, and her sufficiency to fill and adorn a throne, had 
already been shown during the reign of her father, who, 
when absent from Delhi, had left her in charge of his 
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government in preference to his sons, Nor did her early 
conduct after her elevation disappoint the fair expectations 
raised in her favor. The ability with which she dissolved the 
army of an opposing faction, even after its victory over her 
own forces, evinced aptitude in diplomacy of no mean order : 
her civil and judicial administration was equally admirably 
conducted : and, in short, she displayed all the qualities of 
an able and just sovereign. All her high endowments, all 
her achieved successes, were however destined to be sacri- 
ficed to a woman’s weakness, which seems to have been 
reprobated more from the fact of the object of her attach- 
ment being of low degree (an Abyssinian slave) than from 
any supposed impropriety in the mere act of an empress 
loving. The objections taken by the nobles to her manifest 
partiality to this person were brought to a crisis by her 
elevating him to the dignity of Amir ul Amrah (chief of 
the nobles). Open revolt ensued, which resulted in the 
dethronement of the queen, who was made over for safe 
custody to Altunia, one of the leaders of the insurrection, 
and her brother, Behram, raised to the musnud in her 
stead. Here again Reziah displayed her subtilty in per- 
suading Altunia to marry her, and then readily induced 
him to support her claims against his former confederates ; 
which was so effectually done that it was not until after two 
severe battles that she was finally made prisoner and put to 
death. 

27. — Silver. 165 grs. Unique. ( Prinsep Collection .) 

Obv. — AxLc &%>~ 

y&ysJi ^JaLuutt The most mighty Sultan, 

Jellalat ud dunia wa ud din (the glory of the world and the 
faith), the Queen, the daughter of the Sultan Altumsh, the 
beloved of the commander of the faithful. 
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R* Area — — ^dixuM^\\ ^bc tX^c- o 

In the time of the Imam A1 Mustunsir, the commander of 
the faithful, 

Marg>— &UJL# - - Li£\ 

28 and 29. — Copper. 47 and 49 grs. V.R. 

0bv J W All ^ t JiAJ\ The most mighty 

Sultan, Reziah ud dunia wa ud din. 

R. — Horseman, and Sri Hamlrah. 

Up to the present time the term Reziah has been looked 
upon as implying a name and not a title ; the coins above 
appear to demonstrate the contrary to be the fact: the silver 
medal negatively, inasmuch as it does not give Reziah as a 
name ; and the copper coins positively, in displaying the 
Reziah joined to the ud dunia, &c. In a Persian MS. in the 
Library of the Royal Asiatic Society, denominated “Tarikhi 
Hind” (No. 125 of MS. Catalogue), she is also adverted to 
under the title of Rezx ud din, without any 

further attempt at designation. The meaning assigned to 
is, satisfying . Her name may, therefore, be rendered, 
The approved. 

It will be remarked that the coins retain the Sultan in 
the masculine gender, whereas all the rest of the Persian 
inscription is duly preserved in the feminine : this curious 
affectation of the superior sex in regard to her regal position, 
strongly supports the account of Ferishtah, that “ changing 
her apparel” she “assumed the imperial robes.” 

Seventh King (a.h. 637 — 639 ; a.d. 1239—1241). 

The reign of Muaz ud din Behvam Shah, in duration 
little more than two years, was marked during its con- 
tinuance by the usual amount of intrigues, assassinations, 
and mutinies common to an Eastern court under a weak 
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monarchy, and was finally brought to a close by the siege 
of the capital by the vizir, and the subsequent imprison- 
ment and murder of the sovereign. 

A partial invasion of the north of India, by the Moghuls 
of Zengiz Kh&n, took place during 639; they, however, 
penetrated no further than Lahore. 

30 and 33. — Silver and Copper mixed. 54 and 56 grs. V.R. 

Obv . — j L3a1\j*^ hjzi] The most mighty 

Sultan, Muaz ud dunia wa ud din. 

R. — Horseman, and the Sultan. 

32. — Silver and Copper mixed. Unique. 

Ob v . — ^ TUT m Bull and Sultan Sa (Shah) 

Muyazadin. 

R. — Bfr^sfrr: Horseman and Sri Humirah. 

Eighth King (a.h.639 — 644; a.d. 1241 — 1246). 

The uncertainty of succession to Eastern thrones is pro- 
minently displayed in the present instance, in the accession 
of two kings in one day. Eiz ud din Balbum, a son-in-law 
of Altumsh, supported by a faction, assumed the sovereignty 
immediately on the decease of Behram; but, before night, 
he was supplanted by Ala ud din Masaud, a son of Iiukn 
ud din Firuz, upon whom the choice of the more influential 
nobles had fallen. 

The reign of this prince was marked by the occurrence 
of two invasions of India by the Moghuls: in the one case, 
they penetrated through Thibet into Bengal, where they 
were met and defeated by the troops on the spot; in the 
other instance, their approach from the West was checked 
by the advance of the sultan in person. A two years’ rule, 
otherwise remarkable only for the evil conduct of the 
sovereign, closed with his imprisonment and death. 
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A coin similar to No. 33, with the exception of the name 
of the khalif, which indicates an earlier date. 

a . — Copper. 169 grs. V.R. 

ft. — (i In the time of 
the Im&m A1 Mustansir, the commander of the faithful. 
N.B. A1 Mustansir died in 640 a.h. 

33. — Silver. 168 grs. V.R. 

Obv . — &[*> y\ j 1 c jjic. 

^IkLd! ^ The mighty King, Ala ud dunia wa ud din. 
The victorious Mas&ud Sh&b, the son of the King. 

Marg . — - - - L-jyJ, 

ft* Aiea — — A^c- ^ 

In the time of the Imam A1 Mustassem, the commander of 
the faithful. 

Marg. — j ^x} J\ j Aj>~\ ax* . . . Year 641. 

84. — Silver and Copper. 50 grs. 

Obv . — j LjjJl iLc. jdic XI JbLl\ The mighty King, 
Ala ud dunia wa ud din. 
ft. — #Li JytAjiuo Mas&ud Shah. 

35. — Copper. 49£ grs. 

Obv. — L^ytM^o j LjaSI 
ft • ^ 

36. — Silver and Copper. 52 grs. 

Obv . — 

ft. — Rude figure of a horseman. 

37. — Copper. 56 grs. 

Obv.— U ILLJ1 
ft. — Rude figure of a horseman. 

38. — Copper and Silver. 4i grs. 

Obv . — 3fFfTl^0T Bull and Alddin. 



COINS OF THE PATAN SULTANS OF HINDUSTAN. Ill 


Ninth King (a.h. 644 — 663; a.d. 1246 — 1266). 

The early part of the reign of Ndsir ucl din Mahmud 
has been rendered celebrated by the acts of his vizir, 
Balban; whose successful arrangements for the defence of 
the frontier from the attacks of the Moghuls (the crying 
evil of the day) were followed by measures equally efficient 
for the internal security and consolidation of the empire, by 
bringing under more perfect subjection many of the local 
Hindu rajahs, who had been enabled to disclaim their alle- 
giance during the preceding reign. The jealousy of the 
sultan, consequent upon the great energy and influence of 
his vizir, led to the dismissal of the latter; but the some- 
what authoritative demand of many of the provincial go- 
vernors necessitated his speedy restoration. The exemplary 
private life of this monarch offers a strong contrast to the 
results usually attendant upon the power of unlimited in- 
dulgence incident to the occupation of an Asiatic throne. 

39. — Silver. 170 grs. C. 

Obv . — Area 

Date 68S h. The most mighty Sovereign 

Masir ud dunia wa ud din. The victorious Mahmud, the 
son of the Sultan. 

Both Obv. and Rev. margin . — <Ladl a 

AjLiu* • ti This silver (coin was) 

struck at the capital, Delhi, in the year 658. 

R. — Area — “ y j.^o\ o 

In the time of the Imam A1 Mostassem, the commander of 
the faithful. 

40. — Silver and Copper. 51 grs. 

. Obv.—^\j U-'.H The most mighty 

Sovereign Nasir ud dunia wa ud din. 

R.— 5ft jy-ru Mahmud. Sri Hamirah. 
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41. — Copper. 54 grs. 

Obv.—^dW j ye\> u lkLJl The most mighty 

Sovereign Nasir ud dunia wa ud din. 


Tenth King (a.h. 664—685; a.d. 1266 — 1286). 

Mahmud, leaving no male issue, the facile succession of 
his powerful vizir followed almost of necessity. Balban’s 
conduct after his elevation was not altogether in accordance 
with the promise of his behaviour while a minister. Once 
a slave, now a king, the first endeavour of his reign was to 
destroy the very race of Turk! bondmen among whom he 
himself had lately been numbered. In his own altered 
position, legitimacy was to become paramount. The in- 
alienable succession of his own heirs was now to be secured. 
The contingency under which he had risen was, for the 
future, to be rendered impossible. To this end blood was 
not spared ; and in this spirit the lives of his own near 
relations were sacrificed with but little compunction. The 
severity also which led to the wholesale depopulation of a 
province, albeit of bandits, attended by the slaughter of 
100,000 human beings, was scarcely to be justified by a 
plea of far more urgent expediency than can be advanced 
in the instance in question. About this period, the disorder 
of the neighbouring kingdoms consequent upon the invasion 
of the Moghuls, drove the most illustrious men from all 
quarters to seek refuge in India. There, were assembled 
all the brightest ornaments of the Asiatic world ; and, at 
their head, no less than fifteen sovereign princes. For a 
time, the old Hindu capital became, as it were, the centre 
of Mohammedanism ; and Delhi shone with a splendour 
but little anticipated for it by its Muslim occupiers of a few 
short years before. 
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<The unsparing rigour of the emperor secured his su- 
premacy almost unquestioned throughout his long reign, 
with the exception of the one serious revolt of Tugrul, the 
governor of Bengal, wlio assumed the style and titles of 
an independent king, and was successful in defeating two 
several armies sent to subdue him. At length, the sultan 
proceeded against him in person, and coming upon the 
whole force of the rebels somewhat unexpectedly, he in a 
dashing spirit of chivalry, though at the head of only forty 
troopers, entered their camp at headlong speed, and struck 
panic into his adversaries by his very rashness. In the pre- 
cipitate flight which ensued, Tugrul was captured and slain. 
Balban’s loss of his eldest son, who fell in the hour of 
victory, fighting against the enemies of his race, the 
Moghuls, hastened the end for which, at the age of eighty, 
nature must already have prepared the way ; and the em- 
peror, in the language of his people, took the road to another 
world. 

V- Gold. R. 169 grs. Date 678 h. (Marsden.) 

Same type and legends as No. 42, with the exception of the 
word in place of 

42. — Silver. 168 grs. R. 

Obv. — j}\ jjJdM ^ UdJl 

The most mighty Sovei'eign, Ghias ud dunia wa 
ud din. The victorious Balban, the Sultan. 

r *c^\ fUl The Im&m A1 Mustassem, 

commander of the faithful. 

Margin . — j ^Uj 

j This silver (coin was) struck at the capital, Delhi, 
in the year 678 h. 

A change is to be noticed in the coins of Balban, in the 
rejection of the words ft uhud , cc in the time of,” ** under 

Q 
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the auspices of,” usually prefixed to the name of the khalif 
on the medals of his predecessors. The last Abbasside 
khalif, Mustassem, was put to death in 656 a.h., by the 
Moghul conqueror of Baghdad, Hulaku Khan. It has been 
the subject of remark, as an apparent inconsistency, that 
Balban and other monarchs should have continued to em- 
ploy the name of this martyr of their faith long subsequent 
to his decease; its retention, however, may be considered 
as appropriate, as it was clearly intentional ; pending the 
appearance of an acknowledged successor to the throne of 
Mohammed, no course could have been less open to 
objection than a continuation of this simple record of the 
last who had borne the mantle of the Prophet, 

48. — Copper. 47 J grs. C. 

Obv . — J LjjJi cb Li The most mighty 

Sovereign, Ghids ud dunia wa ud din. 

R . — Centre Balban. Marg. : ^FfrfT 3PTTH 

Sri Sultdn Ghids ud din, 

44. — Copper. 67 grs. C. 

Obv . — The most mighty Sovereign. 

5^.*— j U.3 Ghids ud dunia wa ud din. 

45. — Copper. 26 grs. V.R. 

Obv . — J Ac (The) just (coin of) Ghids. 

R. — At the capital, Delhi. 

Eleventh King (a.h. 685—687; a.d. 1286 — 1288). 

Prior to the decease of his father, Bakarra Khan, then 
governor of Bengal, had been disinherited from the suc- 
cession to the throne of Delhi, and Kaikhusru, the son of 
his elder brother, Mohammed, had been nominated in his 
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stead ; but the nobles present in the capital at the time of 
the death of Balban superseded this last arrangement by 
elevating Kaikobad, another grandson of the emperor, and 
the son of Bakarra Khan himself. The governor of Bengal, 
on receiving information of the state of matters at Delhi, 
marched towards that metropolis for the purpose of asserting 
his own right to the crown ; but being met on the way by the 
army of his son, he returned to Bengal without any further 
effort, leaving Kaikobad the now undisputed monarch of 
Hindust&n. The early part of this reign, conspicuous for 
the dissipation of the king, and the influence and oppressive 
conduct of the vizir, was marked by the foul and needless 
massacre of the Moghul mercenaries in the service of the 
state. The emperor’s father, who had retained the king- 
dom of Bengal, hearing of the position of thraldom to 
which his son was reduced, by the domination of his vizir, 
endeavoured to remedy the evil by warnings. Seeing these 
of no effect, he moved an army towards the capital. The 
son was not slow to meet him, and the two forces encamped 
nearly in sight of each other. But Bakarra Khan, or, a3 
he had been called since the death of Balban, Nasir ud 
din, finding himself inferior to the troops opposed to him, 
and being unwilling to leave his son, as of old, in the power 
of his minister, desired an interview, with the object of 
endeavouring, by personal persuasion, to effect what written 
remonstrances had failed to accomplish. 

Under the advice of the vizir an audience was conceded, 
but only on terms of the most abject humiliation possible 
for the father. When, however, these came to be carried 
out, and the meeting between father and son actually took 
place, in the presence of the whole court, the supremacy of 
nature had its way, and the son would now have humbled 
himself even as he had been taught to humiliate his sire. 
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The meeting ended in a recognition of the independence 
of the kingdom of Bengal, but was useless for the purpose 
for which it had been sought. The murder of the minister, 
in 688, but little improved the now paralytic king’s position ; 
he was only surrounded by new intriguers for, power, the 
competition for which ended in favour of Firuz Khilji, 
whose last step to the foot of the throne was over the corpse 
of his predecessor ; the small remains of whose life left little 
to be done by his assassins. 

46. — Silver. 168 grs. R. 

Obv . — J LjjJl jxso 

U ILU1 Date, 687. The most mighty Sovereign, Muaz 
ud dunia wa ud din. The victorious Kaikob&d, the Sultan. 

The Imdm A1 Mustassem, 

commander of the faithful. 

This silver (coin was) struck at the capital, Delhi, 
in the year 687, 

47. — Silver and Copper. 54 grs. 

Obv . — j L3a!\ The most mighty 

Sovereign, Muaz ud dunia wa ud din. 

. 'd\+sui Kaikobad. 5ft tt^ni 3TovSt<0 Sri 

— - * *' vj vD x 

Sultdn Mu-ujudin. 

This word presents a curious instance of the difficulty of 
expressing the sounds of certain letters of the Arabic alpha- 
bet in the written Hindi language. There being no con- 
sonant corresponding with the Arabic * as used in 
the die-cutter, not satisfied with the of his pre- 

decessors, has apparently invented a letter for the occasion, 
composed of the final visarga (;) placed horizontally ; to 
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which has been attached the vowel 'O u; making the whole 
something like Mu-o/mjudin. 

48. — Copper, 5 1 grs. 

Obv . — jJicllSi The most mighty Sovereign, 

R* — j j*** Muaz ud dunia wa ud din, 

49. — Copper. 59 grs. 

Obv*' JcXc The just (coin of) Muaz. 

R. — The capital, Delhi. 

Twelfth King (a.h. 687— 695; a.d. 1288—1295). 

Firuz’s accession does not appear to have been immediate 
on the death of the late king, as native historians mention 
the succession of Shums ud din Kai Kaus, a son of Kaiko- 
b&d , 8 who is said to have reigned for three months and 
some days, Ferishtah also, though he does not allow him 
a separate reign, indirectly countenances the fact, in his 
notice of the murder of this prince by Firuz, as an early act 
towards the consolidation of his own power. 

The seven years* domination over the destinies of Hin- 
dustan of this, the first of the race of Khilji, notable, in 
as far as the sovereign was concerned, only for his unwise 
clemency, has been rendered remarkable by the extensive 
campaigns of his nephew, Ala ud din; whose expedition 
into the Dekliin — as successful as it was daring — was the 
means of securing for this leader the enormous wealth which 
enabled him first to rebel, and eventually to possess him- 
self of the crown of Delhi. Intrigue, however, was found 
more suitable than overt insurrection; and, in a moment 
of unwise confidence, Firuz ventured with but a slight 


8 See Aien i Akhberi and Mirat al Alem, &c. 
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escort into the camp of his deceiver, where he was assas- 
sinated under circumstances of more than usual atrocity. 

50/ — Silver. 168grs. R. 

Obv. — 4ft bjjy+i y\ LjjM JiU- ^IkLuJI 

jjlkwJi The most mighty Sovereign, Jelal ud dunia wa ud 
din. The victorious Firuz Sh&h, the Sultan. 

R. — Area r ui 

The Imdm A1 Mustassem, commander of the faithful. 

Marg . — j AXuj tA 

j This silver (coin was) struck at the capital, Delhi, 
in the year 695. 

51. — Silver. 52 grs. 

Obv.—^S\\ J LjjJt JLf Jaclfll U \LUI The most mighty 
Sovereign, Jelal ud dunia wa ud din. 

R. — Centre Jyj Firiiz Shah, 

Marg. — 5ft t ^FfrfT Sri Sultan Jalaludin. 

52. — Copper. 67 grs. 

Obv . — ^rSW ^ISoLJ^ The most mighty Sovereign, 

R. — j LjjsM Jelal ud dunia wa ud din. 

53. — Copper. 29 grs. 

Obv. — J Ac Just (coin of) Firuz Sh&h. 

R. — lz^zzsT At the capital, Delhi. 

There are certain coins similar in character to Nos. 16 , 

32 , and 41 , bearing the legend which pro- 

bably should be attributed to this sultan ; but in the absence 
of any means of identification beyond the mere title, and 
adverting to the apparent discontinuance of the use of this 
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species of coin at this period, there may be some doubt as 
to the possibility of the specimens in question belonging 
either to Reziah or Jel&l ud din Kharizm Shah ; who, it is 
to be remarked, held sovereignty in the Punjab, for a short 
time, during the reign of Altumsh. 


Thirteenth King (a.h. 695; a.d. 1295). 

On the murder of his father, in the camp of Aid ud din, 
Rukn ud din Ibrahim was elevated to the throne of Hin- 
dustan. His party being in possession of the capital, gave 
him a temporary existence as a king — a dignity which other- 
wise, as a younger son and a minor, he was neither entitled 
nor fitted to hold. Ala ud din, having already at his com- 
mand a powerful army, and the booty of the Duckhun 
supplying him with means of increasing his force to an 
almost unlimited extent, had merely to advance to Delhi 
to put an end to the rule of the boy king, whose safety was 
for a time secured by a precipitate flight to Multdn. 

54. — Silver. 167 grs. Unique. ( Lord Auckland's Cabinet.) 

The most mighty Sovereign, Rukn ud dunia 

wa ud din. The victorious Ibrahim Sh&h, the Sult&n, 
son of — 

R.““ #1 Jt) ipsAli 

The most mighty Sultdn, Jelal [ud dunia wa ud 

din, Firuz Shah, supporter of the commander of the 
faithful. 

Ailcwj j This silver (coin was) struck in the capital, 
Delhi, in the year 695. 
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55. — Copper. 52 grs. R. 

Obv. — J UjjJI (A) ^IkJ] The most mighty 

Sovereign, Rukn ud dunia wa ud din. 

R.— *1 ^ pt&fA Ibrahim Slrih, son of Firdz 
Shfth. 1 

56. — Copper. 38 grs. R. 

Obv . — Jas- Just (coin of) Ibrahim Sh&h, 

R. — x\£» ^ sou of Firuz Shah. 


Fourteenth King (a.ii. 695 — 716; a.d. 1295 — 1316). 

Ala ud din Mohammed Shah, the most energetic and 
powerful of the Moslim monarchs who had yet swayed the 
destinies of Hindustan, consolidated his authority after his 
accession by means as little scrupulous as those which he 
had used in its attainment. His own individual efforts to 
this end were aided by the successes of his generals against 
the last remaining stronghold of the family of Firuz in 
Mult&n, the repulse of a Moghul invasion in the Punjab, 
and the reduction of the kingdom of Guzrat. In 698 a.h., 
Northern India was desolated by another invasion of the 
Moghuls : this time, the expedition being conducted with 
skill, and supported by an overwhelming force, the assailants 
met with but little effectual opposition till they reached the 
gates of Delhi. Here, under the walls of his capital, the 
sultan was forced to give them battle : u two such mighty 
hosts had not before been arrayed against each other 
since the day when the spears of Islam were first exalted 
in Hindustan/ 5 The conflict was not of long duration, 
and victory declared itself in favor of the arms of Ala ud 
din. The activity of the pursuit gave a lesson to the 
invaders which sufficed for the time to carry them well out 
of the country they had looked upon as already conquered. 
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VIII. 


ON ANGLO-SAXON COINS DISCOVERED AT YORK 
IN THE YEAR 184 2. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, Nov. 2*>th, 184f>.] 


For the account of this discovery of Anglo-Saxon styeas 
we are indebted to Mr. Hargrove, of York; who states, that 
“on Saturday, the twenty-third of April, 1842, as some 
workmen were digging a drain, in connexion with the 
Public Rooms then building in St. Leonard's Place, York, 
and not far from P>ootham Bar, they came in contact with 
the foundations of the old city wall, which formerly passed 
from the Bar to the multangular tower near St. Mary's 
Abbey. On striking the spade near the bottom of the 
said foundation, at a depth of five and a half feet below 
the surface of the street, they discovered a great number of 
small coins, much corroded, and which, the workmen said, 
would have filled a peck measure, there being not less than 
10,000 of them. One of the workmen declared that they 
had been enclosed in a pot, which was broken by a pick- 
axe. The coins ultimately passed into the hands of 
Mr. Hewison, the silversmith, who sold them at sixpence 
each.” 1 

A small portion of this discovery was examined by our 
late Secretary, Mr. C. Roach Smith, and the result laid 
before the Society in a paper read the 25th of May, 134.% 
and published, with illustrations, in the Numismatic 
Chronicle, No. xxv., pi. 99. In the same paper are com- 

1 Journal of the British Archaeological Association, vol. ii., 
p. 230. 
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municated the particulars of a further portion examined 
by Mr. Haigh, of Leeds. We have now, by the kindness 
of Mr. Hargrove, the additional number of 2,258, sent to 
the British Archaeological Association 2 for the purpose of 
examination ; and making together a total number ol 3,489 
coins from the York discovery. 

In the latter parcel we have 531 of Eanred; .919 of 
Eth aired; 63 of Redulf; 61 of Osberht; 1 of Eanbald; 
237 of Vigmund; 23 of Vulfhere; and 423 illegible, or 
uncertain. 


MONEYERS OF EANRED. 


Aldates 

Eadvini 

Hendilber* 

Adulfere* 

Eanred 

Heardulf 

Aelser* 

Eordrdae* 

Odilo 

Broder 

Fordred 

Odilo mon 

Coenred 

Fuldnod* 

Monne 

Daegberht 

Fulcnod 

Radulcis, or Gaduteis 

Eolnod* 

Gadutes 

Vulfred 

Edenod* 

Herred 

Wintred. 

Eadvulf * 



Only single specimens of the following names occur : — 

Adulfere, Aelser, Daegberht, Eordrdae, Fulanod, Hendilber, 

Heardulf, and Odilo mon; and those marked with an 

asterisk are new. 




ethelred's moneyers* 

Aldhere, or Alfhere Coenred* 

Eanwald* 

Anfesig 

Cunemund 

Eaninald* 

Anred 

Cunenard* 

Eardvulf 

Aellred* 

Eanred 

Eon red* 

Bardvulf* 

Eanredi* 

Edelor mu* 

Brother 

Eadvini* 

Edlebearht* 

Ceolhard 

Eadvi* 

Fordred 


2 The Council of the Association suggested this detailed report 
being drawn up for the Numismatic Society. 
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Leofaegn Vulfred Vulfric* 

Monne Vandlebearlifc Werned 

Odilo Vulfsic* Wintred. 

Ordvulf* 

Single specimens of Bardvulf, Ceolhard, Cunenard, 
Eonred, Edelor mu, Eaninald, Eanredi, Ordvulf, Vulfric, 
and Werned, Those with an asterisk are new. One of 
Fordred has mon in addition. 

The artists of Ethelred must have taxed their ingenuity 
for variations in writing his name. We have, in addition to 

those already published, Edred rex* Elred rex , Ed rex , 

Leofdegn , Eaduni , 

Eden rex , Edinred , Edenred rex , and Edylred rex . 

Eadvini, Eardvulf, Eardvulf, Cuthberht. 

Amongst the Hexham coins so fully described and 
beautifully illustrated by Mr. Adamson, in vol. xxiv. of the 
Archa>ologia> are figured four specimens of Ethelred, with 
an animal resembling a hound (pi. xlvii., Nos. 161 to 164). 
One only of that type occurs in the present parcel; but on 
it appears, in front of the animal, a trefoil ornament, which 
is not seen on either of those engraved by Mr. Adamson. 



The reason of this figure not appearing in the plate of the 
Archceologia probably was owing to the imperfect state of 
the coins, and consequently escaped observation ; as, on 
examining the specimen in the British Museum, I find 
evident traces of the same figure, though not very distinctly 
marked. 
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The trefoil is shewn on two of the sceattae in Ruding, 
pi. iii., Nos. 5 and 9 ; which Mr. Hawkins, in his work on 
“ The Silver Coins of England,” has removed, with the 
others in the same plate, from the kingdom of Kent to that 
of Northumberland, and the correctness of which removal 
is corroborated by this fine styca of Ethelred. The trefoil 
on the Anglo- Saxon coins seems to have been an emblem 
peculiar to Northumberland, as seen on a penny of Sihtric, 
in the Pembroke Catalogue, pt. 4, tab. 1 ; also, on one of 
Regnald, in the Numismatic Chronicle, vol. i., p. 119; and 
on another of Anlaf, in Hawkins, pl.ix, No. 128. 


Moneyees of Redulf. 


Aldhere 

3 

Brought forward 33 

Coened 

11 

Monne 

15 

Eardulf 

1 

Herred 

1 

Eoenre 

1 

Cuthbearht. 

8 

Broder 

9 

Huaetnodd. 

2 

Fordred 

8 

Uncertain . 

4 


Carried forward 33 Total 63 

The names of Eardulf, Eoenre, and Broder, are new on 
the stycas of this monarch. 

Very little appears to be known of this sovereign. He 
is stated to have held the sceptre only a few months, and to 
have been slain in battle with the Danes. If this statement 
be correct, Redulf must have been fully occupied during 
this brief space of time in preparation for defending his 
kingdom, and resisting his invading enemies; he could have 
had very little leisure to attend to the details of a coinage. 
The fact however of so many of his coins being found in 
the York hoard, and also in that of Hexham, is hardly re- 
concileable with so short a reign, and leads to a doubt of 
the accuracy of the meagre account we have of him. Com- 
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paring the number of his coins with those of Osberht found 
in the York parcel, I am led to the supposition that his- 
tory has not furnished us with the true term of Redulfs 
reign. 


Moneyers of Osberht. 


Banulf 



7 

Brought forward 26 

Eamilf 



13 

Edelhelm 

2 

Eanred 



1 

Monne 

13 

Ednure 



1 

Vineberht 

10 

Edulhu 



2 

Vulfred 

2 

Embrm 



2 

Uncertain 

8 


Carried forward 26 


Total 61 


The following names are new, Eanred — Ednure — Edulhu 
— Embrm— and Vulfred. 

A neat, well executed piece, reading ONARS REX. Rev , 
BANULF, may possibly belong to Osberht. 


EANBALD. 

It may be worthy of remark that in so large a parcel found 
in the city of York, the place of the episcopal mint, only 
one coin of this prelate should occur, though he held the 
see upwards of thirty years, and for the most part con- 
temporaneously with the sovereign Eanred, of whom we 
have between five and six hundred specimens. 


Moneyers of Vigmund. 


Coenred 

84 

Ethelveard . 

45 

Elfheard 

2 

Eoenreo 

1 

Edelhelm 

41 

Hunlaf 

62 
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Elfheard is the only new name among this prelate’s mo- 
neyers. 

Three coins of this archbishop have his name and title 
on both sides; one reads AREP on one side, and I REP on 
the other, and three specimens occur with the Saxon fl\ oh 
the reverse. 


VULFHERE. 

Of this archbishop there are twenty-three coins, all by 
the same moneyer, Vulfred, and all of the usual type, 
except one which has four crescents on the reverse, and so 
far is a new type, and the moneyer’s name is doubtful. 
(See Plate, fig. 6.) 


Uncertain. 

Amongst the uncertain we shall place first that singular 
type figured by Mr. Smith, pL vi., vol. vii., Nos. 1, 2, 8 , 4, 
5; of these there are about twenty specimens. On the 
obverse, according to Mr. Smith, the characters are all very 
nearly alike; on the reverse, several different names occur, 
as will appear below. Three bear that of Redulf, and, as 
we do not know this name as a moneyer on the styca, we 
should, but for the circumstance of other moneyers’ names 
occurring, have unhesitatingly have given these to the 
sovereign of this name. As it is, however, I fear we must 
look further for a proper appropriation. If we take the 
letters as they stand on the coins, we shall be unable to 
make out any name satisfactorily, but if they be read as 
upside down, we may, with the help of a little conjecture, 
decipher Eardvulf. I suggest, therefore, the possibility of 
these curious pieces belonging to Heardvulf the predecessor 
of Eanred. 
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Varieties of this curious Styca. 


EVxDDAFE— 
EV+BaIFE — 
EVxBDArE — 


REDVVLT two 
EADVINI 
EOEN 
PIEV1 
EARHV 
DINYL \ 


DANID J same nanle > one retrogade. 


The following two of the same class are unexplicable 
by me: — 


EV+DIRE— VIDHEL 
E Y + DI RE -r IE N V VL F. 

These four money ers, Ethilveard, Ethelhelm, Eardvulf, 
and Edilred, are found on both sides of several specimens. 


PIECES WITH TWO MONEYERS* NAMES. 


Eardvulf and Haedath 
Eardvulf „ Vidvini 
Eardvulf „ Edelhelm 
Edelhelm „ Odilo 
Edelhelm „ Vulfred 


Edelhelm and Eidmund 

Huea „ Vie den 3 

Huea „ Heoeir 3 

Odilo mon „ Vulfsic (%. 9.) 

Vendelberht „ Odilo (fig. 8) 


Amongst the uncertain is a coin that reads VLRED REX. 

Though the present parcel does not furnish any piece 
heretofore unknown, yet it is by no means without interest 
to the Saxon collector; as it affords some very fine spe- 
cimens of the coins of Osberht and Vulfherc, which are 
generally found of coarse workmanship, indifferently pre- 
served, and scarcely legible. 

J. D. Cuff. 


8 These are probably the same. 
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IX. 

INSCRIPTION ILLUSTRATING THE LEGENDS OF 
THE COINS OF VABALLATHUS. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, Dec. 24th, 1846.] 

Dr. Lee announced the following communication from Sir 
Gardiner Wilkinson. 

“ At a bridge over the small rivulet called Nahr el Feedar, 
near Gebayl, on the coast of Syria, is an inscription upon 
a broken column containing the names of Zenobia and 
her son Vaballathus, which, I believe, has not been noticed 
by travellers who preceded me. It was, unfortunately, 
nearly dark when I passed it, and from the imperfect light 
and decayed condition of the stone, I had some difficulty in 
decyphering it. The upper part is lost, and the last letters 
of some lines are defaced; sufficient, however, remains to 
show that it was a dedication to one of the Roman Em- 
perors, either Claudius or Aurelian, and to Zenobia the 
mother of the Emperor Vaballathus, the son of Athenodorus, 
apparently by a proconsul whose name is in the first re- 
maining line. 

“ The inscription is as follows: — 

. . . inn .... 

AN0YITAT ... 1 A 

AN6IKHTWC6 BAG TO 
KAIC6IITI v/AZHNOBIA 
0 £ B ACT! I MHTP IT OY 
TOYAI1TTHTOYI . . . 

KPATOPOCOYABAAAA.. 

AGHNOACOPOY.... 

cc The name of Athenodorus in the last line is important 
from its showing that Vaballathus was not, as usually sup- 
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posed, the son of Odenathus and Zenobia, but of her first 
husband. Another point of importance (to which my at- 
tention was first directed by Colonel Leake) is, that the 
name Athenodorus clears up the question long agitated re- 
specting the word ABHNY or A0IINOY, in the legends on 
the coins of Vaballathus, and this renders the inscription 
particularly interesting to numismatists. We also learn 
from it that Vaballathus reigned at Palmyra conjointly 
with his mother Zenobia, after the death of Odenathus; 
and did not c receive for the first time the title of Auto- 
crator when made ruler of a small province in Armenia .' 1 
The claim, too, to that honour thus appears to have been 
greater than we have been led to suppose; and the Roman 
conqueror, when he failed to capture the son of Zenobia, 
deserved less credit for generosity in continuing to him the 
imperial title in a small and remote province. 

“Gardiner Wilkinson” 


u August 14 th, 1844 ,” 


1 Gibbon, c. xi. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Revue de Rouen speaks of the discovery, at Caudebec-les- 
Elbceuf, a locality abounding in Roman remains, of 8,100 Roman 
coins, deposited in an earthen vase, covered with a tile. Of these, 
6,800 are of Postumus ; of the remainder, one half of Gallienus 
and Salonina; the other half, of Gordian III., Philip, father and 
son, Otacilia, Trajanus Deems, Etruscilla, Trebonianus, Gallus, 
Volusian, Valerian, Saloninus, Valerian the younger, and Vic- 
torious. The most recent is a coin of Claudius Gothicus. All 
are stated to be in billon. Among the less common of these coins 
are one each of fEmilian, Cornelia Supera (R. VESTA), Quietus, 
and Laelianus ; four of Marius ; and two of Mariniana. They 
have been secured for the Itouen Museum. 







JEWELLED COIN OF THE EMPEROR MAVRIC1VS. 

FOUND AT BACTON, NORFOLK. 


18 * 6 - 


Drav/ii F. vri.jn.uted bj F-W. Fairkoli. F-3 A ~~ 


X. 


OBSERVATIONS ON A JEWELLED COIN OF THE 
EMPEROR MAURICE, FOUND ON THE 31st OF 
DECEMBER, 1845, AT BACTON, NEAR CROMER, 
NORFOLK. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, January 28th, 1847.] 

Norwich, October 30th, 181G, 

Gentlemen, 

You are doubtless aware that an enchased gold coin, bear- 
ing on its obverse an imperial portrait, and a legend similar 
to some of those which Banduri aud others assign, with 
confident unanimity, to Mauritius Tiberius was found 
about ten months ago at Bacton, on the coast of Norfolk, 
and has since been presented by Miss Gurney, of North 
Repps Cottage, in the same county, to the British Museum, 
Having had my attention called to the circumstances 
under which this interesting relic of antiquity was brought 
to light, and placed in the hands of a lady whose intelli- 
gence and discrimination were a sure guarantee for its im- 
mediate safety, and the most judicious regard for its future 
preservation, I am induced to hope that the following no- 
tice of the subject will not prove wholly unacceptable to 
the Numismatic Society — particularly as my humble re- 
marks will have the advantage of being accompanied with 
a graphic illustration, from the pencil and by the etching 
needle of an able artist, himself a fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries and a member of your council. 


1 Emperor of the East, son-in-law and immediate successor of 
Tiberius (II.) Constantinus ; proclaimed Augustus, a.d.582, and 
murdered by the usurper Phocas, at Constantinople, a.d. 602. 

VOL, ix. " T 
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This specimen of the ancient monilia mimismatica was 
picked up by a poor woman, on her way from the village of 
Bacton to that of Mundsley, as it lay on the beach near 
high water mark, imbedded in a branch of sea-weed. — It 
consists of a small gold piece of money, surrounded by a 
circular border of the same precious metal, measuring 
about an inch and a half in diameter. The setting is com- 
posed of thirty-eight cells, irregular in their forms, and of 
different sizes ; twenty of these are filled with bits of red 
coloured stone (probably garnet). The remaining cavities 
are empty. The annexed engraving distinctly shows the 
spaces which are devoid of stones ; the irregularity of their 
form is doubtless owing to the broken and damaged thin 
plates that separate each, having been twisted by violence. 
The beliere , or loop, by which ornamental articles of this 
kind were evidently meant to be suspended, exhibits on the 
front side a braided or chain pattern, of elaborate and not 
inelegant workmanship, which also extends itself over the 
reverse side. With the exception of the loop the back part 
of the jewel is quite plain ; the border encircling the coin 
but leaving its reverse open to view. On the side of the 
portrait the inner rim is raised a little above the level of 
the medal. The outer rim is enriched with an interlaced 
pattern, corresponding to that on the loop. 

The custom of setting gold coins and medallions, in a 
circular or octagonal frame, of the same metal, may be 
traced to an early period of the Augustan History. This 
custom became more and more common in the lower ages, 
especially under the Byzantine emperors, and was imitated 
long after the western division of the Roman world had 
fallen a prey to incursions from, the great northern hive 
of nations. The entourage of these medals is orna- 
mented with in-layings of either red or blue coloured glass, 
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or, like the one found at Baeton, with stones, such as sap- 
phires or garnets. But whilst the obverses of these coins 
are thus surrounded with enrichments, the backs of them 
offer only a plain smooth surface, through which the reverse 
of the medal exhibits itself — a sign, perhaps, that the 
wearing such jewelled portraitoes was intended as a com- 
pliment to the reigning prince, or at least to the imperial 
throne, as a mark of loyalty and devotedness. 

The late M. Steinbiichel, in his observations on certain 
Roman gold medallions in the imperial cabinet at Vienna , 2 
many of them of extraordinary size and elaborateness of 
workmanship, of the highest rarity, and in the finest pre- 
servation, says — 

u En examinant ces medallions, on peut observer qu’ils 
ne sont en partie que des medailles d'or de la grandeur ordi ~ 
naire , qui excedent les dimensions communes qu*a Vaide d'en- 
chassures dont dies sont ornees [the jewelled coin found at 
Baeton agrees precisely with this description], et que meme 
les autres medaillons d’un coin effeetivement plus grand 
ont presque tous une semblable enehassure. II est evident 
que tons ces medaillons etaient destines ci etre suspendus , les 
anneaux, qui sont plus forts a mesure que l«s medaillons 
sont plus pesants, demontrent que tout etait calcule, meme 
Teffet d’un frottement continue!.” 

These medals represent the heads of the emperors Ha- 
drian, Antoninus Pius, M. Aurelius, Caraealla, Carus and 
Carinas, Maximianus Hercules, Constantine the Great, 
Constantius the younger, Valens, Valentinian the younger, 
and Gratian. Adding to these the pieces preserved in 


2 Notice sur les Medaillons Romains en Or, trouves en Hon- 
grie, dans les ann6es 1797 and 1805, par Ant. Steinbiichel, Di- 
reeteur du Musee, I R. etc., etc. 
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other museums, and published by different authors, an 
almost unbroken series of gold medallions is formed, even 
to nearly the end of the empire — “ avec cette particularity 
(adds M. Steinbiichel), que plus Pempire Romain allait en 
decadence, plus ces medaillons grandissaient, de manure 
qu’il parait qu’on en recherchait toujours plus le merite 
a raison de leur poids ” 

The rings, or loops, attached to most of these coin- 
lockets, and the hooks fixed at the backs of others, clearly 
shew that they were designed to be suspended from the 
neck, or to be fastened to the dress, as decorations of 
honour. In their original destination, those legends and 
types were in preference chosen, which related to specific 
records of great victories, or to solemn vows for the health 
of the emperor, or to the election of one of the Caesars to 
the consulate. Afterwards, and especially when the em- 
pire, bereft of its glories, sunken low in degradation, and 
tottering to its fall, had few if any events but those of dis- 
aster to commemorate, little or no discrimination was ob- 
served in the choice of types and legends for bordered 
coins, provided they were gold, and bore “ the image and 
superscription” of the reigning prince, or of some other im- 
perial personage. But the ancient custom probably con- 
tinued to be kept up, in conformity to which they were 
made to serve as presents from the emperor to his friends 
and courtiers ; or (what was of infinitely more pressing im- 
portance, when invasions of barbarians became more and 
more overwhelming) to be distributed, in all sizes, but 
almost always with looped mountings, either as military re- 
wards (dona militaria ), wherewith to honour those imperial 
officers and soldiers who had distinguished themselves by 
their valour and fidelity ; or as splendid, and in some cases 
very costly, gratifications, by means of which it was vainly 
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sought to buy off or conciliate the kings and other chiefs 
of the dreaded northmen. 

And now, with regard to the coin itself : this is of the or- 
dinary module of the aureus , and quite equal, in point of 
fabric, to most of the gold money minted under the reigns 
of much earlier Byzantine emperors than Mauricius. On 
the obverse both legend and type are perfect. The letters, 
though rudely fashioned and differing in size from each 
other, are distinctly marked. On the reverse, the type and 
also the inscription are in some places worn, in others 
effaced. On the whole its state of preservation is good — 
indeed surprisingly so, if there be valid reasons for suppos- 
ing that it has been subjected for ages to the abrasive 
action of the waters and sands of the sea. 

As will be perceived, on inspection of the accompanying 
plate, the coin has for the legend of its obverse DNGOAV. 
.CUPPA VC; and for type, the head of the emperor, with 
diadem, the breast being covered with the jjaludamentum . 
For legend of revei*se it bears VICTO[RIA] AVCCV ( Au - 
gustorum ), between is CONOB inscribed backwards. 3 The 
type is a globe with a cross upon it. In the field, on the 
right of the cross, M, on the left A. The double C ? meant 
of course for G G, doubtless refers to Theodosius, son of 
Mauricius, declared Augustus by his father, a. d. 590. The 
other constituents of the reverse need no comment. But the 
legend of the obverse presents, in the way of a satisfactory 
interpretation, difficulties which I do not pretend to have 


3 Besides this reversal, another rather unusual feature will be 
noticed, viz. that instead of being divided from the type by an 
exergue, the letters CONOB are separated from VICTORIA on 
one side and AVCCV on the other by two short double lines, 
slanting towards each other, thus: " CONOB 
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succeeded in removing — yet I shall venture, as briefly as 
possible, to submit what has occurred to me in the attempt 
to unravel this little numismatic mystery ; appealing, as I 
do, in a Horatian spirit, to the indulgent candour of many 
among the members of your learned body, whose superior 
competency for such a task will, I trust, be equalled by 
their readiness to impart correct information, on points 
whereon I am conscious of my own deficiencies ,* but at the 
same time no less freely inviting them to participate in the 
use of whatever suggestions of mine may be found at all 
entitled to their consideration. 

We see on the obverse of this coin DNOOAV followed by 
a dot) then there is a space nearly filled up by the top 
of the diademed head; next appears another dot f or 
round point, close after which come the letters CRPPAVC 
(see the accompanying plate). The C, supposing it to have 
been meant for one, looks like a semi-oval lump, with an 
indent in its centre, so uneouthly is it formed. The mark 
after the first V, and that before the first C, are perfect dots, 
bold, clear, well-defined, and in high relief. Are they to 
be regarded as punctuations? I confess that I am not in- 
clined to adopt such an opinion. If these dots were 
intended for divisional marks, why should not similar ones 
appear between DINT, and between PP and AVG ? or how 
does it happen that a point should, as in this case, be placed 
before a letter ? But, in fact, how very seldom it is that, on 
the finest and largest medals, even of the earlier Caesars, 
still less frequently, if ever, on imperial coins of the lower 
ages, one sees points employed between either words 
or initial letters. That such resemblances to stops, as 
those which are so conspicuous on the Bacton Mauritius, 
are to be set down as mere imperfections in the striking, is 
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a supposition to which their raised and decided appearance 
opposes itself as an objection scarcely to be surmounted. 
And far is it beyond the reach of my experience to account 
for these phenomena , unless they also may with propriety be 
numbered among the manifold, gross, and eccentric errors 
perpetrated by ancient die-sinkers, especially those who 
exercised their much-abused vocation under the Byzantine 
dynasties. 

To shew the way in which this u blundering” propensity 
was suffered to run riot through the products of the later 
imperial mints, it may, from almost innumerable instances 
of a similar kind, be cited, that PPAVG is sometimes by 
transposition made PPVAG? at other times, by omission of 
a letter, it stands PPVG. So much for titular abbrevia- 
tions ,* and as for the liberties taken with names of person- 
ages, we find that of this very same Mauricius, disguised 
under the following varieties, viz. MARICI — MAItAI — 
MAKk, etc. (see Banduri.) Nor indeed must we wonder 
at anything that betrays either slovenly carelessness or 
barbarous ignorance in the mistakes of moneyers, during 
the wretchedly degenerate age to which reference is here 
made. 

It has been suggested that the two dots in question are 
letters R and I, which failed in striking, and that, supplying 
those letters, the legend should be read DN 00 A RIC PP AVC. 
But such a mode of interpretation I consider wholly un- 
tenable ; in the first place, because it does not explain the 
CR, and, in the next place, because the minutest scrutiny 
results in proving that what appear as small dots, resem- 
bling stops, are too perfect, too fully brought out, to be 
regarded as anything else. On the other hand, I sub- 
mit chat no interpretation, capable of bearing the test of 
comparison with numismatic facts, can, on the hypothesis 
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of their being initials , be given to the letters CR , 4 as they 
stand together on the obverse of the specimen before us. 

Banduri, Eckhel, Mionnet, and Akerman furnish, in 
their respective lists of inscriptions, copied from the aurei 
of Mauricius, the following, among many other varieties, 
viz : — 

DN COAV 

GOAVRIC TIBGR PP AVC 
CWAVRt Tlbeil PP AVG 

And Mr. Akerman’s kindness enables me to add 
QOAYRICI TB PPA, a curious form of the legend given 
by M. De Saulcy, from a gold coin of the same emperor, 
in the Soleicol cabinet. 


4 That these letters, occurring, as they do in the present in- 
stance, on an imperial coin of the sixth century, are to be looked 
upon as initials, is a conjecture which will not, I apprehend, meet 
with any support from good authorities. C R is allowed to mean 
Colonia Romana , And Hardouin affirms the same collocation 
of those two letters to signify Claritas Reipublicce . But there 
are no examples in which that legend is written otherwise than 
at full length, as is seen on coins of Constanfcius junior, and of 
Constans, and even on them, not as part of the inscription of the 
head, but (like Salus Reipublicce , or Spes Reipublicce , or Securi- 
tas Reipublicce ), as the exclusive legend of the reveise. Besides 
which, all allusion to the Res Publica on imperial coins, seems to 
have ceased after the reign of Romulus Augustus, a.d. 476. 
Then, as to whether the C before the R denotes Ccesar ? I be- 
lieve the letter C will not be found employed for any such 
designation, either by itself, or conjoined with any other initial, 
on medals of the imperial series subsequent to Jovian and Valen- 
tinian (a.d, 363 and 364). Prior to the reigns of the two last 
named emperors, the initials N C (Nobilissimus Ccesar ) are of 
constant recurrence, as is well known, on coins of the western 
empire, and may be traced back as far as Numerianus (a.d. 282), 
perhaps further still. The C, however, in all such cases, is 
immediately preceded by N. But even if it be admitted, that 
here C means Caesar, how is its next door neighbour, R, to be 
interpreted? To me, it appears evident that C R are not 
initials , 
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Here we have some remarkable examples of that inter- 
mixture of Greek with Roman alphabetical characters, 
in the same legend, which, about the end of the sixth 
century, began to be adopted on money of the Eastern 
empire, and which gradually resulted in the almost entire 
exclusion of Latin letters from the legends and in- 
scriptions of coins struck under the Byzantine princes. 

In the medal found at Bacton, not only have we to 
deal with those two little stumbling-blocks of dots already 
spoken of, but there is also a more material circumstance 
to encounter’, viz., that the upper part of the head and 
diadem of the portrait occupies too much of the space 
between G0AV. and .CR to leave room enough for additional 
letters. Were it not for this two-fold impediment, and the 
last named in particular, a solution of the difficulty might 
not unsatisfactorily be found in the supposition, that the 
letter which precedes the R was meant for a Greek epsilon , 
instead of a Roman C ; and that, consequently, the reading 
should be thus : — 

DN CD A V [TIb]6R PP A VC 
Dominus Noster Mauricius Tiberius Perpetuus Augustus . 

There is, however, among the numerous gold coins of 
this emperor, described by Banduri (Impp. Rom. vol. ii. 
pp. 664 et seq .), one that agrees in both types, and (on the 
portrait side) letter for letter , with the obverse legend on the 
coin of the Bacton jewel, but in which, unlike that coin, 
there are no dots inserted. It is as follows ; — 

“ Obv. — BN CDAV CRPPAVC (sic). Caput Mauricii, cum 
coronal ex margaritis, ad pectus cum paludamentum. 

« R. — VICTORIA AVCCV (sic), circa coronam lauream, in 
cujus medio globus, supra quern crux: a dextris M, a 
sinistris A : in irml parte CONOB . ” 

TOL. IX. V 
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According to Eckhel’s catalogue, the imperial cabinet 
at Vienna contains a gold Maurieius, bearing for legend 
of the head DN CDAVRC Tib PPA. Here then we find 
the R placed before the C, a position which assimilates that 
part of the legend more closely with MAVRIC, and with 
MAVRICI, the most frequent modes of styling Maurieius 
on his coins. Now, being of opinion that the letters C1DAV; 
though on the Bacton medal widely apart from the letters 
CR> yet form with them only one abbreviated word, and 
also that the last two are transposed by a mistake of the 
monetarius , I come therefore to the conclusion, that the 
legend in question is, with the greater probability of cor- 
rectness, to be read, notwithstanding the two dots — 

DN GQAV. .OR PP AVC 5 
Dominus Nosier Maurieius Perpetuus Augustus. 

And now, it is high time that I should leave, as best 
becomes me, the decision upon readings and interpre- 
tations, under present discussion, to those who are so much 
better qualified, in all respects, than myself, to distinguish 
and point out the true from the erroneous. I cannot, how- 
ever, conclude a task, undertaken with diffidence and un- 
satisfactorily performed, without stating that the primary 
motive for the attempt was a desire to testify my appreci- 


5 Froelich, in his 4th Tentamen, observes, u PPA vel PPAVC, 
Perpetuus Augustus, vel Pius Perpetuus Augustus, inferioribus 
seculis legenda esse, historicorum et veterum inscriptionum esse 
convenit.” As Perpetuus Augustus , the interpretation is fully 
certified by a bronze medallion of Maurieius, inscribed DN 
MAVRICI PERP. AVG. The epithet Perpetuus seems to have 
been prefixed to the title of Augustus, for the first time, in the 
mint ofConstans I. (a.d. 337), and successively appears on coins 
of Constantius IL, Julian II., Jovian, Valens, Avitus, Zeno, 
Nepos, etc. 
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ative respect for a Society to which, from its first foundation, 
I have had the unmerited honour to belong. My next 
principal inducement has been, that 1 might establish for 
myself some ground of pretension for tendering, as I do 
with great pleasure, to the acceptance of the President 
and Council, Mr. Fairholt’s plate (finely engraved after 
his own accurate design) representing one of the rarest 
and most valuable antiques, in its peculiar class, lately 
rescued from oblivion, under circumstances scarcely less 
extraordinary than fortunate, and now, through the me- 
dium of private liberality, placed in permanent safe- 
keeping, with facility of access, amongst the treasures of 
our greatest public museum. Truly glad shall I be, if 
“my weak words,” on the descriptive points, may, by 
drawing attention to the ornamental features of so re- 
markable a curiosity, prove the means of eliciting from 
others of our Society (whom I could name as practically 
conversant with such interesting objects of archaeological 
research) some illustrative remarks on the characteristics of 
Roman, and of Byzantine jewellery, in comparison with 
that of Saxon, or of Danish workmanship — those remarks 
having especial reference to the custom of enchasing gold 
coins and medallions for purposes of personal adornment, 
and of honorary distinction. 

I remain, with unfeigned esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Most faithfully yours, 

Seth William Stevenson, F.S.A. 

To the Secretaries of the Numismatic Society. 


P.S. — I am informed, that the Numismatic authorities 
of the British Museum consider the little treasure-trove 
of ancient art, which forms the subject of the foregoing 
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observations, to be an Anglo-Saxon ornament, and the coin 
in its centre to be a cast , made from a gold coin of the 
Emperor Maurice. 

Against any portion of the judgment thus pronounced, 
it would be presumptuous to set up my opinion. I noted 
on some parts of the coin a voundness of angle, in other 
words, a deficiency of sharpness in the relievo of the types, 
and in the edges of the letters. But this, as numismatists 
well know, is an appearance equally perceptible on not a 
few pieces of whose antiquity and genuineness no doubts 
are entertained ; whilst there are other parts of the medal, 
which seemed to me as forcibly brought out as the process 
of striking could possibly have effected. My own sus- 
picions, therefore, were unawakened. But if it be a cast , 
then my humble impression, influenced by authentic ac- 
counts of recent discoveries made both in this country, 
and iu France , 6 would lead me to look upon it, as one, for 
the guilt of forging which the monetal officers of some 
more or less distant successor of Maurieius Tiberius, most 
probably in some state emergency, made themselves 
answerable. At any rate, it is much too good a cast, I 
think, to have been produced from such a mould as any 
artificer of the northern nations, during the middle ages, 
possessed enough of the falsarins's cleverness to construct 
and apply to the coinage of money. Then, as to the 
setting of this medal, I see the form and pattern of its 
loop, together with its exhibition of the reverse, as well as 
the portrait side, so exactly like the small gold coins from 
Hadrian and the Antonines to Caracalla and Alexander 
Severus downwards to Valens, converted by their circular 


$ See " Observations on Roman Coin Moulds” in the Numis- 
matic Chronicle , Vol. I. p. 147, ct seq., by the Rev. J. B. Reade, 
M.A. 
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frames of the same precious metal into a sort of medallion 
(specimens of which are engraved in the Catalogue d^Ennery^ 
and in Steinbuchel’s dissertation on the Hungarian 
trouvailles ), and noting this, I am, with all deference, still 
disposed to regard the aureus in question as owing its 
encircling garniture to imperial Byzantine (or to Italian) 
taste and skill, such as it then was ; in other words, to the 
men of the east, or of the west, rather than to the men of 
the north. And certainly, whether cast in a mould or 
struck from a die, the coin itself, with respect both to its 
types and legends, appeared to me of a very different and 
altogether superior style and fabric, to those barbarous 
imitations of the gold mintages of Greek emperors, which 
are ascribed to the Anglo-Saxons, and to the Danes. 


XL 


UNEDITED AUTONOMOUS AND IMPERIAL GREEK 

COINS. 

Ninth Notice. 1 * 

By H. P. Borrell, Esq. 

[Read before the Numismatic Society, Nov. 26th, 1846.] 

CARIA. 

ALABANDA, 

No. 1. — Laureated head of Apollo, to the right. 

R. — AAABANAECON. Tripod; the whole in a laurel wreath. 

AR. 6. (My possession.) 

514 The publication of this notice has been delayed till now, on 
account of the first copy having miscarried on its way from 
Smyrna to England, a circumstance which the writer regrets, as 
some few of the coins have been published in the interval by 
others. The writer, moreover, has to regret the loss of several 
drawings of some of the most interesting coins, which accom- 
panied the original paper, a loss which in some cases is irre- 
parable. — Smyrna, Dec. 1846. 



144 


NUMISMATIC CHRONICLE. 


This is the only instance known of a deviation from the 
usual reverse of the Pegasus on the silver currency of 
Alabanda. 


ALINDA. 

No. 1. — Youthful head, laureate. 

R. — AAINA. Pegasus flying, to the right. M. 3. 

(Brit Mus. from my col.) 

2. — Head of Hercules, to the right. 

R. — AAINAEQN. Quiver, the whole within a wreath of oak 
leaves. M. 3. (Same col., from same.) 

3. — Same head. 

R. — AAINAE&N. Club. IE. 1. (My cabinet.) 

The Pegasus occurs on a unique coin in silver, in the 
cabinet of M. Grivaud de la Vincelle, cited by Mionnet , 1 but 
is new on the copper money. The other two are varieties ; 
the last, only as regards its size. 

Ada, queen of Caria, and widow of Plidrieus, whose 
dominions were usurped by Pixodarus, was residing at 
Alinda, when Alexander the Great was besieging 
Halicarnassus. She surrendered her rights to the conqueror, 
who, after the defeat of the Carian king, generously re- 
stored to her the government of the country. 

AMYZA. 

No. 1. — Laureated head of Apollo, to the right. 

R. — AMYZGON. Female head, surrounded with long tresses 
of hair, to the right. IE. 4. (Brit Mus . from my 
cabinet.) 

2. — Head of Diana, the quiver over her shoulder, to the 
right. 

R.— AMYzcONEON. Torch . IE. 3. (Same cabinet , from 

samel) 


1 Supp. vi. p. 443, No. 44. 
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These, I believe, are the first coins that have yet been 
published of Amyza. Apollo and Diana are the deities 
represented upon them ; but I am at a loss to determine 
to whom the female head on the reverse of No. 1, can 
be attributed. The flat nose, thick lips, and general form of 
the features, seem to indicate a negress. There is a re- 
markable variety in the orthography of the legends on the 
two coins. On the most ancient, No. 2, the name of the 
people is written AMYceONE&N, which agrees with the 
orthography used in an inscription found in the ruins of 
the city, copied by Mr. Hamilton ; 2 on the other is 
AMYZSilN ; this, however, is not unfrequent on Greek coins: 
we find ATTAAE&N and ATTAAEAT1ZN on coins of Attalia, 
in Pamphylia ; and TOMIT&N and TOMITHN^N on others 
of Tomi in Moesia. 3 

Ptolemy, 4 Pliny, 5 and Strabo, 6 mention Amyza as an 
unimportant town of Caria. Col. Leake 7 says, “it was 
situated on the East side of Mount Latinos,” and remarks, 
that the ruins of the citadel and town walls still exist. 

ANTIOCHIA. 

No. 1. — Laureated head of Apollo, to the right. 

ft.' — ANTIOXE. MEAE. An ox lying down ; beneath, are re- 
presented the windings of the Meander ; the whole 
within a laurel wreath. AR. 4. grs. 60|. 

( Brit . Mus. from my cabinet) 

2. — Same head, to the left. 

ft. — ANTIOXEliN. XPYSOrONOT. Pegasus flying to the 
right. AR. 8. (My cabinet.) 


2 Leake's Journal of a Tour in Asia Minor, p. 238. 

3 Cf. Le Bond, Observations sur quelques Medailles du Cabinet 
de Pellerin, p. 34. 

4 Lib. v. cap. 2. 5 Lib. v. cap. 29. 

6 Lib. xiv. p. 658. 7 Loc. cit. p.237. 
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This Antiochia was named “ad 'Mceandrum ,” to dis- 
tinguish it from several other cities of the same name, 
founded by the Syro-Macedonian kings. It owed its 
origin and its name to Anfciochus, son of Seleucus Nicator. 
Some authors are of opinion, it pre-existed under the name 
of Pythopolis ; 8 but others assert it to have been a new city, 
peopled by the inhabitants of two older towns, Seminethos 
and Cranaos. 9 

Pellerin is of opinion, 10 that the coins similar to my 
•No. 2, were struck at Alabanda. Any one who compares 
them with those coins, in every respect the same as 
regards type and fabric, the only difference being the 
legend AAABANAE&N instead of ANTIOXE&N, must admit 
Pellerin’s hypothesis to be highly probable. I, for one, 
am disposed to believe he is correct ; more particularly as 
we learn from Stephanus that the Alabandians did change 
the name of their city for a short time, and adopted that 
of Antiochia, doubtless in deference to the son of Seleucus, 
the same who founded Antiochia, as alluded to above. 
But a stronger proof of the identity of the coins reading 
indifferently Antiochia and Alabanda , is, that all the three, 
and the only three, magistrates’ names that figure on the 
tetradrachms, assigned by Mionnet to Antiochia, 11 and in 
fact, reading Antiochia , are found also upon the coins of 
Alabanda: these three names are TIM0KAH2, MENEKAHS, 
and MENET0EYS. 12 

If, then, Pellerin’s opinion should ultimately prevail, my 
coin No, 1 will become important, as it will remain the 
only silver coin which positively belongs to Antiochia 
ad Mseandrum. 

8 Steph. Byz. Am%ia. 9 Pliny, Hist. Nat. lib. v. cap. 29* 

10 Melange, tom. i. p. 139. 

11 Tom.iii. p. 313, Nos. 5:3, 54, and 55. ^ Tom. iii. p. 305. 
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APOLLONIA. 

No. 1. — AHMOC. Youthful male head, to the right. 

R. — AnOAA£2NlATON. Bacchus standing, in his right 
hand a bunch of grapes, and in his left, the thyrsus. 
M. 5. (My cabinet.) 

It is not always easy to class, with any degree of certainty, 
coins bearing the name of Apollonia ; the style of work of 
the above sufficiently declares its Carian origin. 

BARGASA. 

Combe, in his catalogue of the Hunterian Museum, 
ascribes a coin to this city as follows: 

“ No, i, AIIMOC Caput imberbe vitta redimitum 

add. 

R.— EIII. ATP. ZHN&NOC. BAP. Jupiter stans ad s. d.aqui- 
lam s. hastem. IB. 8|. Tab. XTL.fig. 29.” 

See also Mionnet, tom. iii. p. 333, No. 177. In his Supple- 
ment, tom. vi. p. 475, Mionnet withdraws it from Bargasa 
and places it to Maeonia in Lydia. He says in a note, 
“ Nous avons rapporte d’apres Combe une medaille de 
bronze de Mus6e de Hunter, dont la legende a ete ma- 
lue, l’attribution donnee a cette medaille est fausse : elle 
appartient a Maeonia de Lydie.” He consequently places 
it to Maeonia in his tom. iv. p. 64, No. 329; and he reads 
the legend on the obverse AHMOC MAIOM2N. 13 Both ver- 
sions, however, are incorrect : the coin belongs neither to 
Bargasa nor to Maeonia, but to Aezanis in Phrygia, as is 
proved by the following coin, which is now before me in 
the finest possible preservation. 


13 Cf. Sestini, Descriz. p. 451. 


VOL. ix. 


X 
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No. 1. — AHMOC. AIZAN6T&N. Youthful head to the right. 

R. — EIIL ATP. ZHN&NOC. B. AP. Jupiter standing as 
above. 

It is evident Combe’s coin was badly preserved, Mionnet’s 
probably not much better ; the former did not remark the 
separation between the letters B. AP. which he presumed 
referred to the name of Bargasa, instead of their real 
meaning of second Archon (B. Apxovros). 

CALYNDA. 

No. 1, — Head of Diana to the right, bow and quiver over her 
shoulder. 

R. — KAAY. Stag, standing, to the right. AS. 2. ( British 
Museum^ from my cabinet .) 

2. — Same head. 

R. — KAAYN. Fore part of a stag to the right. 7E. 2. (Same 
cabinet, from same*) 

A single bronze coin is all that was previously known of 
this city, published by Sestini 11 and Mionnet , 15 from the 
collection of Mr. Elliot, which exhibits types entirely dif- 
ferent from these two of mine. 

Calynda must have been situated upon the borders of 
Caria and of Lycia, as some ancient authors assign its 
position in one, and some in the other of those provinces . 16 
The coins partake more of the Lycian than the Carian 
character, both as regards fabric and the religious emblems 
they bear. All the symbols on the two coins above cited 


14 Classes Gener. Edit. ii. p. 87. 

15 8upp. tom. vi. p.478, No. 204. 

16 Strabo, lib, xiv. p- 651 ; Ptol. lib. v. cap. 3 ; Pliny, lib. v. 
cap. 27 ; Steph. Byz, liaXvvcu* 
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refer to Diana: she and Apollo being the principal Lyeian 
deities. Herodotus 17 mentions a king of Calynda who 
was sunk in his galley by the celebrated Artemisia at the 
battle of Salamis. 


CAUNUS 

No. 1. — Bull, butting, to the right. 

R. — KAY. Sphinx, sitting, to the right. M. 3. (British 

Museum , and my cabinet .) 

2. — Bull as last; above, a wreath. 

R. — As last. M. 2. (My cabinet.) 

S. — Fore part of a bull to the right. 

R. — As last. M. 2. (My cabinet .) 

Similar coins to the above were first published by 
M. Streber , 18 who assigns them to an unedited numismatic 
city, Canoe in iEolia; but, upon both his specimens, the 
last letter was illegible, as he reads KA instead of KAY. 
There were several cities named Caunus; but I have attri- 
buted my coins to the one in Caria, as these and others 
have been procured of late years from that province, and 
from Lycia, through a Greek merchant captain, who con- 
stantly traded between the island of Rhodes and the main 
coast opposite. 

Caunus was a dependency of Rhodes , 19 and the birth- 
place of the celebrated painter Protogenus. 

The learned numismatist, M. Streber, compared these 
coins with those of Gergitha, in Troas, on which is the 
Sphynx, but that fabulous animal is also frequently seen 


17 Lib. viii. cap. 87. 

18 Numismata nonnulla Greeca, ex Mu*. Reg. Bav. p. 200, 

tab. in. figs. 6* ct 7. u> Pliny, lib. v. cap. 3. 
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on the money of Prenessus, in Caria, and of Perga, in 
Pamphylia. 20 


ERIZA. 

No. 1. — 6P. Bipennis, 

R. — Trident. M. 1J. {British Museum, from my cabinet)* 

Eriza was situated in Caria, on the river Chaos. It was 
taken by assault by Manlius during the war with the 
Gallo-Greeci 21 Pellerin 22 has published the only coin pre- 
viously supposed to belong to this city; but his attribution 
is justly doubted by numismatists. Judging from his en- 
graving the legend appears imperfect ; his principal motive 
for classing it to Eriza was the word KAOC on the obverse, 
which he imagined referred to the name of the river 
Chaos. 23 

My coin was brought from Nazlee, the ancient Nysa in 
Caria; the fabric is essentially Carian, as is the type of the 
Bipennis, which is a symbol of the worship of Jupiter Labran- 
drnus, seen upon the majority of the money of this pro- 
vince. 


EURAL1UM. 24 

Mionnet, in his Supp. vi. p. 489, No. 262, cites, for the 
first time, a unique coin of Euralium, and quotes M. de 
Cadalvene as the possessor. This is an error: it was, and 


20 See Sestini, Lett. Num. Cent. t. vii. p. 81, Nos. 1,4 ; Mionnet, 
Supp. tom. vi. p. 534, Nos. 473, 474, in Prenessus ; and Mionnet, 
tom. iii. p. 460, No. 75, in Perga. 

21 Livius, lib. xxxviii. cap. 14. 

22 Rec. tom. ii. page 123, tab. lxvi. fig. 27 ; Mionnet, tom. iii. 
p. 345, No. 248. 

23 Cf. Eekhel, D. N. V. tom. ii. p. 581. 

24 The same as the Euranlum of Pliny. 
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still is, in the rich collection of M. Garreri, of Smyrna. I 
take this opportunity to say that Mionnet has given a 
wrong description of this rare coin : the figure on the 
reverse is not Hercules Bibax. As the coin is now before 
me, the following inscription may be depended upon : — 

No. 1. — AY. K. M. A. ANT&N6IN0C. C. Laureated head of 
Caracalla, to tlie right, paludum. 

R.— GYPAAGON. Bacchus standing to the left, wearing the 
Pallium, the cantharus in his right hand, and the thyrsus 
in his left. AE. 4. 


EUROMUS. 

No. 1. — Jupiter Labrandseus, standing front face; the Bipennis in 
his right hand, and the hasta in his left. 

R. — EYP£1ME£2N. IIOAE. Stag standing. JE. 4 

{My cabinet) 

This is an unedited variety of a coin of Euromus, a 
Carian city of small importance. 

EVIPPE. 

No. 1. — Profile of Diana, to the right; bow and quiver over 
her shoulder, counter-marked with star. 

R . — E YIIIIIEQN AECCT. Bowcase. JE. 2. ( British Mus . 
from my cabinet.) 

2. — Same head. 

R. — EYIIHIE&. Pegasus, dying to the right. JE. 4. 

( Private collection.) 

The coins of this city are of excessive rarity : only two, 
and those imperial, are published; no autonomous coins 
were previously known. Another coin of this type is in 
the collection of Mr. Sams. 

Evippe is denominated, by Stephanus, a village of Caria : 
it is the same as the Evhippe of Pliny . 25 


25 Lib. v. cap. 29. 
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HALICARNASSUS. 

No. 1 , — Fore part of a Pegasus, to the right. 

R. — An animal resembling a panther, sitting to the left, 
his right paw lifted up. AR. 5. grs. I43f. {Bank 
of England, from my cabinet .) 

2. — Fore part of a Pegasus, to the right. 

R. — Two oblong indentures parallel to each other, separated 
by a broad bar. „ AR. 1. grs. 11. {British Mus . 
from my cabinet .) 

3. — Fore part of a Pegasus, to the right. 

R. — AAI. Fore part of a goat to the right, the whole 
within a sunk circle. AR. 1. grs. 9L {Same cabinet , 
from same.) 

4. — Head of Medusa, front face. 

R. — AAIKAPNA22EHN. M02. Head of Pallas helmeted, 
to the right. AR. 4, grs. 64|. {Bank of England , 
and my cabinet.) 

5. — Another similar, but reading AAIKAPNA. MOCXOC, 

AR. 4. grs. 56|. {British Mus. from my cabinet.) 

6. — Laureated head of Apollo, front face. 

R. — AAI. Owl, his wings expanded; in the field, a flower ; 
the whole in a flat sunk square. AR. 3. grs. 53. 

{Same cabinet , from same.) 

7. — Head of Pallas, to the right. 

R. — AAIK. APM. Owl, to the left. AR. 2. grs. 13 

{Same cabinet, from same.) 

8. — Fore part of a Pegasus, to the right. 

R. — AAI. Lyre between two laurel branches. JE. 2. 

(My cabinet.) 

9. — Radiated head of Apollo, to the right. 

R. — AAIKA. ANA. Lyre; below, the letters ME. JE. 4. 

{My cabinet .) 

10. — Head of Medusa, front face. 

R. — AAIK:::. AI0&N. Head of Pallas, to the right. 

AS. 5, {British Mus. from the same.) 
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No. 11. — Bearded head of Jupiter, to the right. 

R. — AAIKAPNASSE&N. Tripod. M. 3. (Same cabinet 
from same.) 

12 — AY. TPAIANOC. AAPIANOC. KAICAP. Laureated 
head of Pladrianus, to the left, 

R.— AAIKAPNACCe^N. Bust of Pallas, to the left. JE. 5. 

(My cabinet.) 

13. — AY, KA. ANTQN6IN0C. Laureated head of Antoni- 

nus Pius, to the right. 

R. — AAIKAPNACC6&N. Male figure standing. M. 4. 

(My cabinet .) 

14. — <t>AYCT6NA C6BAC. Head of the younger Faustina, 

to the right. 

R. — AAIKAPNACC6&N. Figure in a distyle temple, JE, 4. 

(My cabinet .) 

From No. 4 downwards, these coins of Halicarnassus 
offer nothing worthy of special notice; they are merely 
varieties of the numerous series of coins already published 
of this celebrated city. 

In order to justify the appropriation of the first two 
coins at the head of this list, to Halicarnassus, the No. 3, 
on which are inscribed the initial letters aAI, must serve as 
the principal key. The style of fabric, and execution of 
the Pegasus, on all the three coins, is remarkable, and is 
almost sufficient to show the identity of their origin. 

I have frequently had occasion to remark, in the course 
of these notices, that, to an experienced numismatist, the 
province where certain primitive coins were struck, may 
often be decided by the particular form of the indented 
square. The Macedonian, the Ionian, etc., etc., are easily 
distinguishable from each other. The form of the in- 
dentures on my coin No. 2, is peculiar on coins of Dorian 
origin. Similar parallel indentures are observed on the 
most ancient money of Camira and Cnidus, as well as on 
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a unique coin, I shall have occasion to rpention hereafter, 
of Lindus. Now Halicarnassus was one of the cities of 
Dorian Hexapolis ; and admitting, on account of the form 
of the indenture, .the Dorian origin of the coin in- question, 
it cannot be placed with propriety to any other place than 
to Halicarnassus. 


HARPASA. 

No 1. — AHMOC. APnACHN&N. Youthful head of the people, 
to the right. 

R.— EI3I. KANAIAIOY. K.6AC0Y. Minerva standing, a 
javelin in her right hand, and a shield in her left. 
M. 6. (British Mus. from my cabinet .) 

2. — AY.KA. N6P. TPAIANOC. Laureated head of Trajan 
to the right 

R. — APnACHMlN. River god, recumbent. ( British 3£us. 

from my cabinet .) 

I presume the coin No. 1, was struck during the sway of 
the Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius, as the same magis- 
trate s name, Candidas Celsus , occurs on one of his coins in 
Mionnet. 26 * 

The river god on the reverse of No. 2, is the Harpasus, 
a tributary of the Mseander, near to which Harpasa was 
situated. 

HVLLARIMA. 

No. 1.*— Em. T6IMO06OY. APXONTOC. Female head, to the 
right. 

R. — YAAAPIM60N. Pallas standing, a branch of olive in 
her right hand, and spear and shield in her left. M. 4. 

( British Mus., from my cabinet) 

I considered this coin to have been unique, till I saw a 
second, a very imperfect specimen, amongst the unclassed 


26 Suppt. tom. vi. ( p. 502, No. 329. 
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coins of Mr. Millingen, when I was in Paris, in 1831, 
which could not have been decyphered very easily without 
the assistance of my coin. Mr. Millingen has since pub- 
lished his coin; but in consequence of its bad state of 
preservation, he has given an incorrect engraving and de« 
scription of it : his version is as follows : — 

Em. TIMO0EOY. APX0NT02. Female head, to the right. 

Be. — YAAAPIMENE£2N. Minerva, holding in one hand a 
spear and shield, and with the other a bunch of grapes. 
JE. 3. (Millingen, Sylloge of Ancient Unedited Goins of 
Greek Kings and Cities , London, 1837, p. 74, pl.iv. 49.) 

As my coin is in perfect condition, it is certain that the 
name of the city was Hyllarima, and not as Millingen has 
designated it cc Hyllarimene” : the former is more in ac- 
cordance with the orthography of ancient writers who 
mention it. 

The figure on the reverse, is Minerva Pacifera, or 
the peace-hearer; she has the instruments of war in one hand, 
and the olive branch, symbolic of peace, in the other. 
The last attribute was given to Minerva by the intellectual 
and inventive Greeks, indicating that peace and happiness 
are always the result of successful war, when the arts may 
be cultivated without interruption. For this reason, it is 
said, Minerva first planted the olive, a symbol of peace, 
which entitled her to the honor of giving her name to the 
city of Cecrops, in preference to Neptune. 


IASUS. 

No. i. — Profile of Apollo, laureated, to the right. 

ft. — ia. MENE20I . . . . Naked youth upon a dolphin. 
Alt, 4. grs. 77|. {British Museum, from my cabinet.) 

VOL. IX. Y 
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No- 2. — Same head. 

R. — I A. AAM1IITOS. Same type. AR. 4. grs. 82. 

(Bank of England, from my cabinet .) 

3 . — Lyre, within a wreath of laurel. 

R. — IAC60N. Youth upon a dolphin; below, an indis- 
tinct magistrate’s name. iE. 3. ( British Museum , 

from same.) 

Thucydides 27 speaks of Iasus, as a place which had en- 
joyed considerable opulence, before it was pillaged by the 
soldiers of the Peloponnesus. Its situation is marked by 
Polybius , 28 as being on the Carian coast, on a gulf termi- 
nating on one side by the temple of Neptune, in the 
territory of Miletus; and on the other, by the city of 
Myndus. Ancient authors are disagreed, whether Iasus 
was situated on an island, or on the Carian continent ; 
Pliny , 29 Ptolemy , 30 and others, give it the latter ; Strabo 31 
and Stephanus , 32 the former position. 

The silver coins of Iasus were known neither to Eckhel, 
Pellerin, nor Mionnet : the only one published, hitherto, is 
to be found in Sestini , 33 from the royal collection at 
Munich. The types on Sesfcini’s coin are similar to those 
on mine : it only differs by the absence of a magistrate's 
name, and the name of the city being inscribed at full 
length. 

The type on the reverse of the major part of the auto- 
nomous coins of this city, confirm what is related by 
Pollux 34 and Aelian , 35 that the Iasians stamped on their 
money, a youth on a dolphin. The origin of this device is 
variously stated by ancient writers; but Pliny’s account is 

27 Lib. viii. cap. 28. 28 Lib. xvi. 

29 Lib. v. cap. 29. 30 Lib. v. cap. 2. 

31 Lib.xiv. p. 658. 32 Steph. Byz. v, * Lcicradg . 

33 Lett, e Diss. Num. tom. v. p, 45. 

34 Onomast. lib. ix. cap. 6. 35 Nat. Anim. lib. vL cap. 15. 
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the most plausible: he says, “A dolphin by degrees had 
become familiarly attached to a youth of Iasus, so as to 
allow him to mount on his back in the sea. One day, ob- 
serving his friend quit the coast, the dolphin in his eager- 
ness to follow him, leaped from the sea on to the beach, 
and died from his inability to return to his element.” 
Pliny adds, “that the youth was afterwards appointed 
priest of the temple of Neptune, at Babylon, by Alex- 
ander the Great, who fancied the attachment of the 
dolphin denoted his being a favourite of that deity.” 

IDYMA, 

No. 1. — Uncertain head, front face. 

R. — : : :AYMION. A % leaf, the whole in a sunk square. 

AR. 3. grs. 54^. ( British Museum^ from my cabinet.) 

2. — Another rather different. AR. 3. grs. 52. (a Same 

cabinet , from same*) 

3. — Another.- AR. 3. grs. 57 {My collection.) 

There can be no hesitation required for assigning these 
coins to the town in Caria noticed by Stephanus as being 
situated on the river Idymus — “ Idyma urbs Caviae, cujus 
et Idymus fluvius,” — of which no coins have yet been 
published . 36 

It is difficult to determine what deity is represented on 
the obverse side of all these coins. None are sufficiently 
distinct. The reverse exhibits a fig-leaf precisely similar to 
that seen on the coins of Camirus, in Rhodes, which would 
lead to the supposition of some connexion between the two 
places, of which no mention has reached us. At all events, 


36 Another coin of this type, with the legend imperfect, is at- 
tributed, by Payne Knight, to Camirus. Num. Vet. p. 114. B. i. 
— Ed. Num . Chron . 
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it may prove, that Idyma was situated opposite the island 
of Rhodes. On the first two coins in the above list, the 
legends are not perfectly clear ; but upon the third, now 
before me ? every letter is satisfactorily distinct. 

MYNDUS. 

No. 1. — Head of a Bacchante, crowned with ivy, to the right. 

ft.— MYNAI&N. MHNOAO. Thunderbolt. AR. 3. 29g grs. 

{British Museum, from my cabinet <) 

2. — The same with MYNALQN. 2IMMAX. AR. 3. 29 grs. 

(My cabinet .) 

3. — Same head. 

R. — MYNAI&N. m Bunch of grapes. AR. 2. 15g grs. 

(British Museum , and my cabinet.) 

Myndus was a small town with disproportionably large 
gates. Diogenes, the cynic, being there, advised the in- 
habitants to keep them closed, for fear the town should 
escape. 37 

The autonomous coins of Myndus in silver are rare. The 
types on the three described above are new. 

PALEOPOLIS. 

No. 1.— . . CEIL C60YHP0C . . . Laureated head of Septimius 
Sever us, to the right. 

R. — IIAA60II0A6ITON. Jupiter seated, the hasta in his 
left hand ; behind the seat, an eagle. M. 6. (Cabinet 
de M . Fontana , at Trieste.) 

Here is another city of which, I believe, no other numis- 
matic remains have reached us. I was allowed to take a 
note and an impression from this coin by its then proprietor, 
the Chevalier Fontana, at Trieste, in 1832, not long 
previous to the demise of that distinguished numismatist. It 
has remained unedited to this day. 


;,r Diog. Laert. lib. \i. chap. 2. 
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Paleopolis is designated as an inferior bishopric, under 
the metropolitan of Ephesus, in the Notitice Episcopatnum 
Grcecorum ; but, although its position is not laid down, I 
conceive I cannot be far wrong in placing it in the province 
of Caria. 


PRENASSUS VEE PRINASSUS. 

The coin formerly attributed by Mionnet , 38 after Cou- 
sinery, to Perga, and restored by Sestini 39 to Prenassus, or 
Prinassus, in Caria, is the same as that given by Wiczay 
to Anaphlystus, in Attica. Although these coins read 
MANAMA. ITPENA. or I1PENA2, yet I cannot approve of 
their appropriation to Prenassus, as they are brought con- 
stantly and in abundance from the province of Pisidia, with 
coins of Sagalassus, Perga, and Selge. I am of opinion, it 
will be discovered they are more nearly connected with 
Perga than we at present suppose. 

PYRNUS. 

I have good reason also for believing that the attribution 
of the coins in Mionnet 40 and Pellerin , 41 reading IlYP. 
and mTNIION., to Pyrnus, in Caria, is erroneous. Mionnet 
justly remarks that the initial letter is not a n but ah I 
have had a number of these coins, on all of which I read 
TYP, and on a single specimen TYPNAION, but never ob- 
served any with PYPN6&N. Besides, all those which have 


38 Supp. vi. p.534, No. 473, and Supp. vii. p. 44, No. 76. 

30 Lett. Num. Contin. tom, vii. p.Sl. 

40 Tom. iii. p. 375-6, Nos. 424, 425. 

41 Recueil de Med. de Peup. et de Villes, tom. ii. p. 130, tab. 
Ixvii. fig. 50, 
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come under my notice were invariably procured in com- 
pany with coins of Pitane and Pergamus, in Mysia, Cyme, 
and Myrina, in Aeolia. In these districts I can, however, 
find no mention of a town of Gyrnus. If it were permitted 
to transpose a single letter of this legend, and read 
rPTNAI&N instead of PYPNAK2N, we should have the name 
of Gryneum, a town of some note in the Troad, remark- 
able for a temple of Apollo, surnamed Gryneeus. But 
although the position of Gryneum answers perfectly well 
as regards the localities where these coins are found ; and, 
moreover, the head of Apollo on them is found of similar 
work and design upon coins of other cities in the same 
province, and more particularly on the coins of Gergitha ; 42 
yet I am fearful such a liberty would not be admissible : I 
must, therefore, rest contented in having recorded my 
doubt as to their attribution to Pyrnus, and leave to fur- 
ther discoveries their more appropriate and positive classifi- 
cation. 


TABA. 

No. 1. — Head of Pallas, to the right. 

R* — TABHNOON. APTEMCON. Victory, to the right, a laurel 
crown in one hand and a palm branch in the other ; in 
the field, IIA. AR, 3. 26grs, (British Museum^ from 
my cabinet.) 

2 . — Same head. 

R- — TABHNCON. BPAXYAAYAA2. Victor}^ as the preceding ; 
in the field, KAA. AR. 3. grs. (Same cabinet , 
from same). 


42 Compare the head of Apollo, as engraved in Pellerin, with 
the head in Dumersan’s Description des Med. Ant. du Cab. de 
M. Allier de Plauteroche, pi. xii. fig. 10 ; also a coin of Alex- 
andria in Troas, in Pellerin, loc. cit. p.61, tab. liv.,No. 14. 



UNEDITED GREEK COINS. 


161 


No. 3. — Same head. 

R. — TABIINGON. C6A6YK0C. Bacchus standing, to the 
left, leaning against a Cippus, the cantharum in one 
hand and the thyrsus in the other ; in the field, BPA. 
AR. 3. 20 grs. (My cabinet .) 

The letters X1A, in the field of the first coin, allude pro- 
bably to the name of nAIIIOY, which occurs on another 
coin connected with APTEMGdN ; 43 as do the letters BPA 
on No. 3, for BPAXYAAYAOY, to Seleucus , the son of Brachyl- 
lidas , as is seen on a coin published by Haym, 44 formerly in 
the Duke of Devonshire’s Collection, now in the British 
Museum. 


TRAPEZOPOLIS. 

No. 1. — 2EBA2T02. Laureated head of Augustus, in front lituus. 

R.— TPAnEZOnOAErmN. AIIOAAOAOTOS. Naked figure 
of Apollo, standing, a laurel branch in his left hand ; 

in front X, behind M\ iE. 4. (British Museum , and 
my cabinet .) 

2. — OYESIT ASIAN 02. SEBASTOS. Laureated head of 

Vespasianus, to the right. 

ft.— : : : : : : OPONTHS. TPAIIE. Cybele, standing, front 
face, each hand on the head of a lion, sitting on either 
side of her. JE. 5. (My cabinet . ) 

3. — IOYAIA. AOMNA. C6BACT. Head of Julia Domna, 

to the right. 

R.— era. AP. T. AAPACTOY. K6Z6. TPAlIGZOnOAIT: : : 
Cybele sitting, the hasta in her left hand, a lion at her 
feet; in the exergue, 060 A (retrograde). iE.8. 

(British Museum , from my cabinet.) 

The types on the reverses of these three coins of the 
Carian Trapezopolis exhibit unedited varieties. Of Vespa- 
sian none have been previously noted. 


43 See Mionnet, Supp. tom. vi. p. 543, No. 508. 

44 Tom. ii. p. 189, and Mionnet, loc. cit. No. 509. 
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TRIPOLIS. 

No. 1. — &AYCT6INA. CEBACTH. Head of the younger 
Faustina, to the right. 

ft. — TPinOASITON. MAIANAPOS. The .Maeander re- 
cumbent. JE. 8. (My cabinet.) 

Faustina is a new head on the coins of Tripolis. The 
Maeander, on the borders of which the city was situated, 
occurs on the reverses of many of its coins, both autonomous 
and imperial. 


KING OF CARIA. 

PIXODARUS. 

No. 1. — Laureated head of Apollo with long flowing hair, to the 
right. 

R. — m&aAAPO. Jupiter Labrandaeus, standing, clad with 
the pallium, the Bipennis in his right hand, and the 
hasta in his left. AV. 3. 64-^ grs. (Bank of Eng- 
land, from my cabinet.) 

No gold coins of any of the sovereigns of Caria preced- 
ing Pixodarus, have yet been discovered. Of this last king, 
one was first published by Pellerin ; 45 but it appears to be 
the hemidrachm, while this of mine, by its weight, corre- 
sponds to the drachma. The beautiful execution of this 
unique coin merits the highest praise, and, as its preserva- 
tion is equally perfect, renders it one of the most interest- 
ing objects of art amongst the regal Greek series. 

The silver coins of the Carian kings, excepting only 


45 Supp. tom.iv. p. 113, 
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those of Hecatomnus, exhibit on the obverse side the head 
of Apollo, front face, whilst Pellerin’s and my gold coin 
offer the same head in profile. On the reverse, Jupiter 
Labrandaeus is the only type, repeated on the whole series 
without exception. A celebrated temple, with a statue of 
Jupiter Labrandaeus, existed at a place called Labranda, 
near Mylassa, and his worship was disseminated throughout 
the province. For an account of the origin of the worship of 
this Jupiter, cf. Plutarch, Qucest. Grcec . ; Aelian, de Natur . 
Animal . lib. xii. cap. 30; Berkel. ad Steph. Byz. in Ad - - 
fipavSct; Spanheim, Diss. vii. p. 517. 

At the demise of Idrieus, Pixodarus usurped the Carian 
throne, to the prejudice of Ada, the widow of the deceased 
king. He maintained his power till the arrival of Alex- 
ander the Great in Caria. Ada succeeded in obtaining the 
sympathy of the young conqueror; and when Halicarnassus 
was taken she was restored to her rights. Pixodarus is sup- 
posed to have died about the 418th year of Rome, or b.c. 
336 years. 


ASTYPALiEA, INSULA. 

No. 1, — Head of Medusa, front face. 

R. — ASTY. Harpa. M.2. 1 gr. 

2. — Head of Perseus, with winged helmet, to the right. 

R. — AS. Harpa . M. 2. 

3. — The same, but with A2TYIIA. AS. 2. 

4 . — Head of Pallas, to the right. 

R. — AST. Prow of a galley. M. 2. 

The beauty and fertility of Astypalaea obtained for it the 
epithet of Oecov rpArrefa the table of the gods . 46 It was 

46 Steph. Byz. in ’ AerTvndXcua. 
z 
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situated in the Carian sea, between Rhodes and Crete. It 
derived its name from the mother of Ancaeus, and was 
colonised by one of the earliest emigrations from Me- 
gara . 47 

Autonomous coins of Astypalaea were unknown to numis- 
matists till M, de Cadalvene took a few to Paris, on his return 
from the Levant, and ceded them to the National Museum ; 48 
compared with these my four coins offer trifling varieties. 

I have ascertained, beyond doubt, that all these coins 
were found in the island of Astypalaea. This is important 
as there was another city of Astypalaea in the island of Cos. 
For although Diodorus informs us that this last was 
destroyed by an earthquake, and the inhabitants removed 
to Cos, yet it does not appear to have been entirely aban- 
doned; for we find in Arrian the name of one of Alexander’s 
naval commanders, Onesieritus of Astypalaea, in the island 
of Cos, who held joint command in the famous expedition 
of Nearchus. 

The numismatist will observe the great analogy between 
the symbols on these coins of Astypalaea, and those of 
Seriphus and Gyarus alluded to in these notices; but I have 
nothing to offer in explanation. 

CALYMNA, INSULA. 

No. 1. — Youthful male head, helmeted, to the right. 

R. — KAAY. Lyre. AR. *2. 23 grs. (Mg cabinet.) 

This coin differs from others already published by its 
size and weight, which indicates it to be the quarter part of 
the larger coin. 


47 Scymnus, v. 549, 550. 

48 See Mionnet, Supp. vi. p. 563. I am inclined to believe that 
Mionnet’s No. 4 is rather of Astyra in Rhodes. 
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A very few years ago, the coins of Calymna were un- 
known. No numismatic writer had mentioned them previous 
to the publication of Mionnet’s valuable catalogue, in which 
one, then considered unique, is cited from the French 
national collection. Since then, and during my sojourn in the 
Levant, they have become much more common, owing to 
the discovery of an immense deposit of coins, in 1823, 49 
amongst which were a large number of this island. A 
short history of this discovery may interest the reader; 
I shall, therefore, offer no apology for introducing it here. 
The treasure was discovered by a peasant, whilst deepening 
a long neglected well in his garden ; and it is said that the 
number of coins, all silver, which he disinterred, amounted 
to nearly ten thousand. Besides the coins of Calymna, 
all of which, with few exceptions, were of the larger 
size, 50 there were several thousand Darics of the usual 
common description, with a few of the larger and rarer 
kinds, representing the kneeling archer on one side, and 
the horseman on the other. 51 Of Rhodes and Cos, there 
were numerous specimens of various sizes, but mostly 
drachms and didrachms; many drachms, and one only a 
tetradrachm of Cnidus; lastly, there was an ample quantity 
of coins of Mausolus, Idrieus, and Pixodarus, kings of 
Caria, all small excepting a few tetradrachms of Maus- 
solus. 52 

49 When I wrote my catalogue, which is now in the Bank of 
England, I was not aware of the extent of the find ; I had my 
information some years subsequently, from a Greek priest, a native 
of the island. 

50 Weighing about 101 grains: two smaller, in my collection, 
weigh 49 and 47 grains. 

51 As Mionnet, v. p. 644, No. 26. 

52 It is remarkable, though unaccountable, that all the small 
coins of Mausolus were in bad condition, and much worn ; the 
tetradrachms on the contrary were perfectly preserved. 
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As regards numbers, this deposit may be considered 
one of the richest upon record; but, unfortunately, nearly 
nine-tenths of the whole were 'consigned to the crucible, 
not from ignorance, but on account of their degraded 
preservation. They were useless for any scientific purpose. 

It is, perhaps, difficult to explain satisfactorily how, or 
at what precise period of time, this rich treasure came to 
be deposited in an island of so little importance as 
Calymna; but as there were no coins of Alexander the 
Great intermingled amongst them, and the latest coins 
were those of Pixodarus, who ruled over Caria when 
Alexander passed into Asia, it is probable they were thrown 
in the place where they were found during some emergency; 
and this emergency may have occurred, just at that parti- 
cular moment when Calymna was reduced as a Carian 
dependency, when Pixodarus was dethroned, and queen 
Ada restored to the government. The various coins of 
which this treasure was composed, in that case, represented 
the currency of the island, and probably of the surround- 
ing countries at that time. Had they been deposited even 
a year later, it is more than probable that a few coins of 
Alexander would have been found with them ; as it is well 
known, that the money of the Macedonian conqueror 
formed the principal currency of Asia Minor, during the 
subsequent century. 


ASTYKA, IN RHODES. 


No. 1 . — Large vase. 

R. — A2TY. Vase of an elegant shape, with a single handle ; 
in the field, a lyre, of archaic form ; the whole in a 
sunk square. AR. 4jJ. 149| grs. (Bank of England, 
from my Cabinet) 
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No. 2. — Single handled vase. 

R. — Single handled vase of another form, in an indented 
square. AR. L \2\ grs. ( British Museum .) 

3. — Vase as last, in the field A. 

R. — Vase, as on the reverse of the preceding. AR. 1. 
17 grs. ( British Museum .) 

4. — Vase, as on the reverse of last. 

R. — Indented square. AR. f. 10 grs. ( British Museum.) 

5. — Vase, as on obverse of No. 3. 

R. — Three indented squares within each other. AR. f . 
grs. ( British Museum.) 

6. — A flower. 

R. — A. in an indented square. AR. grs. ( British 

Museum.) 

7. — Vase, as No. 2. 

R. — An uncertain symbol in an indented square. AR. 1-i. 
14^ grs. {British Museum.) 

8. — Head of Venus, to the right. 

R. — A2TY. Diota. JE. 2. {British Museum.) 

9. — Another, devices similar to the last, but without legend. 

M. 1. {British Museum.) 

10. — Another, similar, but with AS on reverse. IE. 1. 

{British Museum.) 

11. — Head as the preceding. 

R. — AS. Diota; in the field, a smaller vase. JE. 1-J. ( British 
Museum .) 

12. — Head as last. 

R. — A STY. A flower in a Diota. JE. 2. {British Museum.) 

13. — Head of Apollo, front face. 

R’. — ASTYPA. Diota; above, an ivy leaf; in the field, a 
small vase. JE. 3. {Bank of England .) 


Geographers refer to three towns called Astyra, in Mysia, 
in the Troad, and in the island of Rhodes. It is to the 
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last (the Rhodian Astyra), that Pellerin 53 assigns a copper 
coin similar to my No. 13, the full-face head of Apollo, in 
his opinion, assimilating it with the coins of the city of 
Rhodes. To this single coin, Sestini 54 adds another, offer- 
ing other symbols, which is all we knew of Astyra, till 
very lately. 55 

It has been my good fortune, not only to enrich the 
series with a considerable number of monuments, both in 
silver and copper, but, by ascertaining beyond all doubt 
that they were discovered at the same time at Rhodes, 
to establish what was previously disputed, that they are 
correctly classed as they now stand. 

Many of the earlier coins amongst the silver in this 
series are without legend ; but they are so exactly identi- 
fied with those which bear the initials of the name of the 
city, that they singularly illustrate each other. These 
coins, the silver in particular, I believe to be mostly 
unique, the No. 1 on account of its size, as well as its 
serving as a key to the rest, is highly interesting. 

The Rhodian Astyra is only mentioned by Stephanus, 
who says it was of Phoenician origin : this accounts for the 
appearance of the portrait of Venus on Nos. 8 to 12, as 
it is well known the worship of this goddess was intro- 
duced by the Phoenicians in most of their settlements. 66 


M liec. hi. p. 93. 

54 Descr. deli Med. Gr. del Mas. Heder. tom. ii. p. 247, and 
Mionnet, Supp. vi. p. 608, No. 333. 

55 Sestini, in his Descr. di altri Med. Gr. del Mus. Font, 
pars iii. p. 66. tab. vi. fig. 3., gives a silver coin to Astyra; but it 
belongs to Samos. See also Mionnet, loc. cit. No. 332. 

66 There is a striking resemblance of the head of Venus on 
these coins, compared with her head on the small copper money 
of Nisyros. 
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CAMIRUS, IN RHODES. 

No. 1. — A large fig leaf. 

R. — Indented oblong square, divided in the middle by a 
broad bar. AR. 4J. 182 grs. ( British Museum* 

from my cabinet.) 

2 — The same. AR. I. 9 T l 0 grs. (Afy collection .) 

3. — A large fig leaf. 

R. — KA. in an indented square, divided into two equal parts. 
AR. 1 |. 18|grs. ( Bank of England , from my 

collection .) 

4. — Balaustium. 

R. — KA. and a griffin's head ; the whole in a deep indented 
square. AR. 14* 14£ grs, ( My collection .) 

The inhabitants of the Dorian cities, Camirus, Lindus, 
and Ialysus, united at an early period, and founded the 
city of Rhodes. 57 Camirus was of remote origin, it is 
mentioned by Homer, 58 who calls it the cc apywoec 9 ” or 
white, and it belonged to the confederation denominated 
the Dorian Hexapolis. 59 

Sestini was enabled to assign the coins bearing the type 
of a fig leaf to Camirus, from a coin then in the collection 
of Mr. Payne Knight, now in the British Museum, on 
which the name of the city KAMIPE&N, is inscribed in 
full length within the indented square of the reverse. 60 
The smaller coins in this last, are unedited. The No. 5 
is remarkable ; it exhibits on the obverse side, instead of 
the usual fig leaf, a balaustium , which became ultimately 


57 Pliny, lib. viii. cap. 31. 58 Iliad, lib. ii. v. 656. 

59 Herodotus, lib. i. cap. 144. 

60 Sestini, Lett. vii. p. 82, pi. ii. fig. 26 and 27. 
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the adopted universal device of the money of the city of 
Rhodes. 61 


IALYSUS, IN RHODES. 

No. 1. — Winged wild boar flying, to the left. 

R. — IAAY2I0N. Eagle’s head ; and a symbol resembling a 
heart, in a beaded border ; the whole within a flat 
sunk square. AR. 6. 215£ grs. 62 

A coin similar in its principal features, is published 
amongst the “ incerti ” of the Hunterian Museum. 63 
Sestini, deceived by the type of the winged boar, assigns 
it without hesitation to Clazomense, in Ionia, 64 and he pre- 
sumes the legend refers merely to the name of a magis- 
trate, which he reads AAY2I0N. Mionnet, 66 although he 
follows Combe in placing it amongst his incerti , remarks, 
in a note, that, judging from its fabric and types, he was 
of opinion it might have been struck in Pamphylia, or in 
one of the adjacent provinces. The discovery of my coin, 
which is fortunately in the most perfect and satisfactory 
condition, establishes the true reading of the legend to be 
IAAY2I0N. “ Money of the Ialysians ” It proves that 
Dr. Hunter’s coin was an imperfect specimen, the initial 
letter being wanting, not from detrition, but in conse- 
quence of the insufficient area of the metal compared with 
the size of the die, and the defective manner of its 
being struck. 

61 A similar coin to No. 4, I ceded to Mr. Stewart, in the 
catalogue of some of his coins sold at auction ; this coin is 
ascribed to Carausia, a city of Rhodes, of which I find no 
mention. 

62 I ceded this coin to Mr. Stewart ; I believe it is actually in 
the collection of the Duke de Luynes. 

63 Combe, Mus. Hunt. tab. 66, fig. 18. 

64 Descriz. degli Stat. Ant. p. 80, tab. viii. fig. 12. 

65 Tom. vi. p. 632, No. 338. 
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Ialysus was an ancient city of the island of Rhodes, 
founded at the same time as Camirus and Lyndus, by a 
Dorian colony; its existence anterior to the siege of Troy 
is testified by Homer, 65 who mentions it in his catalogue 
of those cities which sent succours to Agamemnon. It 
was abandoned by its inhabitants, when, with others, they 
founded the city of Rhodes, in the first year of the ninety- 
third Olympiad, b.c. 408. 66 

JLYNDUS 67 , IN RHODES. 

No. J. — Head of a lion, the mouth wide open, to the right. 

R. — Two oblong parallel indentures divided by a broad bar; 
in each of the indentures are several rude marks 
in relief; on the bar is inscribed AYNA. AR. 6. 

This is the only coin of Lyndus yet brought to light; 
it was procured at Rhodes, in 1841, and now embellishes 
a celebrated cabinet in Paris. Its fabric assimilates it with 
the coins of Camirus, and with one I have placed to Halicar- 
nassus, the oblong indentures on the reverse having the 
same form and character, which, I have before remarked, 
appears to be peculiar to the money of cities of Dorian 
origin. But, although my coin with the legend AYNA may 
be unique, it is, nevertheless, very possible that some of those 
coins without inscriptions which numismatists, in the absence 
of a point of comparison, have been unable to classify, may 
be claimed by Lyndus. Amongst those in this particular 
category, is one engraved in Mionnet’s volume of plates; 68 
the reader referring to it will observe the same fabric of the 
coin itself, as well as the style of execution of the lion’s 

65 Iliad, lib. ii. v. 163. 66 Diod. Sic. lib. xiii. p. 600. 

67 Usually written Lindus in the texts of ancient authors, but 

the reading of tlie coin here published seems to call in question 
the correctness of such a mode of spelling. 

66 Plate xxxvi. No. 5. 
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head; and, moreover, he will remark the same Dorian ob- 
long parallel indentures, as also the same inexplicable 
ornaments, if ornaments they are, as are seen on our coin 
of Lyndus, I would, further, give a Rhodian origin to two 
coins published by MilHngen, 6 ^ which he denominates 
<ff Incerti Asia Minoris” but these, perhaps, by their devices, 
may be better suited to Ialysus. 

The lion’s head is a symbol of very frequent occurrence 
upon ancient coins; but the head on the Lyndi.an money, 
differs essentially from that depicted on the coins of Cnidus, 
and both these again from those of Cyzicus. 


XII. 

COINS OF THE PATAN, AFGHAN OP GIIOPI SULTANS 
OF HINDUSTAN (D£L1-H). 

(Continued from page 120.) 

<{ In the third year of Aid ud din, when prosperity shone 
upon his arms, he began to form some extraordinary pro- 
jects. One of these was the formation of a new system of 
religion, that, like Mohammed, he might be held in venera- 
tion by posterity. His other design was equally romantic. 
He proposed to leave a viceroy in India, and, like the great 
Alexander, to undertake the conquest of the world. In 
consequence of this project, he assumed the title of jJoiLs 
Sekunder al Said , Alexander the Second, which was 
struck upon the currency of the empire ”9 Fortunately for 

69 Ancient Coins of Greek Cities and Kings, p, 73, plate Nos, 14 
and 1 5. [Both these unique coins are now in the British Museum. 
No. 14 is attributed by Payne Knight to Clazomene, Num, Vet. 
p. 117. D. 1. — Ed. Num . Chroni] 

9 Dow's Ferishtah, vol. L, page 234. 
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the sultan, these crude schemes were submitted for approval 
to one of his subjects, who was bold enough to point out 
their absurdity even in the presence of the despot who had 
originated them. Thus the monarch’s eccentricities resulted 
in no worse consequences than the assumption of certain 
ridiculous titles still to be seen on his coinage ; 10 indeed, the 
opportune truths told on this occasion, as to what he had 
yet to accomplish in the immediate circle of his own do- 
minions, led to the confirmation and extension of his 
already immense power. 

A conspiracy, attended by an attempt at assassination, 
from which the sultan escaped almost by a miracle, was 
followed by an insurrection as singular in many of its cir- 
cumstances. During his absence from his capital, a revo- 
lution was accomplished, which actually placed a new 
sovereign on the throne. A seven days’ reign was, however, 
all that was accorded to the new monarch, and his life and 
the lives of not a few who had aided his temporary eleva- 
tion, paid the penalty of their rashness. 

Again, a third time, an inroad of the Moghuls threatened 
the most serious results. The syltan, unable to meet his 
adversaries in the open field, allowed himself to be besieged 
in his own capital ; once more, however, fortune favoured 
him, and the Moghuls returned as they came. 

Towards the latter part of this reign, the conquests of 
the eunuch K&fur, who commanded the army of the Du- 
khuii, enabled him to bring to Delhi the plunder acquired 
during his various expeditions, to the almost unheard-of 
extent of 06,000 maunds of gold alone, independent of 
spoil of other descriptions to a proportionate amount. 

Of Ala ud din’s riches, generally, it is related that his 


Vide Nos. 57 and 58. 
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wealth surpassed the accumulations of the ten campaigns 
of Mahmud of Ghazni. The closing scene of this monarch’s 
life was now approaching, and his last moments of pain 
and debasement were rendered utterly unendurable to his 
proud spirit by the repeated reports of insurrections which 
began to rise up on all sides. The 16th of Shaval, 716 
a.h., witnessed the last moments of this mighty king. 

It is remarkable;, that the existing money of this prince 
should so directly bear out the relation of historians as to 
his enormous wealth. Both his silver and gold coins are 
found to this day in the greatest abundance; but the amount 
of his gold coinage which is extant, is peculiarly noticeable 
as regarding its relative proportion to the same species of 
money of his predecessors, whose gold coins are so rare as 
to be, with one exception, almost unknown. 

c . — Gold. 170 grs. C, 

Type and legend identical with No. 57 silver coin, with the 
exception of the word taking the place of 

57. — Silver. 170 grs. C. 

The most mighty sovereign, Ala ud dunia wa ud 
din, Abul Muzafar, Mohammed Sh&h, the Sultan. 

R. At6(1 

Sekunder the second, right hand of the khalifat, supporter 
of the commander of the faithful. 

Marg J, iAd\ #AJb 

j This silver (was) struck at the capital, Delhi, 
in the year 712. 

53. — Copper and Silver. 

Obv. — ^aSI ^Lia!! L. 

R. — Horseman, similar to No. 32.' 
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59. — Silver and Copper. 55 grs. 

obv.—^\ UdJi u 

V4 r ^liaLuoM b\ji) Date 702. 

60. — Copper. 55 grs. 

Obv.—^\ j Uj}\ JL fjac i\ u lkUi 

R . — Area 

Mary. 5ft ^f^Tcff 3fFf |c( \Q Cj 0 Date 710. 

The coins, Nos. 59 and 60, are remarkable as offering 
the first instance in the present series of the general use of 
numerals in recording dates; it having been hitherto the 
custom to write the numbers in the full length of their 
respective Arabic denominations. 

61. — Copper. 67 grs. ^ 

Obv . — Si 

R. — j LjaH iU 

62. — Copper. 23 grs. 

Obv. — A ti Jac 

R ~ 

In concluding this reference to the coins of Ala ud din, 
it may not be inappropriate to append the following note 
from Ferishtah, on the currency of this particular period. 

“ In order to comprehend the true value of the money of that 
day, it is proper to state that a tunka was equal to a tola in weight 
(180 grs.), whether of gold or silver ; and a tunka of silver was 
equal to 50 jetuls. The jetul was a small copper coin, the weight 
of which is not now known : some conceive it was a tola, while 
others are of opinion that the jetul, like the pice of the present 
day, weighed tola. The maund of the time of Jell&l ud din 
(Flruz) weighed 40 seers, and each seer weighed 24 tolas/' — 
Ferishtah . See Briggs, vol.i., page 361. 
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The following coin, in its date and near approximation 
in type to those of the Delhi series, claims notice in this 
place. Owing, however, to the absence of distinct his- 
torical information regarding any individual, who, about 
this period, obtained the title of Shums ud din Firuz, as 
well as from the erasure of the place of mintage of the coin 
itself, no satisfactory attribution can well be attempted; at 
the same time, it may be suggested as possibly the pro- 
duction of the temporary king of the city of Delhi, who for 
seven days occupied the throne of his master, whose name 
was Alawi, or Shah Nunni, but whose regal titles are un- 
known; or, it may belong to a Bengal mint, as the tenor 
of the inscription on the reverse is unlike that employed 
by Aid ud din himself, and assimilates closely to the- form 
found in use, immediately suMlequent to this epoch, on the 
coins of Ghids ud din Bahddur Shah, of Bengal. 

b\Jb The most mighty sovereign, Shums ud 
dunia waud din, Abul Muzafar Firuz Shah, the Sultan. 

R.— )l\ The Imam A1 Mos- 
tassem, commander of the faithful. 

Marc/. — ^ \ ci " - 

This silver (was) struck at the capital, (?) in 
the year 702. 


Fifteenth King (a.h. 616— 617; a.d. 1316—1317). 

On the demise of Ala ud din, Kafur, who had long 
possessed all real power in the state, set aside the more 
mature sons of the late monarch to make way for Umur 
Khan, a boy of seven years ol age, Kafur himself assuming 
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the office of regent. But little time was allowed to elapse 
before two of the brothers of the nominal sovereign were 
deprived of sight, and the life of the third, Mub&rik, at- 
tempted by the agents of the regent This prince, how- 
ever, having found means to buy off his executioners, was 
in his turn raised to supremacy by the death of Kafur, who 
was killed by the officers of the foot guard, within thirty- 
five days of his attainment of the office he so little deserved. 
Mubarik, it is said, did not assume the title of king until 
two months subsequent to this event, when his younger 
brother, in the loss of his eyes, met the fate usually accorded 
to those scions of the royal blood whom it was desirable to 
incapacitate from reigning, but whose bare life it was thought 
advisable to spare. 

63. — Silver and Copper. 54£ grs. Unique. 

Obv . — j The most mighty 

sovereign, Shahab ud dunia wa ud din. 

R. — vn Abul Muzafar Umur 

Sh&h, the Sultan. 716. 

Marsden adverts to three or four specimens of a silver 
coin in the museum of the East India Company, bearing 
the title of which he considers as possibly be- 

longing to Shahab ud din Umur: these coins are not at 
present to be found. This, however, is the less a matter 
of regret, as far as the present series is concerned ; as, from 
the tenor of what Marsden has been able to decipher, 
there is great reason to doubt the accuracy of the attribu- 
tion suggested, and to suppose that the coins in question 
must have been the produce of some Bengal mint of a 
somewhat later period. 
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Sixteenth King (a.h. 717 — 721 ; a.d. 1317 — 1321). 

Mubarik, on proclaiming himself king, seemed deter- 
mined that the means by which he had been elevated 
should no longer exist to be used against himself; with 
this intent, the officers who had assisted in the assassination 
of Kafur were put to death ; and, at the same time, the 
guard, hitherto under their command, was broken up. 
Among many other slaves raised to offices of high rank by 
the new monarch, one Khusru Khan, a converted Hindu, 
who was invested with the office of vizir, is noticeable, as 
having subsequently played a prominent part in the history 
of the day. 

Some of the early actions of Mubarik are mentioned 
with commendation; but after little more than a twelve 
months* reign, his real disposition began to display itself 
in acts of the most unbridled licentiousness. 

The favourite Khusru being appointed to the command 
of the army in the Dukhun, and being successful in the 
conquest of Malabar, returned to the capital loaded with 
plunder ; and, at this time, the sultan’s habits having well 
prepared him to receive a master, Khusru made ready use 
of the position in which he found himself, and on the 25th 
of Rubbi ul Awul (third month), of 721 h., succeeded in 
accomplishing the destruction of his sovereign. 

d . — Gold. Similar to No. 65. Date wanting. ( Prinsep Cabinet . ) u 
64. — Silver. 170 grs. Y.R. 

Obv.-cSjl^ j>\ j Ua! 1 L-JaS jjic 

(jlkLJt jjJ alii The most mighty sovereign, 

Kutb ud dunia wa ud din Abiil Muzafar Mub&rik Shah, 
the Sultan, son of the Sultan. 

11 See also Fraehn, Num. Kufi. ex var. Museis seleeti, Petropoli, 
a.d. 1823, page 80. 
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R. j died jSiS^J\ 

Alexander of the age, right hand of the khalifat, supporter 
of the commander of the faithful. 

Marcj. -j j-w) J, Jbc> Lsk 11 *3j*> 

This silver (was) struck at the capital, Delhi, in 
the year 717. 

65.— Silver. 169 grs. V.R, Square. 

Obv. LjaJI L— (mm r 3 J 

y\ The most mighty Imam, 

Khalif lord of the universe, Kutb ud dunia wa ud din, 
Ab til Muzafar Mubdrik Shdh — 

JLt6CL i/^c\ a1)Ij 1 ^tjaLuJt 

the Sultan, son of the Sultan, A1 W&sik Billah, commander 
of the faithful. 

Marg.—^jLz ^Uj J, &iX^\ j\j a£uJl *JJ& 

This coin (was) struck at the capital, the seat of 
the khalifat, in the year 718. 

Whatever Ala ud din’s designs in regard to new systems 
of religion may have amounted to, it remained to his son to 
disavow entirely the spiritual supremacy of all other khalifs 
and successors of khalifs, and to appropriate that title to 
himself. This is evidenced in coin No. 65, which displays 
a simultaneous change from the comparatively humble 
epithet of “ Right hand of the khalifat/’ &c., in conjunc- 
tion with the marginal record of “ struck at the capital, 
Delhi,” to be found on the early coinage of the reign, to 
the style and title of “The most mighty Irndm,” as a prefix 
to Mub&rik’s self-assumed sacerdotal designation of A1 Wasik 
Billah, accompanied by a marginal legend, showing that 
Delhi in this change had arrived at the honors of a second 
Bagdhad. 

VOL. IX. 


B B 
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66. — Copper and Silver. 55 grs. Date 716. 

Ob v . — j Uj jJI A-Aaii « U u=ui 

R. — vn ^llaLuxSI 

The date on this coin of 716 a.h., would seem to show 
that the time fixed by Ferishtah for Mub&rik’s accession, 
viz, the 7th Muhurum, or the first Arabic month of 717, is 
incorrect. 12 It is probable, however, that the author in 
question may have adopted the day of the incarceration 
of Uniur, and the public avowal of his supercession by the 
new sovereign, as the proper date of the commencement 
of the reign, in preference to, or in ignorance of, the exact 
period when supreme power was first assumed by Mubarik. 

67. — Copper and Silver. 55 grs. Date 717. 

Obv . — VI V jjas % |*U5I 

68. — Copper and Silver. 55 grs. 

Obv , — v|v y\ j LjjJi ^ Ult t-jj 

R» — <tiib ^IkLwJl 

69. — Silver. 55 grs. Square. Date 718. 

Obv.— Margined] y \ 

Square area j Lj jjt Ars 

R'. — via 

70. — Copper and Silver. 56 grs. Square. Date 720. 

Obv. — Same legend as No. 67. 

R. — vr ♦ ^UJuJ! Aa/jU All 


12 Dow’s Ferishtah, vol. i., page 265. 
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71 — Copper. Square. 66 grs. 

Ohv. — %\ r U\ 

72. — Copper. Square. 33 grs. 

R. — S^-sr: 

In terminating this notice of the money of Mubdrik, it is 
requisite to make a passing allusion to certain coins of 
Behadur Shah, both in reference to the temporary sever- 
ance of the eastern portion of the kingdom of Bengal from 
the empire of Hindustan, as well as in the hope of elucidat- 
ing the enquiry into the due identification of a piece but 
little dissimilar either in weight or legend, a description of 
which is given in the note appended to the detail of the 
coins of Ala ud din. The following extract from Stewart’s 
History of Bengal sufficiently explains the circumstances 
under which this governor first began to coin money : — 

“ The emperor (AM ud din) at the same time appointed a chief, 
named Behddur Khan, to the government of the eastern districts 
of Bengal * hoping, by thus dividing that province into two govern- 
ments, to render it more subservient to the court of Delhi than it 
had hitherto proved. The capital of the new government was fixed 
at Sun ergon g. 13 

“ But, in the year 717 h., when the dissolute prince, Mubdrik 
Shdh, succeeded to the throne of Delhi, Behadur, despising the 
weakness of the imperial councils, arrogated to himself inde- 
pendence ; assuming the white umbrella, and ordering the coin 
to be stamped with his own name, changing the title of Behadur 
Khan to Behadur Shah.” — Stewart's Bengal , page 79. 

The newly erected kingdom thus created did not exist 
for any considerable period, but was re-attached to Delhi 
in the reign of Ghids ud din Tugldk. 


13 Thirteen miles south-east from Dacca. 
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These coins are by no means uncommon, but are of inferior 
workmanship, and generally in imperfect preservation; so 
much so, that of the five or six specimens at present avail- 
able for reference, the following legend is the most com- 
plete attainable. 

Obv .— -jjlgj j LjaSI CjLc- jjac %\ 

R . — Area |»a jaxILuuil \ 

Marg . ui — Cl <Lds&\ 

<X) \*A*jX, j 

Seventeenth King (a.h. 721, Rubbi ul Awul ; 

A.D. 1321). 

Having succeeded in ridding himself of the single obstacle 
to his own advance to supremacy, Khusru proclaimed him- 
self sultan under the title of N&sir ud din, and endeavoured 
to strengthen his hold on the rank he had assumed by the 
massacre of all the survivors of the family of Ala ud din. 
He, at the same time, attempted to attach the nobles of 
the court to his person by loading them with the titles 
and dignities at his command. This system availed only 
for a time; and the governor of the Punjab, advancing with 
the forces of that province, put an end to the usurpation 
which had endured somewhat less than five months. 

73. — Silver. Unique. {Original in possession of Col. Stacy.) 
OJr.-M ^\j UjJl ^13 ^ ^lUUl 

The most mighty Sultan, Nasir ud dunia wa ud din Abul 
Muzafar. 

Khusru Shah, the Sultan A1 \Vasik Khair al 
Rehman (relying upon the goodness of the All-merciful), 
successor to the commander of the faithful. 

Marg , — ill ajj* 
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